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AN introducing the progressive locality embracing 
‘Derby and Shelton, and pointing with pride to 
its recent remarkable, yet healthy growth, a 
great difficulty confronts the narrator. Surely 
' this is not from want of material, but rather 
from an abundance of creditable facts. 

Derby, which was the first settlement made in the 
Naugatuck valley, is now a thriving city, two years of age, 
within a town of nearly 10,000 inhabitants. Tt is fortunately 
located at the head of navigation, within the angle formed 
by the Housatonic and Naugatuck rivers. With an excel- 
lent water front at the docks, commerce with all parts of the 
world is possible, while the formidable waters of the Housa- 
tonic furnish the best and greatest water power in the state, 
and second only to the Merrimac in New 
England. Nature was kind to Derby, 
endowing her with a wealth of natural 
advantages, not the least of which are 
the charming scenic attractions, health- 
ful atmosphere, and supply of pure 
drinking water. 

The original town of Derby con- 
tained fully four times as great an area 
as the Derby of the present day, and 
although her generosity has prompted 
her to part with a large portion of her 
territory, a population of nearly thirty 
thousand is within her domain, or two 
miles of it, including the Borough of 
Shelton and City of Ansonia. The 
closeness with which the towns are 
associated makes it almost impossible 
to determine where one begins and the 
others leave off, soto speak. The early 
history of Derby reveals the facts that 
it was chartered as a town in 1675, and 
was previously known as Paugassett, 
and was so named by the Indians who 
inhabited it. Long before it was char- 
tered as a town its location attracted 
the old time traders who established an Indian trading post 
in a part of Derby now known as Derby docks. Before 
the Revolution commerce was extensively carried on between 
Derby and the West Indies, and at the beginning of the 
nineteenth century it is said that the number of sailing 
vessels from this port was greater that from New Haven. 
Ship building was about that time the leading industry, and 
far above the present mammoth dam of the Ousatonic Water 
Company, packets, sloops and schooners were constructed 
for the briny deep. Soon after the invention of the steam- 
boat by Robert Fulton, one of a more improved pattern, and 
named the ‘‘ Housatonic,” was built in Derby. In 1681 the 
water of the Naugatuck river was first utilized for power 
and since that time has been continously availed of. From 
Derby, in the Anson G. Phelps copper mill, the principal 
industry of Ansonia was given birth, With the advent of 
the railroad the town grew in importance, and acquiring 
factory after factory gradually became one of the busiest 
of Connecticut’s manufacturing towns. 

In 1851 the Borough of Birmingham was chartered, 
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Forty-two years later the town of Derby was granted a 
city charter, being incorporated as such in 1893. The stout 
but infantile city is one of progress. Industrious and well 
conducted large factories, whose products are shipped all 
over the universe, are in steady operation here. Imposing 
business blocks, comfortable and oftentimes palatial resi- 
dences line the well paved streets, while the city is possessed 
of influencial churches of the leading denominations, the 
best of well regulated schools, and all modern improvements. 
The streets are kept in a clean and healthy condition, and 
are lighted by electricity. An excellent system of water 
works, perfect sewerage, ample police and fire protection are 
in vogue. 

The facilities for transportation by both steam and elec- 
tricity are sources of much gratification 
and convenience to the residents. Two 
lines of the N.Y., N.H. & H. R.R.—the 
Naugatuck and Berkshire divisions,— 
with spur tracks extending through the 
properties of many of the local manu- 
facturers, make connections with the 
metropolis but a matter of two hours. 
The excellent passenger service pro- 
vided by the company makes it possible 
for business men and others to allow 
ample time to-transact a day’s business 
ain return on either line from New 
York city. New Haven and Bridgeport 
are but ten miles away, and Water- 
bury, the ‘‘ Brass City,” but twelve. 
Following out the policy of improye- 
ment along its line, the N. Y., N.H. & 
H. R. R. company have promised the 
erection of a central depot which will 
do away with much confusion on the 
part of strangers, whom it would seem 
are seldom aware that all of the sev- 
eral stations are almost within a stones 
throw of one another. 

Derby holds the distinction of 
possessing the oldest electric railway in New England, and 
in this the city wears its honors gracefully. The line still 
more closely connects Derby with Ansonia by a belt line 
covering the principal thoroughfares of both places. The 
management of the Derby Street Railway Company is: 
most enterprising and progressive one, and besides providing 
the latest improved and attractive cars, have recently opened 
a pleasure resort at Lake Housatonic Park. This charming 
park is but a short distance from Derby, and was fitted up 
at a great expense and with no small amount of enterprise 
on the part of the company. A large pavilion, surrounded 
by spacious piazzas, stands commandingly overlooking the 
lake, and provides excellent views of the Housatonic river 
and the distant hills. The railway company provide the 
best of pleasure boats for rowing and canoeing, and two 
steam launches making regular hourly trips up the river. 
As fine a base ball grounds as could be desired with and im- 
posing grand stand and ‘‘bleachers” of a seating capacity of 
3,000, a merry-go-round, with the new attractions presented 
almost weekly, furnish ample amusement for the thousands 
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of pleasure seekers who frequent the place. An excellent 
opera house, owned by the city and managed by one of the 
ablest men in the theatrical business, is located in the city 
hall building, where the best of attractions are frequently 
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presented. The house has a seating capacity of 1,250, and 
contains all modern improvements for the convenience and 
comfort of hoth audience and talent. 

The city points with pride to its excellent schools, the 
education of the young being upperniost in the minds of the 
people, The high school fits its pupils for college, and many 
universities accept scholars from this school without exami- 
nation, upon presentation of their diplomas. The schools of 
the city and town are now consolidated under one board of 
education which is composed of members elected at regular 
intervals by public vote. The teachers proyided in the 
public schools are the best procurable, and the progress 
made by pupils is greater than that of the average New 
England city of larger population. 

The banking facilities of the city are ample for its needs. 
The Birmingham National Bank occupies its own handsome 
building opposite the post office, one of the finest in the 
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state, and is most ably managed. The capital of the National 
Bank is $300,000.00, and its surplus $200,000.00. The 
institution has an attractive interior, and contains safe deposit 
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boxes. The Derby Savings Bank with deposits of $2,500,000, 
and surplus of $135,000, has been a most important factor in 
the building up of the locality, and since its foundation 
more than the present amount of its deposits has been paid 
in dividends, This time honored institution also owns and 
exclusively occupies its own imposing building in the heart: 
of Derby, The Home Trust company is an institution deal- 
ing in investments, real estate, taking charge of rents, 
receiving deposits and issuing its own fidelity bonds. This 
trust company is capitalized at $25,000.00, has a surplus of 
$5,000.00, and although a young corporation, is of benefit 
to the community and is safely and admirably conducted, 
Derby also has a thriving branch of the Y. M, C. A., 
who oceupy two floors of a large building on Main street. 
Here an excellent gymnasium is open to members, and all 
the advantages—social, moral and physical—are open: to 
young men of good character. Excellent telegraph, tele- 
phone and express services are provided, and branches and 
lodges of nearly all the fraternal organizations are located 
here, all of which haye good membership, Several social 
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clubs with well fitted up rooms exist. Principal among 
these are the Derby and Shelton Board of Trade and Crescent 
Cycle Club, whose members comprise the leading’ men in 
social life of the community. The former organization is 
also composed of the leading manufacturers, business and 
professional men, and the benefit which it has been to the 
community is stated on later pages. 

The manufacturing industries of Derby are of sufficient 
diversity to keep the large amount of money disbursed to 
the local workmen in free circulation at all seasons of the 
year. The largest of Derby factories is the Sterling 
Company, whose works turn out the celebrated Sterling 
pianos and organs. The Birmingham Iron ‘Foundry, 
incorporated in 1836, are manufacturers of all kinds of heavy 
machinery. A. H, & C. B. Alling, whose goods are used 
by. the dry goods trade in all parts of the Union, are. manu- 
facturers of woolen hosiery and underwear and conduct the 
Paugassett Mills, which furnish regular employment, to a 
large number of hands. R. N,. Bassett Co., turning out 
cloth covered corset steels, dress stays, etc., have also added 
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to the prosperity of the town for many years. The Howe 


Manufacturing Company adds much credit to the town in 
a historical way, holding the distinction of manufacturing 
the first pins made in the United States. Combs, corsets, 
paper boxes, files, typewriters, brass goods and various 
other products are turned out in the various factories and 
mills of Derby, From the magnitude of its manufactures 
the city has become one of the important manufacturing 
localities of New England, and its indications for future 
growth are very encouraging to the local capitalist and 
property Owner. 

It may be said that Derby is unusually fortunate in the 
possession of a large number of of public spirited citizens 
and energetic men, and the harmony existing among them 
has told to the advantage of the locality by its recent marked 
growth. Derby is strictly a modern city, and under the 
existing circumstances its future is a bright one. 

The Borough of Shelton, although in Fairfield County 
(Derby being in New Haven County), is joined to Derby by 
a new iron bridge, built by the state but a few years since. 
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The factories of Shelton line on one side of the Housatonic, 
while those of Derby line the other side, each within easy 
hailing distance of the other at parallel points. The rela- 
tions existing between the two towns are so intimate that 
one would naturally suppose both would be under the same 
government. The business men, many of them doing 
business in Derby, reside in Shelton and vice versa. The 
interests of both are identical, and so closely are the 
residents and business men intermingled that one board of 
traule represents both towns. Therefore, in business, religi- 
ous and social life, Shelton and Derby are practically one. 

The thriving borough is a part of the Town of 
Huntington, and was created by the building of the dam 
across the Housatonic river. Previous to that date the 
present borough was but a farming district, where fruit 
orchards nodded to the majestic waters of the river. The 
growth-of Shelton, singe the introduction of the water power 
now in use, has been phenominal, and its ample room for 
future growth, indicates still greater possibilities. 

Shelton possesses excellent schools, a new publie library 
building, savings bank, a building and loan association, and 
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some twenty-five factories. Among these are the Derby 
Silver Company, Wilkinson Bros. & Co.’s paper mills and 
pulp works, Birmingham Brass Company, Shelton Co.’s 
tack and bolt works; Whitlock Machine Company, printing 
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press manufacturers; Radcliffe Bros.’ woolen mills, R. & H. 
Adams’ cotton mills, Silver Plate Cutlery Company, Derby 
Rubber Co. and United States Rubber Reclaiming Co., 
Whitcomb Metallic Bedstead Company, Branch Birming- 
ham Iron Foundry, The National Folding Box and Paper 
Company, Wilcox & Howe Company, bicycle forgings and 
varriage hardware; works of the Derby Gas Co., and several 
other smaller factories, turning out planes, razors, corsets, 
and other articles of a various nature. 

The borough was incorporated in 1882, and has since 
been governed by a borough government. The streets and 
avenues are generally new and well laid out, and the 
improvement of the land for residential purposes is 
continually in progress. The streets are lighted by elec- 
tricity; all public improvements are at hand, including city 
water, gas, fire department, ete. Riverview Park, compris- 
ing thirteen acres of land on the bank of Lake Housatonic, 
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is in close proximity to Lake Housatonic Park just across 
the river. Shelton has exceptional facilities for transpor- 
tation by rail by the N. Y., N. H. & H. R. R., and also by 
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water, possessing a yaluable water front and wharfage at 
the head of tide water. 

Like Derby, this borough contains among her residents 
many influential and public spirited men, who, ambitious 
for the growth of this locality, work in harmony with that 
aim in view. One of the most significant indications of the 
growth of Shelton as a residential place is the large amount 
of building being carried on. Particularly is this noticeable 
at South End, a charming residence portion of Shelton, 
developed by the South End Land Company. Shelton has 
its full share of talent in manufacturing and professional 
life, and its remarkable progress and excellent water power 
has attracted many capitalists from different parts of the 
country. 

The inauguration of a savings bank in Shelton was one 
of the most significant indications of the recent growth of 
the borough, and its existence has been proven a great 
benefit to the community. Its central location on the 
principal thoroughfare makes it easy of access, and its con- 
venient situation invites small savings of money on the part 
of its depositors, which is most gratifying to the founders 
ers and management of the institution’ Upon the organi- 
zation of this society, July 25th, 1893, the institution passed 
‘(lown in history as the first 
banking house in the Town 
of Huntington, of which the 
Borough of Shelton is a part. 
The society was granted a 
special charter, and although 
but little over two years old 
is in good condition, its de- 
posits, October Ist, 1895, 
reaching in the aggregate 
$50,000. This institution is 
destined to play an important 
part in the future industrial 
Shelton, and owes its ex- 
istence to the efforts of its 
principal founders: Colonel 
Watson J. Miller, J udge 
Joseph Tomlinson, Thomas 
H. Newcomb, Wesley L. 
Clark and others, by whom 
the bank was organized and 
founded. Tne officers of the institution from the start have 
heen as follows: Col. Watson J. Miller, president; J. H. 
Barlow, vice-president; J. Tomlinson, secretary and treas- 
urer; these well known men, all residents of Shelton, with 
the following, comprise the board of directors: Henry M. 
Beardsley, Frederick G. Perry, Gould A. Shelton and Henry 
Berry. With the above substantial management, the affairs 
of the institution were assured careful and conservative 
handling. Regular semi-annual dividends have been de- 
clared. The bank first being started during the panic of 
1893, its earnings for the depositors were large, five per 
cent. dividends being made. The last two dividends have 
been at the rate of four and one-half per cent. The institu- 
tion is operated on a home basis, no loans being made on 
any security further away than the immediate vicinity. 
The bank is most economically managed, and its growth 
from the start has been marked. The present quarters of 
the bank are in the rooms of the town clerk’s office, the 
secretary and treasurer being also treasurer of the town and 
borough, The bank is open daily from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
The amounts received vary from one dollar to one thousand 
dollars from individuals, the latter amount being the largest 
received, except on amounts where the bank acts as trustee, 
when sums as large as two thousand dollars are accepted. 
The great advantage to the residents of Shelton, gained by 
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the new bank are many, the greatest of which is the en- 
couragement the bank offers for small savings among its 
two hundred and ten depositors. 
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ROBABLY the most important factor in the recent 
marked growth of this locality is this live and energetic 
board of trade, The objects gained by the organization, 
during the five years of its existence, have been of great 
value to the welfare of the community. That the local 
board of trade is an efficient one is easily proven. Composed 
of one hundred members, comprising the most active and 
influential men of Derby and Shelton, the organization has 
advocated movements tending only to publie welfare, 

While the board offers reasonable inducements to de- 
sirable concerns to locate here, it repulses schemes needing 
propping on all sides. The business men, manufacturers 
and professional men comprising the members of this 
organization know the value of self help and invite com- 
petition. To the man of firm mettle, mind and principle, 
possessing push and industry, this locality offers unusual 
inducements and to set them 
forth is the aim of the board. 
The objects of this organi- 
zation are the advancement 
of the individual and general 
interests of the community, 
the encouragement of com- 
mercial and manufacturing 
industries, the improvement 
j of facilities for transporta- 
tion, the diffusion of infor- 
mation concerning trade, 
manufacturing and other in- 
| terests, the cultivation of an 
j intimate knowledge of all 

questions and events affect- 
ing public welfare, thus 
| giving a healthful tone to 
public sentiment and inci- 
dentally promoting social in- 
tercourse and rational enjoy- 
ment among its members. 

The rooms of the association are located on Main street, 
Derby, and are accessible at all times to members. The 
quarters are fitted up with a simple and quiet elegance sug- 
gestive of perfect comfort and convenience. In the front 
of the building is the director’s room, where the business 
meetings and matters are disposed of. This room is amply 
large for the well attended assemblies and is well furnished. 
On the large table in the centre are copies of all the latest 
issues of the papers and magazines, scientific and trade pub- 
lications. The billiard room is a model and contains three 
of the best tables. This room is large, airy and admirably 
lighted and with its appurtenances is most inviting, Just 
off from the billiard room is a small and neat kitchen where 
hot coffee and light lunches are served. Divided from the 
billiard room by tasty draperies is the card room and 
parlor. From the windows of this room admirable views 
of the river, lined with manufacturing industries, and the 
distant hills are obtained. This room with its elaborate 
furnishings, tiled old-fashioned fire place and pleasant out- 
look, is much frequented by members; and here many 
whist tournaments are held with competing clubs from out 
of town. The board of trade has also the material among 
its members, for a strong baseball téam, which has reflect- 
ed credit on the organization, During the winter Seasons, 
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courses of lectures and entertainments are given for the 
benefit of members and their friends, and several notable 
banquets have been held. 

While the members of the board of trade are celebrated 

for hospitality at their rooms, they are constantly on the 
alert for anything that will be for the benefit of the 
association or the locality it represents. During the last 
session of the legislature the organization, by a special act, 
became an incorporated body. The association is also, now 
an auxiliary of the state board of trade, at the annual 
meetings of which Derby and Shelton are invariably re- 
presented, The individual and collective work accomplish- 
ed by the members of the local board of trade, has been of 
a character highly conducive to the welfare of the com- 
munity, standing *proof of which confronts the even casual 
observer on all sides, besides much good in different direct- 
. jons, which does ; 
not show on the 
surface. 

To the un- 
tiring efforts of 
the board of 
trade, credit is 
entirely due for 
the replacing of 
the old wooden 
bridge, with the 
substantial 
structure ofiron 
and modern ar- 
chitecture now 
connecting Der- 
by and Shelton. 
This important 
public improve- 
ment was se- 
cured by the 
passage of an 
act of the legis- 
lature, whereby 
the greater part 
of the expense 
was spared the 
taxpayers of the 
twotowns. This 
feat of diploma- 

ey was followed 

by other work, 
which has told 
to the good of 
the community in no small degree. Three new factories, 
two of which are employing a combined force of 300 skilled 
workmen, have been induced to locate here, adding to the 
industrial importance of Derby and Shelton. In this work 
the board of trade was assisted by the Ousatonic Water 
Company, whose interests and operations are closely allied 
to those of the board. 

The matter of procuring lower freight rates has also 
been successfully brought about, much to the gratification 
of the manufacturers and business men, by the board of 
trade, and certain charges for switching have been 
abolished. 

The appropriation for the dredging and improving of 
the river channel, granted by Congress, is also directly 
traced to the work of the organization. 

Having been of unmistakable benefit and credit to the 
community it represents, the Derby and Shelton Board of 
Trade has also become one of the institutions of the locality ; 
and now, in the fifth year of its existance, stands well in 
the front ranks of similar organizations of the state. The 
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regular monthly meetings are well attended, and the results 
of which are invariably profitable in some way or other to 
this growing locality. 

The officers of the board are as follows: H. Holton 
Wood, president; Charles H. Nettleton, first vice-president ; 
Charles E. Clark, second vice-president; F, W. Simmons, 
secretary; Charles E. Clark, treasurer. 

The board of directors is composed of the following 
gentlemen, who, like the executive officers, are men of 
means and influence, having the welfare of the community 
invariably in mind. They are as follows: H. Holton 


Wood, Charles H. Nettleton, Dr. T. J. O'Sullivan, Geo. E. 
Barber, Edward M. Oldham, H. F. Wanning, D. §. Brins- 
made, EB. B. Gager, R. W. Blake, Thos. L. Cornell, Chas. 
EB. Clark, Watson J. Miller, 
Perry and David N. Clark. 


Sturges Whitlock, Fred G. 


The full list 
of the active 
members of the 
board is as fol- 
lows in alpha- 
betical order: 
Chas. B. Alling, 
AmosH. Alling, 
Hon. Wm. C. 
Atwater, T. 8. 
Allis, James B. 
Atwater, W. F. 
Askam, T. W. 
Bassett, J. H. 
Brewster, D,M.. 
Bassett, George 
E. Barber, I. J. 
Boothe, Thos.S. 
Birdseye, D. H. 
Bacon, Henry 
Berry, Cyrus 
Brewster, D. 8. 
Brinsmade,J.R. 
Brinsmade, R. 
W. Blake, Geo. 
W. Beardsley, 
R. M. Bassett, 
T. S. Bassett, 
H.N. Beardsley, 
F. W. Benham, 
Dr. C. T, Bald- 
win, A. J. Bow- 
man, Wm. P. 
Bacon, A. H. 
Carrington, Thomas L. Cornell, Charles E. Clark, W. L. 
Clark, Geo. B. Clark, D. N. Clark, Chas. H. Coe, Geo. H. 
Crook, W. 8. Downs, J. G. Day, J. H. Donovan, Chas. N. 
Downs, J. D. Dayton, W. 8. Denslow, E. 8. Gordy, Geo. 
Griffin, B. N. Griffin, R. S. Gardner, S. E. Gesner, E. B. 
Gager, D. B. Giddings, Robt. O. Gates, A. E. Hewitt, Geo. 
F. Hunt, I. P. Howe, C. R. Howard, R. Hendee, J. T. 
Holian, R. H. Hubbell, Thos. Hogan, Edwin Hallock, F. 
Hallock, D. H. Kelly, Edwin J. Keeler, A. K. Kennedy, 
Dr. F. N. Loomis, Watson J. Miller, D. E. McMahon, Geo. 
D. Mosher, Edward J. Malumphy, J. R. Mason, C. F. 
McCabe, Chas. H. Nettleton, T. H. Newcombe, E. M. Old- 
ham, Hon. T. J. O'Sullivan, John Peterson, Dr, A. W. 
Phillips, F. G. Perry, S. T. Palmer, B. W. Porter, Irving 
Peck, Fred W. Radcliffe, Dr. W. S. Randall, Z. Spencer, 
F. W. Simmons, A. R. Smith, Dr. G. A. Shelton, F. Ss. 
Slauter, G. H. Scranton, H. D. Sawyer, Dr. C. B. Tiley, 
Wi. Wilkinson, H. Holton Wood, W. H. Williams, H. F. 
Wanning, Frank Wanning, J. N. Wise, Horace Wheeler, 


Sturges Whitlock, Fred W. Wood, Wm. Wainman, J. Ny 3 
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water, possessing a valuable water front and Wharfage at 
the head of tide water, 

Like Derby, this borough contains among her residents 
pay infliential and pablic spirited men, who, ani bitiois 
for the growth of this locality, work in harmoi pwith that 
aim in view. One of the Host significant indications of this 
growth of Shelton as a residential place is the large amouit 
Of bailding being carried on, Particularly is this noticealile 
at South Had, a charining residence portion of Shelton, 
developed by the South Kad Land Company, Shelton has 
its full Share of talent in manufacturing and professional 
life, and its remarkable prouvess and excellent Water powei 
has arenes many capitalists from different parts of the 
Coney, 

The insiguration of a savings bank in Shelton was otiB 
of the most significant indications of the recent wrowth of 
the borough, and its existence has been proven A Bient 
benefit, to the community, Tis central location on the 
pHnieipal thoroughfare makes it oasy of aeeess, and its von 
venient situation iivites small savitigs of money on bie part 
Of its depositors, whieh is inest gratifying to the founders 
rs and Manageniont of the institution. Upon the organi 
mition of this society, July 25th, 1803, the institution passed 


down in history as the sist 
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hie Hew bank ave Hay: HHA SPeAHBSh GF WHIEH is the Bt 
BOUFABEHIENE Hie bank Offs far sinall SHVIBS Hint ite 
hwo lindied and ten Hepsi tH: 
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ROBABLY the mest portant feta i tlie revert 
iatleed evoweh of tis locality is this H¥@ Ad enorentic 
boatd of trade, The Bbjects Wiihed by the vfeAiiaation, 
diving the Hve years af its bxistbiite, Have been of aren 
willis to the welliie of the eoniniinthy: "Phat the Joel 
hoard of trade is ai elfieiant wie is Basi! 4 proven, OCoiniposerl 
GF GH hindied Wenbers, compiisiie the Hest Aehlve aad 
infieitial men of Derby awl Shelton, the OPSHHBALION Te 

Alyocated Muvenients pending only be publie welfare 
While the board offers teasonable tidieeiients tu de 
sitable converns ty locate here, ih papiildes sulinmes nooding 
proppiig On all sides, The Dusiness WEA, HAN TAEHIKeNS 
anil professional inen ogee es fhe mene of this 
HigAnisation lenow the gale of self help and invite wom 
petition. Ta the ian of firm mettle, mind and paindiple, 
pussessifig plish and indtsty, this looality offers wnnedal 
Lidtieenionts and to aet then 








humiking house in the Town 
Of Huntington, of whieh the 
Borough Of Shelton is a part. | 
he society was vewnited a 
Special charter, and althowsh 
bat little over two yenrs old 
iS i Bod Condition, its de- 
posits, Oetoher ist, 1895, | 
reaching if the aggre 
$90,000; Phis institution is 
destined to play an tniportant 
pe ii the fatire industri! 
Shelton, and owes its ex- 
istence 10 the efforts of its 
jainsipal founders: Colonel 
atson J. Miller, Jtidee 
Joseph Tomlinson, Phonias 
H. Nawean Wesley L, 
Chiek and others, by whom 
the hank was organized wud 
founded. The officers of the institution trom the start have 
lwen as follows: Col, Watson J. Miller, presidents J, H, 
Barlow, vies-president: J, Tomlinson, secretary and (rans: 
er these Well known imen, ail residents of Shelton, with 
the following, comprise the board of directors: Henry M, 
Domley Frederick (4, Parry, Gould A, Shelton and Henry 
Berry. With tlie above substantial inanagenent, the affairs 
of the institution were assured carefil and conservative 
hindling. Regular semi-annual dividends have been de- 
chuved. The bank first being started during the purie of 
183, fe cae tans, for the depositors were large, five per 
vent, dividends being made, The last two dividends have 
heen at the rate of four and one-half per cent, ‘The institi 
lion is operated on a home basis, io losis being made on 
any security further away than the immediate vicinity, 
The bank is most economically managed, aid its growth 
from the start has heen marked, The present quarters of 
the bank ave in the rooms of the town vlark's office, the 
secretary and treasurer boing also treasurer of the town anid 
borough. ‘The bank is open daily from 9 a, ti, to 5 pm, 
The amounts recwivad sits from one dollar to one thousand 
dollars from individuals, tie latter amount being the largent 
received, except on snounts where the bank sets as fristeu, 
When sums as large as twa thowsind dollars ave accepted. 
The great adyantawe to the vesidents of Shisiton, gained by 
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Teen) forth is the aim of the board 
The objets of thid oreani- 
| Wation are the wdvaneoment 
Of the individual ane poner 
| litereate of the commnnunity, 
the endouragement uf eon 
mercial and manufacturing 
induatelos, the iniprovenient. 
wf facilities for traeportie 
} tion, the diffusion of infor 
Mition coneurninge trade, 
miannifactiring wand other in- 
lordate, the cultivation of an 
intimate knowledge of all 
(uestions and everta affeet 
ing public welfare, thus 
wiving o healthful tone te 
public sentiment aud inel- 
dentally promoting social in- 
torcourse and rational enjoy- 


HAVIN, ANOVIS DIY, 


Tout amon ite members, 

The room of the association are located on Main treet, 
Dorby, and are accossible at all times to members, The 
quarters are fitted up with a simple and quiet elegance wug- 
goxtive of porfeot comfort and convertence. In the front 
of thie building lx the director's room, where the business 
meetings and mattors are disposed of, This room is imply 
large for the well attended assemblies and is woll furnished. 
On the large table in the centre are copies of all the latest 
insues of the papers and magazines, scientific and trade pub- 
lications. "The billiard room is a model and contains three 
of the best tables, This room is large, airy and admirabl y 
lighted and with its appurtenances is most inviting, Just 
Off from the billiard room is a small and neat kitchen where 
hot coffee and light lunches are served, Divided from the 
billiard room by tasty draperies is the card room and 
parlor, Krom the windows of this room admirable views 
of the river, lined with manufacturing industries, and the 
distant hills are obtained, This room with its elaborate 
furnishings, tiled old-fashioned fire place and pleasant out 
look, i# much frequented by nian era: and here many 
whist tournaments are held with competing clubs from out 
of town, The board of trade has also the material among 
ita mombers, for a strong baseball téam, which has reflect- 


ol credit on the organization, During the winter seasons, 
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courses of lectures and entertainments are given for the 
henofit of members and their friends, and several notable 
banquets have been held, 

While the members of the board of trade are celebrated 
for hospitality at their rooms, they are constantly on the 
alert for anything that will be for the benefit of the 
ausociation or the locality it represents. During the last 
yossion of the legislature the organization, by a special act, 
hocame an incorporated body, ‘The association is also, now 
an muixiliary of the state foand of trade, at the annual 
meetings of which Derby and Shelton are invariably re- 
prosonted. ‘The individual and collective work accomplish- 
ed by the members of the local board of trade, has been of 
a character highly conducive to the welfare of the com- 
munity, standing proof of which confronts the even casual 
observer on all iter, bosides much good in different direct- 
ions, Which does 
not show on the VA. ae 
surface, F 

To the un- 
tiring offorta of 
the board of 
trade, credit is 
entirely due for 
the replacing of 
{lie old wooden 
bridge, with the 
substantial 
structureof iron 
and modern fur 
chitecture now 
connecting Der 
by and Shelton, 
This important 
public improve. 
mont Wie se. 
cured by the 
passage of mn 
net of the legis. 
lature, whereby 
tho Aree part. 
of the expense 
was spared the 
taxpayers of the 
twotowns. This 
feat of diploma. 
ey was followed 
by other work, 
Which has told 
to the good of 
the community in no small degree, Three new factories, 
two of which are employing a combined force of 300 skilled 
workmen, have been induced to locate here, adding to the 
industrial importance of Derby and Shelton. Tn this work 
the board of trade was assisted by the Ousatonie Water 
Company, whose interests and operations are closely allied 
to those of the board, 

The matter of procuring lower freight rates has also 
beon successfully brought about, much to the Spectr pes 
of the manufacturers and business men, by the board of 
trade, and certain charges for switching have been 
wbolished. 

The appropriation for the dredging and improving of 
the river channel, granted by Congress, is also directly 
traced to the work of the organization. 

Having beon of unmistakable benefit and credit to the 
community if represents, the Derby and Shelton Board of 
Trade hus also become one of the tnabibuttonis of the locality ; 
and now, in the fifth year of its existance, stands well i 
the front ranks of similar organizations of the state. The 


= a ce 
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regular monthly meetings are well attended, and the results 
of which are invariably profitable in some way or other to 
this growing locality. 

The officers of the board are as follows: H. Holton 
Wood, president; Charles H. Nettleton, first vice-president; 
Charles B, Clark, second vice-president; F. W. Simmons, 
secretary; Charles EH. Clark, treasurer. 

The board of directors is composed of the following 
gentlemen, who, like the executive officers, are men of 
means and influence, having the welfare of the community 
invariably in mind. They are as follows: H. Holton 
Wood, Charles H, Nettleton, Dr. T. J. O'Sullivan, Geo, KE. 
Barber, Edward M. Oldham, H. F. Wanning, D. §. Brins- 
made, BE. B. Gager, R. W. Blake, Thos. L. Cornell, Chas. 
&. Clark, Watson J. Miller, Sturges Whitlock, Fred G. 
Perry and David N, Clark. 

The full list 


of the active 
members of the 
er board is as fol- 
lows in alpha- 
betical aaa 
Chas. B. Alling, 
AmosH., Alling, 
Hon. Wm. C, 
Atwater, T. 8S. 
Allis, James B. 
Atwater, W. F. 
Askam, T. W. 
Bassett, J. H. 
Brewster, D,M.. 
Bussett, George 
KE. Barber, I. J. 
Boothe, Thos.s. 
Birdseye, D. H. 
Bacon, Henry 
Berry, Cyrus 
Brewster, D. 8. 
Brinsmade,J.R. 
Brinsmade, R. 
W. Blake, Geo. 
W. Beardsley, 
R, M. Bassett, 
T. S. Bassett, 
H.N. Beardsley, 
F. W. Benham, 
Dr. CO. T. Bald- 
win, A. J. Bow- 
man, Wim. P. 
Bacon, <A. H. 
Carrington, Thomas L. Cornell, Charles E, Clark, W. L. 
Clark, Geo. B. Clark, D. N. Clark, Chas. H. Coe, Geo. H. 
Crook, W. 8. Downs, J. G. Day, J. H. Donovan, Chas. N. 
Downs, J. D. Dayton, W.S. Denslow, E. 8. Gordy, Geo. 
Griffin, B. N. Griffin, R. 8. Gardner, 8, E. Gesner, E. B. 
Gager, D. B, Giddings, Robt. O. Gates, A, E. Hewitt, Geo. 
F. Hunt, I. P. Howe, C. R. Howard, R. Hendee, J. T. 
Holian, R. H. Hubbell, Thos. Hogan, Edwin Hallock, F. 
Hallock, D. H. Kally, Kdwin J. Keeler, A. K. Kennedy, 
Dr. F. N. Loomis, Watson J, Miller, D. E. McMahon, Geo. 
D. Mosher, Edward J. renee J. R. Mason, C. F, 
McCabe, Chas, H. Nettleton, I. H. Newcombe, E. M, Old- 
ham, Hon. T, J. O'Sullivan, John Peterson, Dr. A. W. 
Phillips, F. G. Perry, $. T. Palmer, B. W. Porter, Irving 
Peck, Fred W. Radcliffe, Dr, W. 8. Randall, Z. Spencer, 
F. W. Simmons, A. R, Smith, Dr. G. A. Shelton, F. 8. 
Slauter, G. A. Scranton, H, D, Sawyer, Dr. C. B. ae 
Wim. Wilkinson, H. Holton Wood, W. H, Williams, H. F. 
qvenning, oie Waneangs J. N. Wise, Horace Wheeler, 
Sturges Whitlock, Fred W. Wood, Wm, Wainman, J. N. + 
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Williams. The honorary members comprise the following: 
Rey. Wm. H. Barton, Rev. Geo. H. Buck, Merritt Clark, 
Rev. E.C. Fellowes, Rey. T. J. Finn, Rey. Chas. McElroy, 
Rey. Chas. W. Shelton, Judge David Torrance, Col. Wm. 
B. Wooster, Derby; Rey. L. M. Keneston, Dr. B. I. Kidder, 
Rey. Arthur W. Smith, Shelton; Franklin Farrell, Hon. 
Chas. H. Pine, Hon. Thos, Wallace, Wm. Wallace, Ansonia; 
Hon. Edmond Day, Henry P. Day, Hon. Carlos French, 
James Swan, Seymour; R.'8. Hinman, Stevenson; Wm. E. 
Downs, New Haven; A. A. Cowles, New York. 


THE OUSATONIC WATER CO. 


Gus able company, owning the water privilege at the 


head of navigation on the Housatonic river, has, by 
its existence, been a most fortunate adjunct to the industria] 
hfe of the community composed of Derby and Shelton. 


GILL |ENG Co NY. 


Although improvements were made to the water power 
of the Housatonic at this point as far back as 1839, not 
until 1864 was a charter granted by the legislature that 
permitted the building of a dam. Consequently from the 
building of the dam of the Ousatonic Water Company in 
1870, dates the beginning of any marked growth of this 
-community as a manufacturing center, and at that period, 
it may be said, the present thriving borough of Shelton was 
given its birth. The organization of the company included 
several of the leading manufacturers of Birmingham, and 
those of them who remained in the company, through 
the many discouraging attempts to construct the dam, were 
finally rewarded by the possession of the largest and most 
reliable water power in the state. Through the enterprise 
and activity of the management of the company, one factory 
after another has been induced to locate here. By good 
management also, the company’s acquisitions of land have 


DERBY AND SHELTON. 


been large, and many unexcelled manufacturing sites are 
now offered by the company to reliable manufacturers, 
together with admirable water power. — 

The location, from its proximity to New York city, and 
its connection therewith by both rail and water, has attracted 
many industries to this locality. Transportation is provided 
to all points by two lines of railroad with connections with 
all freight lines throughout the country. Spur tracks are 
extended through factory property when desired, and every 
public improvement is to be availed of. The power offered 
by the company is located in the midst of a manufacturing 
community of 25,000 population within a radius of a mile 
and a half, and its proximity to the many other manufac- 
turing towns of the Naugatuck valley, make a good supply 
of skilled labor possible. 

The new dam built by the company in 1891 is of solid 
masonry, twenty-two feet in height, and from abutment 





DAM OF THE OUSATONIC WATER COMPANY, 686 FEET LONG, 


to abutment is 686 feet in width. The dam which was built 
upon the most improved plan, was designed by engineer 
D..S. Brinsmade, the secretary of the company, and since 
its construction has been visited by engineers from different 
parts of the country. The peculiar curve of the dam allows 
the formidable waters of the Housatonic to fall with an 
almost silent grace without washing out under the falls, 
The river, which extends over 100 miles above the dam, 
drains about 2,000 miles of territory, and on its tributazies 
are numerous lakes, with a combined area of not less 10,000 
acres. These serve as natural storages for the water, equal- 
izing the flow and affording a large amount at all seasons of 


the year. This, re-enforced by the immense reservoir above 
the dam, five miles in length, ensures a permanent supply 
of power. 


The company, having been in existence for so many 
years, has become possessed of a large amount of land guit- 


SOUVENIR HISTORY OF 


able for factory sites, and offer the same with factories built 
to suit desirable manufacturers. The company is capitalized 
at $500,000.00, and the numerous factories now located here 








D. S. BRINSMADE, VICE-PRES, OUSATONIC WATER Co. 


through their excellent inducements have more than doubled 
the amount of manufacturing carried on. The home office 
of the company is at Derby, and the officers and board 
of directors are nearly all local capitalists. The New 
York office of the corporation is at 280 Broadway, Stewart 
Building, where the company is represented by E. DeForest 
Shelton & Co. The vice-president and secretary, D. 8. 
Brinsmade, who has 
been associated with 
the company for the 
past twenty-five 
years, has been in- 


greatly to its success, 
He is also a promi- 
nent member and one 
of the directors of 
the Derby and Shel- 
ton Board of Trade, 
an organization that 
aims to develop the 
commercial interests 
of the community. 
The officers are: 
W. E. Downs, presi- 
dent;D.S.Brinsmade, 
secretary and treas- 
urer. Directors: 
W. E. Downs, D. 8. 
Brinsmade, Col. H. 
Holton Wood, A. H. 
Alling, Judge David 
Torrance,C. H.Clark, 
Geo. J. Brush, and 
B. DeForest Shelton, 





REY: GEORGE HICKMAN BUCK. 


strumental in adding — 
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ST. JAMES’ EPISCOPAL CHURCH. 


T. JAMES PARISH, Derby, dates back to 1737. The 
first missionaries of the English church were sent to 
these parts by the ‘‘Society for the Propagation of the 

Gospel in Foreign Parts.” These were the Revs. Messrs. 
Arnold, Morris and Lyons. In 1748 the Rev. Richard 
Mansfield, D. D., became rector, and continued as such for 
seventy-two years, until his death in 1820, and it was Dr. 
Mansfeld who laid the foundation of this old historic parish. 





ST. JAMES’ EPISCOPAL CHURCH. 


The first church building in up-town Derby was finished 
when Dr. Mansfield established himself in the place, which 
was the center of his extensive mission, some of the towns 
requiring his visits being thirty and forty miles distant. As 
the tide of population came towards the center of old Derby, 
it was found necessary to erect a new building, this being 
done, the new church was consecrated in November, 1799, 
by Bishop Jarvis by the name of St. James’ Church. “It 
had been hitherto called Christ’s Church, and that was the 
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designation of other unconsecrated churches in Connecticut, 
before and after the independence of the colonies. The 
names of the majority were from the beginning the same as 
now, but on the erection of new churches and the presence 
of a bishop in Connecticut to consecrate, their style and 
title in many instances 
were changed.” Beards- 
ley’s History of the Episco- 
pal churches in Connec- 
ticut states that the names 
of the rectors after Dr. 
Mansfield are: Rev’ds. 
Stephen Jewett, Chas. W. 
Bradley, Joseph Scott, 
William B. Ashley, D.D., 
Thos. T. Guion, 8. Hanson 
Coxe, D,.D., Jared B. 
Flagg, D.D., John Brain- 
ard, D.D., Nathan H. 
Chamberlain, Simon G. 
Fuller, Leondias B. Bald- 
win, Orlando Witherspoon 
and the present rector, 
the Rey. George Hickman 
Buck, — sixteen rectors 
eee in all. In 1841 the 

REV. HICHAKD MANSHIKLD, 0.D, parish voted unanimously SHELTON CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH. 
to build a new and third church. Birmingham had grown 5 ; aah 
somewhat, and indications were not wanting that the growth Boston. Here he continued one year, and then Bocepted 
of the town and church would be in that direction, A lot the charge of Grace church, at South Boston. Mr. Buck 
was offered to the parish without cost by Messrs. Smith and ¢Ontinued in charge of that parish from 1880 to 1887, when 
Phelps, on the east side of the public green, and being ac- he resigned to become rector of St. James’, in D erby. 
cepted by the parish, the present church building was During the present rectorship, the parish has taken a for- 
erected and consecrated in 1843. From this time the growth Ward move. The church building has been Improved by 
of the Parish became more rapid. In his centennial dis. ™any beautiful memoriais. Among the most Important 
course, in 1841, the Rey. Mr. Scott reported the number of are the memorial windows, the altar, the chancel and the 
communicants as 130, and families 112. In 1853 the build- baptistery rails, the corona, the lecturn and bible, the 
ing was enlarged with an addition of about 15 feet to the memorial tablets to Dr, Mansfield and Mr. A. B. Glover. 
structure, and the square tower. In the tower there is a The parish is entirely free of debt, has a full list of pew 
chime of bells. The present rector, the Rev. George Hick- holders, and its current expenses are always provided for, 
man Buck, began his rectorship February, 1887. Mr. Buck The families number 325, communicants 365, and individuals 
is a native of Baltimore, Maryland. After his graduation 1,400. . The parish has also a small endowment fund, and 
in 1879 from the General Theological Seminary of the 181 a good condition financially and otherwise. 

Protestant Episcopal church in New York city, he accepted . 

a call to become assistant to the rector of Emmanuel church, METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH, 


Ayo G the finest church edifices in the state, is that 

of the Derby Methodist Episcopal church, This 
handsome church, of which an illustration is shown, to- 
gether with its present pastor, 
is of modern architecture and 
possesses a particularly attrac- 
tive interior. The church was 
organized in 1793 and has had 
a remarkable growth. The 
present attendance and mem- 
bership are large, and comprise 
a number of leading families 
of this vicinity. 


FIRST CONGREGATIONAL 
CHURCH. 


(Rae oldest church of Derby 
is that of the First Cong- 
regational, which was organized 
in 1678. The church was first 
known as ‘The Church of 
Christ in Derby.” The church edifice of this time honored 
= society, has formany years stood commandingly on the east 

eer yo DERBY METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH, side of Derby, and has a large congregation, 











REY. W. H. BARTON. 
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SECOND CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH. 


HE Second Congregational Church of Derby, formerly 
known as the Birmingham Congregational Church, 

was founded in 1846. 
The first members of the 
now influential church 
were those who with- 
drew from the First 
Congregational Church 
shortly before that time. 
The church, which has 
recently been improved 
both inside and out, is 
now most attractive. 
The church, with par- 
sonage adjoining faces 
the Green,and is located 
in close proximity to 
the Methodist and Epis- 
copal houses of worship, 
The present pastor is 
Rev. Edw. C. Fellowes. 


ST. MARY’S 
ROMAN CATHOLIC 
CHURCH, 


HE second Catholic 

in Derby of whom 
there is any positive 
information was the Rev. Calvin White, who had been 
an Episcopalian minister and assistant to Rev. Dr. Mans- 
field, and who turned to Catholicism in 1823. He was the 
grandfather of Richard Grant White, the distinguished 
litterateur, On the 10th of September, 1833, there landed 
from the old sloop, The Guide, Matthew Kelledy with his 
wife and child, John Phelan, Wm. Foley and John O’Con- 
ners. They were followed in afew years by Michael Stokes, 
Patrick Quinn, Farrell Reilly, George Wallace, John Regan, 


Henry Cos- 
- . ) 


INTERIOR 


grove, John 
Reynolds, Thos. 








ST. MARY'S R, C, CILURCH, 





ST. MARY’S R. C. CHURCH. 
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Maher, and others. Their spiritual wants were attended 
to by Rey. James:;McDermott and Rey. James Smyth, who 
came from New Haven and celebrated mass in private 
houses. In 1845 the first Catholic church was erected on 
land donated by Anson 
G. Phelps. This may 
be regarded as the first 
step in the formation 
of the parish. Rev. 
Michael O’Neile then 
came here from Water- 
bury, and remained 
when the 
first resident pastor was 
appointed. The present 
pastor is Rey. Chas. J. 
McElroy, and the pres- 
ent assistant Rey. T. J. 
Finn. The former pas- 
tors were: Rev. James 
Lynch, Rev. John 
Lynch, Rey. John Sher- 
idan, Rey.P.J.O’Dywer, 
Rey. P. M. Kennedy. 
During Rey. P. M. 
Kennedy’s pastorate the 
present church and 
parochical residence ad- 
joining were erected. 
The church was dedi- 
cated in 1882, Bishop 
McMahon being cele- 
brant, and Bishop O’Reilly preacher, on that occasion. The 
Sisters of Mercy opened a parochial school in 1885. The 
population of the parish is now about 4,000 souls, and the 
valuation of the church property isapproximately $125,000. 
Besides the handsome church edifice, with steeple 200 feet 
in height, and parsonage adjoining, the church possesses 
desirable convent property at the corner of Hast Ninth 
street and Seymour avenue. Here is the the home of the 
Sisters of Mercy, where eleven Sisters of Charity reside. 
Two large cemeteries are also in the parish. _ St. Mary’s 
cemetery at Ansonia, is the elder of these, which, although 
since the parish was formed the town has been divided, 
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still remains in the parish. The recently founded cemetery 
of Mt. St. Peter’s, at Turkey Hill, from its charming situa- 





REY. CHARLES J. McELROY. 


tion overlooking the river, promises to become one of the 
finest in the state. This cemetery is also owned by the 
parish. The societies connected with St. Mary’s church are 
many, and comprise the organizations of the Sodality of the 
Children of Mary, composed of young women of the parish, 





REV, THOMAS J. FINN, 
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and senior and junior divisions of the Sacred Thirst Society, 
for both sexes. These are temperance organizations. The 
pastors of the church are particularly energetic in the culti- 
vation of the morals of the young, and have greatly en- 
couraged the Boy’s Cadets, a juvenile military organization 
of promise. The lay trustees of the church are John 
Dockery and William Rowan. 

Rey. C. J. McElroy was born in New York city, but 
spent his younger years in Bridgeport. He made his class- 
ical studies at St. Charles college, Maryland, and his philo- 
sophical and theological studies at Troy seminary, New 
York, where he was ordained in 1879. He was assistant at 
St, Peter’s church, Hartford, until 1887, when he was 
appointed pastor of New Milford and surrounding missions. 
He succeeded Rey. P. M. Kennedy as pastor of St. Mary’s 
church in February, 1892. 

Rev. Thomas J. Finn was born in Winsted, Conn. He 
studied at St. Bonaventure’s college and seminary, Allegany, 
N. Y. He was ordained at St. Joseph’s Cathedral, Hart- 
ford, Conn., by the late Bishop McMahon in 1886. He was 
appointed assistant to Rey. P. M. Kennedy in September, 
1886, and has been stationed here since. 





CITY HALL AND STERLING OPERA HOUSE. 


The pastors of the church are extremely popular in 
the community, and are wide awake in all matters tending 
to promote the city’s welfare, 


STERLING OPERA HOUSR. 


Pst among the public institutions of this locality, in 
the eye of the great amusement loving public, is this 
popular theatre. With its generous seating capacity of 
1,250 and excellent stage, as a place of amusement it holds 
its own with the theatres of larger cities. The pres 
theatre, in the city hall building, is leased from the city 
manager J. L, Ungerer, a more capable man than whom is 
not known in the theatrical business. The house was first 
opened under the management of Jean Jacques, who leased 
the theatre four years in 1889. Austin Harris succeeded 
Mr. Jacques, filling out the lease until the place was taken 
in hand by the present manager, whose long experience as 
an actor, manager and scenic artist, has been of great value 
to the present admirably conducted theatre. Upon as. 
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suming control of the house, he set about making improve- 
ments to the stage, recovering all scenery, re-adjusting and 
rigging the grooves. They can now be operated, if neces- 
sary, by one man. The stock accessories of the stage now 





MANAGER J. LOUIS UNGERER. 


comprise 216 sets of sheaves for travelling scenery, forty 
sets of lines and over a dozen sets of scenery. The stage 
being sixty four feet wide and thirty four feet deep, com- 
prising 700 feet of running boards, is amply large for the 
greatest spectacular shows, The whole center of the stage 
can be taken out with traps. Underneath the stage are ten 
comfortable dressing rooms, the superb accomodations of 
which are appreciated by the theatrical companies playing 
here. A handsome new drop curtain adds no little to the 
beauty of the interior, The house is well heated, lighted 
and ventilated, possesses several exits, and if the occasion 
required, could be emptied in less than four minutes, The 
auditorium of the house is admirably ar- 
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the Octoroon however, that he made his first hit; his 
athletic build and general appearance adding greatly to his 
success in Indian parts. His remarkable versatility made 
him especially appreciated in the various character parts 
which, during his nearly twenty years stage life made him 
a general favorite. His rendering of the heavy villian in 
Michael Strokoff, and Chisper, the Indian, while in support 
of Marion Elmore, won him additional honors. Under the 
management of Peck & Fursman he staged and directed the 
great financial success ‘“Daniel Boone”, taking the part of 
Black Fish the Indian Chief. His ability as a stage 
manager was recognized by the management of the various 
companies with which he was connected, he having filled 
that position in nearly every play in which he has accepted 
a part. The last twelve seasons he was with James H. 
Wallack, having taking the part of Steve Sheppard for 
3,200 performances. For Mr. Wallack, Mr. Ungerer was 
also business manager and stage manager, making a tour 
of this country, England and Australia. After making a 
record and reputation rarely equalled, three years ago he 
leased the Sterling Opera House. Mr. Ungerer having re- 
tired from the stage and taken up his permanent abode in 
Derby has, since assuming the management of the opera 
house, greatly added to the popularity of the house. Few 
theatres are better managed and few more worthy of pat- 
ronage than the Sterling Opera House, whose frequent 
attractions draw large audiences from the people residing 
within access of its attractive stage. 


DERBY GAS COMPANY. 


b its supply of gas, electric light and electric motive 
power, this locality is peculiar fortunate, the service 
by the above company being most excellent. 

The Derby Gas Company was organized in 1871 and 
commenced business the year following, and has since 
supplied gas to the public in the territory embraced in the 
present cities of Derby and Ansonia and borough of Shelton. 
In these associated towns, the company has laid about 
twenty-two miles of pipe, covering every priacipal street 
and avenue in the field of its operation. The gas plant, 
which, in the many years of its existence, has been gradu- 
ally enlarged and improved, is located at Shelton on the 
bank of the Water Company’s canal. The plant is as well 
equipped as those of the larger New England cities, and 
comprises both coal and water gas works. The latter, or 
water gas plant, was erected in 1893, This new and im- 
portant acquisition was deemed necessary at that time, as 





ranged so that every seat is a good one. 
The two balconies add to the large seating 
capacity, and there are the usual private 
boxes. The management of this theatre is 
energetic and the attractions that are pre- 
sented are of the best, 

Mr, Ungerer, the present manager, a 
retired actor, and manager of high reputa- 
tion, was born in Philadelphia about thirty 
six years ago. He was educated in the 
public schools of the Quaker city, and when 
a mere boy showed a decided talent for 

oo theatricals, At eighteen he played 
Jamon, in ‘Damon & Pythias”, his display 
of talent gaining him shortly after a good 
part in the Howland Combination playing 
the ‘ American Cousin.” His reputation 
was gradually added to while taking leading 
arts in ‘True Blue,” ‘‘ Brother Against 
rother” and finally as the Chevalier in the 
‘*Two Orphans.” It was as the Indian in 
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the consumption of gas had so increased as to demand a 
greater output. With this addition, the company is pre- 
pared to furnish gas for a population yery much larger 
than that which now exists in the territory covered. In 
addition to the retort and purifying houses, the plant at 
Shelton contains two gas holders of 150,000 cubie feet 
capacity, besides several other buildings, including boiler 
house and coal sheds. In 1893 a gas holder, of 200,000 
cubic feet capacity, was erected on the bank of the Naug- 
atuck river at Ansonia, which greatly increased the facili- 
ties of the company for storing gas, and also enabled them 
to give a more satisfactory supply in Ansonia than had 
previously been possible. The Derby Gas Company fur- 
nishes gas of an average light of twenty candle power ata 
lower price than is ordinarily charged by companies in 
places of equal population. The price per thousand feet is 
now $1.60 and to large customers a discount is allowed. 
The price contrasts strongly with that of $4.00 per thousand 
feet charged by the 
company when it first 
commenced business. 
The management has 
always shown a disposi- 
tion to meet the public 
in a liberal spirit, and 
has furnished gas at as 
low a price as possible. 

The company com- 
menced to furnish elec- 
tric light in 1885, when 
a small mill now.a part 
of the Derby Rubber 
Company, in Shelton, 
was purchased and fit- 
ted up as an electric 
light station. The busi- 
ness so outgrew these 
quarters that in 1890 
the present station on 
the Derby side of the 
Housatonic was erected. 

The new electric 
light plant can be run 
by either water or steam 
power, and is fitted 
with two large water 
wheels of 200 horse 
power each and a 350 horse power steam engine. There 
are six dynamos, capable of furnishing 290 are lights, 
and three incandescent dynamos of a capacity of 2,600-16 
candle power lights. The plant is equipped with the latest 
improved machinery, and the excellence of the lighting of 
the public streets of Derby, Shelton, and Ansonia, has been 
frequently commented upon. In June, 1895, the company 
added, at their electric station, two 200 k-w-generators, and 
motive power has since been supplied through electric cur- 
rent to various small motors in the three towns. 

Following the plan of other gas companies the corpora- 
tion, in 1892, had erected for them asubstantial brick build- 
ing on Elizabeth street, where they have since occupied 
ground floor offices. The present office quarters are most 


_attractive and convenient, and enables them to make an 


excellent exhibit of a large line of gas stoves and gas appli- 


ances of all kinds. By this and other enterprising steps the 


company has added to its popularity and efficiency as a 
semi-public institution. 

The officers of the company are as follows : President, 
William B, Wooster; See’y and Treas., Charles H. N ettleton ; 


- Directors, William B. Wooster, William E. Downes, Royal 


ESS 
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M. Bassett, Thomas Wallace, Frank E. Hoadley, Charles 
E. Clark, William H. Matthews, H. Holton Wood, and 
Charles H. Nettleton. 


BIRMINGHAM WATER COMPANY. 


OG City of Derby is furnished with water for fire and 

domestic use by the Birmingham Water Company. 
This company was chartered largely through the efforts of 
Colonel William B. Wooster and Mr. William E. Downes, 
in 1859. An organization was effected that year, and the 
year following water was first supplied. 

A reservoir of about nine acres was built on Derby 
Hill, near the residence of the late Urbane H. Swift, Esq., 
and pipes were laid from there down the hill, across the 
Naugatuck river, and though the principal streets in what 
was then the Borough of Birmingham, The pipes put in 
were what was known as cement lined pipes, those being 
thought at that time to 
be the besti for the pur- 
poseof conveying water. 
Experience proved, 
however, that under 
heavy pressure these 
pipes were liable to 
burst, and in 1874 the 
Company commenced 
replacing them with 
those made of cast iron. 
This was continued un- 
til in 1885 all of the old 
pipes had been taken 
out and uew and larger 
iron pipes laid. As the 
consumption of water 
increased the capacity 
of the reservoir was 
found insufficient for 
the demand, and in 1871 
4 second reservoir was 
built a short distance 
from the first, and ata 
higher elevation, This 
was enlarged in 1889 by 
the raising of the dams 
so that now the two 
reservoirs on Derby Hill 
have a total area when full of 44 acres, and a storage capac- 
ity of over 100,000,000 gallons. 

The pressure on the mains varies with the elevation 
above the river. Around the factories the pressure is 112 

ounds, and this decreases as the streets rise above that 
evel, but all through the principal streets where the larger 
part of the houses are located the pressure is in excess of 
70 pounds. This is not only a great convenience in forcing 
water into the highest stories of buildings, but also saves 
the city the expense of maintaining steam engines for fire 
purposes. The pressure is sufficient at every hydrant to 
throw water over the tops of any buildings now erected. 


light station on Housatonic avenue, and the reservoirs being 
empty in the summer of that year, the pump was run 
four months, and proved ample to supply the consump 

of the city. The pump has a capacity of 3,000,000 gallons 
in twenty-four hours. 

The mains of the company are connected with the 
Ansonia Water Company in upper Derby, with the Foun- 
tain Water Company at the upper end of Atwater avenue 
and with the Shelton Water Com pany over the Housatonic 
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river, and in case of necessity water can be taken from, or 
furnished to, any or all of these companies. 

The company supplies about 800 buildings in the city 
through ten miles of water mains, which last vary in diam- 








AMOS H. ALLING,. 


eter from four to twelve inches. There are connected with 
the pipes 63 public and 11 private hydrants. The quality 
of the water is good, and is believed to be better than that 
supplied generally to the cities and towns in this section of 
New England. 

The present officers of the company are: Col. Wm. B. 
Wooster, president; Judge Dayid Torrance, secretary; 
Charles H. Nettleton, treasurer and agent. The board of 
directors consists of the three gentlemen named above, and 
William E. Downes and Charles E. Clark. 


A. H. ALLING. 


ROM long connection with the affairs of Derby, in both 
business and public life, Amos Henry Alling has for 
many years been among the foremost of its citizens. He 
was born in Orange, Conn., January 3, 1823, and is de- 
scended from old Colonial ancestry. His father, the late 
Chas. W. Alling, began a business in wool carding and 
cloth dressing which, in the hands of his sons, developed 
into the manufacture of woolen cloths. Im 1845 A. H. Al- 
ling formed a partnership with his brother and leased his 
father’s mill. This partnership, being still in existence, is 
a most remarkable one, the firm of A. H. & C. B. Alling 
having conducted business for over fifty consecutive years. 
» 1858, the brothers were attracted to Derby by the excel- 
ent water power, and purchasing mill property transferred 
their operations to this town. Some years later, their mills 
were destroyed by fire; and the old copper mill property of 
Anson G. Phelps was purchased. This is the location of 
the present Paugassett Mills, employing a large number of 
hands and turning out woolen hosiery and underwear to a 
trade embracing every state in the Union. Outside of his 
large manufacturing business Mr. Alling, with his brother, 
has been most active in the purchase and improvement of 


local real estate, and a large portion of the business blocks 
of the present city of Derby stand as indications of their 
enterprise. Mr. Alling has been honored by election and 
appointment to various offices and positions of trust. He 
served in the state legislature from this town in 1865, and 
has taken his full part in filling local minor offices of the 
town and city. He was one of the founders of the Ousa- 
tonic Water Company, in 1866, and has ever since been a 
member of the board of directors of that company. Mr. 
Alling is known as one of the successful Connecticut men 
who has added his full share to the community in which 
he resides. He is a leading member of the Methodist Epis- 
copal Church of this city, of which society he has been con- 
neces since 1842, and to which church he is a liberal con- 
tributor. 


C. B. ALLING. 


FF oremose among the men to whom is due the building 
up of this locality to its present state of prosperity is 
this leading citizen and manufacturer. He was born in 
Orange, Conn., June 20th, 1824. Although seventy-one 
years of age, the results of a temperate and well-spent life 
are indicated by his strong physique, clear eye and keen in- 
tellect. Having been engaged in the manufacture of woolen 
hosiery and underwear as a member of the firm of A. H. & 
CG. B. Alling for fifty consecutive years, the lightness with 
which time sets upon his shoulders is more than remarkable. 
He is a son of the late Charles W. Alling, one of the 
pioneer manufacturers of Orange, and Lucy (Booth) Alling, 
daughter of Walter Booth, of Woodbridge, a soldier of the 
Revolution. He also traces his ancestry back to Roger 
Alling, one of the early settlers of New Haven County. 
The subject of this sketch was educated in the district 
school of his native town, and, when a small boy, gathered 
wool from the neighboring farmers for use at his father’s 





CHARLES B. ALLING. 


mill, the method of obtaining raw material differing vastly 
to that now in vogue in the busy mills now operated by Mr. 
Alling in this city. At seventeen years of age he took 
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charge of the wool carding, spinning, weaving, and finish- 
ing of the cloth for the farmer customers. He continued 
in charge of his father’s mill until he had reached his ma- 
jority, and then, with his brother, in 1845, leased the prop- 
erty from his father who with but a few dollars capital 
began business for themselves. His natural ability, together 
with his economical habits and steady application to busi- 
ness, soon became apparent, and the business, conducted 
under such commendable methods, soon showed marked 
growth. The same good traits displayed by him as a young 
Man as regards vigilance and industry are eyinced in 
him at the present time—after having amassed a compe- 
tency. From a manufacturer of custom cloth for the 
farmers, he became engaged in the production of yarns and 
hosiery, and later, hosiery and underwear. The limited 
advantages of Orange soon forced the Messrs, Alling to 
seek other fields for their operations, In 1858, attracted by 
the superb water power and easy means of transportation, 
they purchased desirable manufacturing property here. 
The prominent part played by the large Pangasset Mills in 
the business life of the community during the intervening 
years. is well known to 
the residents of this city. 
The old mills were de- 
stroyed by fire in 1864, 
and property in the im- 
mediate vicinity was pur- 
chased. This property 
was formerly the copper 
mills of Anson G. Phelps, 
from which works the 
copper industry now car- 
vied on in this vicinity 
was given birth. The 
present mills have been 
occupied by the Messrs. 
Alling for the past 31 
years, several enlarge- 
ments having been made 
in that time. The prod- 
uctis sold in every state 
in the Union. Haying 
acquired success in man- 
ufacturing, Mr. Alling 
has gradually become 
interested in Derby real 
estate, being at the pres- 
ent time the largest tax- 
payer. His interest in 
the city is demonstrated at every turn. The business fore- 
sight of the Messrs. Alling prompted them to acquire land 
in the heart of the present city. This they have built upon 


of the greater part of the store property of this young but 
progressive city. Among the principal blocks built and 
owned by them may be mentioned the buildings on Main 
street from the imposing Postoffice Block to the building 
now occupied by the Howard & Barber Co., and others, 
Many of the handsome Elizabeth street blocks stand as 
monuments to the enterprise in taking the initiatory in de- 
veloping that now busy street. The imposing brick struc- 
ture just completed, and now standing at the corner of Main 
and Elizabeth streets, is one of the most desirable business 
blocks in the city. It is utilized for store and office pur- 
poses, and, like the other buildings owned by the Messrs. 
Alling, contains all modern improvements, 

To matters pertaining to the welfare of Derby Mr. Al- 
ling has ever added his influence, In the construction of 
the dam across the Housatonic river he was one of the 
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promulgators, and various public improvements can he 
traced to his personal effort. From his long residence here, 
Mr. Alling has added more to the prosperity of the locality 
than any other man. His kindness of heart, philanthropic 
nature, superior intelligence and happy disposition have 
gained him the esteemed respect of all. He is a member of 
the Board of Trade and the M. B. Church, and although 
seventy-one years of age, is one of the most active business 
men. His residence, surrounded by spacious grounds, is 
situated on an elevated point in the centre of the city, and 
is a good specimen of the many comfortable homes of which 
this city boasts. 


COL. WATSON J. MILLER. 


(pte president and general manager of the Derby Silver 

Company, Col. Watson J. Miller, is one of the best 
known manufacturers of the commonwealth and a present 
member of the staff of Gov. Coflin. He is a valued citizen 
of Shelton, town of Huntington, and was born in Middle- 
town, Conn., Nov. 23, 1849, Heisa descendant of Thomas 
Miller, who came from 
England about 1630 and 
who built and operated 
the first mill at Middle- 
town about 1660. Col, 
Miller is also descended 
from Governor Benjamin 
Miller, governor of Con- 
necticutin Colonial times, 
and is therefore eligible 
to membership in the 
Sons of the Colonial 
Wars. On the maternal 
side he is a lineal de- 
scendant of Timothy 
Prout, who came to 
Boston about 1640, and, 
removing to Middletown 
about 1670, was interest- 
ed in building the first 
sailing vessel on the Con- 
necticut at Middletown, 
Col. Miller obtained his 
education at the Middle- 
town High School, and 
subsequently attended 
the Chase Institute and 
the New Haven Business 
College. In 1868 he engaged in the manufacture of 
Silverware at Middletown, Conn., and in 1874 married 
Miss Susie J. Waite, daughter of Alonzo Waite, of Chico- 
pee, Mass. He then went to New York and continued in 
the silverware manufacturing business. In 1879, however, 
he located in Shelton, where he became secretary, treasurer 
and general manager of the reorganized Derby Silver Co. 
Ten years later he became its president, with control and 
general management. 

His long connection and successful association with 
silverware manufacturing and fortunate handling of the 
affairs of the large concern which he is at the head, make 
him one of the best known men in the trade. He has had 
tendered him several times the nomination of representative 
from his town, and has declined numerous political honors, 
Upon the election of Gov. Coffin he was slated for member- 
ship to the governor's staff, and since becoming a colonel 
has made a most desirable aid-de-camp to his staunch friend 
and excellency the governor. Col. Miller.is known as a 
hospitable entertainer at his handsome residence in Shelton, 
and is energetic in all movements of a public nature, being 
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especially active in the development of the locality in which 
he resides. He is one of the founders and president of the 
South End Land Co., president of Shelton Savings Bank, 
and the Shelton Building and Loan Association. He is also 
a director in the Derby Building and Lumber Co. and Home 
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Trust Co., Derby and Shelton Board of Trade, Shelton Pub- 
lie Library, and succeeded the late Edward N. Shelton as a 
director'in the Birmingham National Bank. He is also a 
prominent and thirty-second degree Mason, and a member 
of the Mystic Shrine. Col. Miller is also a member of the 
Ancient and Honorable Artillery of Boston, and will ac- 
company that noted military organization in their trip to 
England when United States arms will have for the first 
time been carried on British soil by the consent of the 
queen. 


COL. WILLIAM B. WOOSTER. 


ISTINGUISHED among the prominent citizens of this” 


vicinity, is Col. William B. Wooster.. He was born 

in Oxford, Conn., August 22, 1821, and was the son of 
Russell and Avis (Burr) Wooster. Like many of the men 
of whom the state have reason to be proud, he was brought 
up on a farm, where he developed a good constitution and 
good morals. He was educated in the district school and 
academy at Oxford, and at the age of 19 began to teach. A 
few years later he entered Yale University, from which he 
graduated in 1846, and the same year opened a law office in 
Birmingham. Possessed of rare talent, he soon became re- 
tained as counsel in the most important cases, and in a short 
time built up a lucrative clientage. In 1858 he became a 
candidate for representative from Derby, and served the 
year following in the state legislature. In 1859 he was 
elected to the state senate, and two years later was again 
returned to the house. His service while representing the 
town of Derby and the senatorial district, was of a marked 
character. Drawing up many of the acts and resolves which 
made Connecticut’s famous legislative war record, he was 
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most active in securing their passage. During his service 
at the capitol and later he was most active in making patri- 
otic speeches and enlisting volunteers. 

August 22, 1862, he was commissioned lieut.-colonel of 
the Twentieth Conn. Vol., infantry, and started for the war. 
He won his first notable honors at Chancellorsville, where 
for distinguished gallantry on the field he was brevetted a 
colonel. After he had made a stubborn fight against bold 
and fierce assaults, he ordered a retreat only when it was 
impossible for his men to hold the ground a moment longer. 
After two horses had been shot down from under him he 
was finally captured, made a prisoner, and deprived of his 
sword which he valued highly, being the gift of some of his 
townsmen. It was recovered later however, being taken 
from a rebel prisoner captured by his men. . After being 
confined in the celebrated Libby Prison he was finally 
exchanged, and led his command to the Battle of Gettys- 
burg, where his regiment was in the thickest of the fight. 
At the very front of his forces he led the fight at Culp’s 
Hill, when his command with other forces led the attack. 
In March, 1864, he was placed in command of a colored 
regiment, the Twenty-ninth Conn. Vols., of which he was 
made colonel. This brave regiment he led throughout the 
remainder of the war: His command was the first to enter 
Richmond upon its evacuation, and Col. Wooster was 
detailed judge there under martial law. 

Upon the close of the war he returned to Birmingham 
and resumed his law practice, which increased with marked 
rapidity. He later associated with him Judge David 
Torrance, and later Judge E. B. Gager, forming the well 
known law firm of Wooster, Torrance & Gager. Upon the 
appointment of Judge Torrance to the superior court bench, 
W. H. Williams was taken into the firm. Col. Wooster’s 
name still remains at the head of the law firm of Wooster, 
Williams & Gager, a combination of legal talent of great 
credit to the county and state. He was married Oct. 11, 
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1870 to Miss Wallace of Birmingham, daughter of the late 
Thomas Wallace, one of the leading manufacturers of this 
vicinity. Col. Wooster resides on Clifton Ave., Ansonia, 
where he is surrounded by luxury and leads a retired life. 
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JUDGE DAVID TORRANCE. 


JQotasry prominent amorig the citizens of Derby is 

Judge David Torrance of the Connecticut Supreme 
Court, who has been a resident here since the close of the 
war. He was born in Edinburgh, Scotland, March ard, 
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1840. Left fatherless at the age of nine years, he came to 
this country with his mother who settled in Norwich in 
1849 with her children. After five year’s attendance in the 
public schools of that city, he went to work in a cotton 
mill, commencing at fourteen to earn his own living. A 
year later he entered the mills of the Chelgea Paper Co., 
and commenced to learn the trade of paper making. Upon 
the breaking out of the war and the president’s call for 
volunteers, he enlisted as a private in the Eighteenth Conn. 
Vols., a regiment which saw its full share of active service. 
At the battle of Winchester, it was his misfortune to be 


captured and taken prisoner, being confined in the cele-. 


brated Libby prison and later at Belle Isle. In J uly 1863, 
he was paroled and a few months later was commisioned 
captain of a colored company of the Twenty-ninth Conn. 
Vols. For efficient service he was afterwards made Major 
of the regiment and still later lieutenant-colonel, under 
which commission he was mustered out of seryice in 
October, 1865. Upon becoming an officer in the colored 
regiment, he formed the acquaintance of Colonel William 
B. Wooster, its commanding officer, with whom he finally 
became associated in the practice of law. His ambition to 


become a lawyer manifested itself in the service, and in his’ 


superior officer he found an excellent tutor and advisor, 
and one who aided him greatly in his studies, 

In 1865 he came to Birmingham with Col. Wooster, 
in whose office he prosecuted the study of law. In 1868 he 
was admitted to the bar and commenced practice. Soon 
after a partnership was formed under the frm name of 
Wooster & Torrance, the junior member adding his full 
share toward the building up of the large clientage and 
enviable reputation of the able law firm. Later Judge E. 


B, Gager was taken into partnership and the firm cow 
tinued under the name of Wooster, Torrance & Gager. In 
1871 Judge Torrance was elected to represent Derby in the 
state legislature where his active work was recognized by a 
re-election two years later. In 1878 he was the successful 
candidate for secretary of state, the duties of which office 
he despatched for two years, He was appointed judge of 
the court of common pleas for New Haven county in 1881, 
to which he was re-appointed in 1885. Before entering 
upon his second term he was appointed a judge of the 
Superior Court of the state and served in that capacity 
until 1890, when he was appointed a judge of the Supreme 
Court of Errors, the highest judicial tribunal of the state, 
of which distinguished body he is now a member, 

His service on the field of battle, long public service, 
ability as an attorney and fairness as a judge of the acts of 
his fellow men, have brought him into prominence of a 
marked order. In social life he is a familiar figure and his 
after dinner speeches have won him no little fame. He is 
a member of the F. & A. M., Grand Army of the Republic, 
and Army and Navy Club of Conn, He is also a member 
of the Derby and Shelton Board of Trade and a director in 
several local corporations. 


WILLIAM H. WILLIAMS. 


A MOST able member of the New Haven County bar is 

W. H. Williams of the noted law firm of Wooster, 
Williams & Gager of Derby. He was born in Bethany, Ct., 
June 7, 1850, and like many of the prominent lawyers of 
this commonwealth, worked out his education against the 
face of great obstacles. His first schooling was obtained at 
Durham, Ct., where he attended the district school until he 
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Was seven years of age. At that early age he went to work 
on a farm and attended school a few years during the win- 
ter. In September, 1870, he went to live with Judge Harris 
B. Munson in Seymour, in whose office he first comnenced 


SOUVENIR HISTORY OF 


the study of law. During the first two years he worked 
about half the time on the farm, devoting such time as he 
could to his law books. The third year he was enabled, by 
previous frugality, to devote himself entirely to the study 
of his profession and the usual attempts at practice allowed 
to young lawyers before admission to the bar. On Jan. 6, 
1874, he was admitted to the bar at New Haven, and com- 
menced practice in the office of his valuable friend Judge 
Munson, to whose daughter he was united in marriage in 
May, 1874. Shortly after commencing practice he was ap- 
pointed prosecuting agent, the obligations of which office 
he fulfilled with marked vigilance. On the 1st of April, 
1880, Mr. Williams opened a branch office in Birmingham, 
and two years later took up his residence there. Upon the 
appointment of Judge David Torrance to the superior court 
bench Mr. Williams was invited to take a partnership in the 
firm formerly Wooster, Torrance & Gager, thus forming 
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the well known law firm of Wooster, Williams & Gager. 
His natural talent for his profession made him a most desir- 
able acquisition to that well known firm. His success in 
intricate criminal cases has made him one of the leaders in 
the state. He is an able pleader, and possessing remark- 
ably keen perception, looks well after the interests of his 
many clients. 

Mr. Williams is a member of New Haven Command- 
ery of Knights Templar and a Mason. He is also a mem- 
ber of the I. O. O. F. and Knights of Pythias and the Derby 
and Shelton Board of Trade. His handsome residence on 
Atwater ayenue, erected by him in 1887-88, is one of the 
finest of Derby’s comfortable homes. Im 1878 he was mar- 
ried to Miss Nellie -A. Johnson of Seymour, who, since 
three years after the death of his first wife, has shared his 
prosperity. Mr. Williams is known as one of the most 
prominent citizens and most public spirited men of this lo- 
cality, while his activity in his profession and prominence 
in the social life of the city make him one of the best known 
of local residents. 
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LFRED CARLETON BALDWIN, whose law office 
adjoins those of the well known firm of Wooster, 
Williams & Gager in 
the Board of Trade 
building is known as 
the second youngest 
member of the New 
Haven County Bar. 
He was born in Beacon 
Falls, Dec. 5th, 1872, 
and isason of Herbert 
C. and Josephine H. 
Baldwin. His father 
is a well known resi- 
dent of Beacon Falls 
who has a creditabie 
war record of four and 
a half years of active 
and efficient service. 
The subject of this 
sketch obtained his 
early education in the 
public. schools of his 
native town and at the 
Seymour High School. 
He then entered Yale 
University LawSchool 
from which he gradu- 
ated in 1894. The 
same day that he received his diploma he was admitted to 
the bar. This was June 27, 1894, and the following Sep- 
tember he commenced practice in the office of Wooster, Wil- 
liams & Gager, under whose able counsel he gained a prac- 
tical experience of great value to him. He now has quar- 
ters just across the hall in the same building, and his direct 
association with the celebrated firm above mentioned has 
given him an excellent opportunity to build up a reputation. 
Although he has been in practice but little over a year he 
has shown good ability on the cases upon which he has been 
retained as counsel. He 
is a Republican in his 
political affiliations and 
his natural ability prom- 
ises a successful future. 
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JAMES F. TORRANCE. 


HEcorporation counsel 

of Derby for 1895-96 

is one of the rising young 
attorneys of New Haven 
County, and a son of 
Judge David Torrance of 
the Connecticut Supreme 
Court. He was born in 
this city twenty-three 
years ago, and is a gradu- 
ate of the Derby High 
School. After taking a 
three years post graduate 
course at the Yale Law 
School he was admitted to 
the bar in December, ’94. 
He immediately began 
the practice of his profes- 
sion in the office of Wooster, Williams & Gager, where his 
natural talent and wide acquaintance have won him a sub- 
stantial clientage. His appointment as corporation counsel 
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of the city, which occurred shortly after he began practice, 
makes him one of the youngest in the state to hold that 
office. His ability as counsel for the City of Derby has 
been fully demonstrated. He is a member of the Book and 
Gavel Society of New Haven, composed of the Alumni of 
the Yale Law School, and his future is a bright one. 
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JoRE than ordinarily active in movements of a public 

nature is Dr. Thomas Jefferson O’Sullivan, the first 
mayor of the city of Derby. He was born in Preston,Conn., 
forty-three years ago, and obtained his early education in 
the public schools of Norwich. After graduating at the 
Norwich Free Academy he entered Nicolet College, Canada, 
and upon taking a regular college course at that institution 
returned to Norwich. He began the study of medicine un- 
der Dr. Patrick Cassidy, last year surgeon-general on the 
staff of Governor Morris. He later entered the Medical 
College at Burlington, Vt., and afterwards went to Bellevue 
Medical College, New York, from which he graduated in 
1876. Upon receiving his diploma he immediately com- 
menced practice, first locating in Worcester, Mass., where 
he remained for two years and a half. After having built 
up a good practice there, in 1878 he came to Derby, and has 
ever since continued in practice here. 

Dr. O'Sullivan has for many years been a prominent 
worker in politics and has served in various public capaci- 
ties. He was for eight years a member of the board of 
burgesses of the borough of Birmingham, the last three of 
which he was warden of the borough. Upon the incorpora- 
tion of Derby as a city he was chosen its first mayor. He 
has also served four years on the school board and has been 
registrar of vital statistics. His administration as mayor 
was marked by an honest, capable and economical handling 
of the city’s affairs, and the excellent precedent established 
during his term will doubtless tell to the advantage of the 
city and its taxpayers for several years to come. His long 
experience in public affairs proved him an excellent choice 


as the initial mayor of the uew city. In no way was this 
made more apparent than in his closely following a policy 
of strict economy which resulted in the reduction of the 
public debt and a saying of $14,500 from the appropriations 
made for the year. The record made by Dr. O'Sullivan 
was the result of a careful, conservative and business-like 
administration; and while with views to the city’s welfare 
he remained firm to his own conscientious convictions, 
thereby losing many of his near friends, he is given full 
credit for his thorough work in behalf of the city. 

Since becoming relieved from the responsibilities of the 
office of mayor Dr. O'Sullivan has been enabled to attend 
more fully to the demands of his large practice which has 
been built up by his skill as a physician. His long connec- 
tion and activity in local politics haye made him one of the 
best known leaders of the Democratic party in this vicinity, 
and his candidacy for the office of postmaster has been met. 
with the approval of the leading men of the city in both 
parties. 

Dr. O'Sullivan is a prominent member and director of 
the Derby and Shelton Board of Trade, and is enrolled in 
several other organizations. He is a member of the Con- 
necticut State Medical Society, and stands high as a physi- 
cian and resident. 


JUDGE DANIEL E. McMAHON. 


HE Probate Court for the district embracing Derby and 
Ansonia is ably presided over by Judge Daniel E. Me- 
Mahon, a well-known member of the New Haven County 
bar. He was born in Derby, December 16, 1852, and is the 
youngest son of Thomas McMahon, of Ansonia. He ob- 
tained his early education in the public schools, and later 
attended Holy Cross College at Worcester, Mass. He began 
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the study of law at the Yale Law School, and later con- 
tinued his studies at the Albany Law School, from which 
he graduated in the class of ’77. He was admitted to the 
bar in New York, May 17, 1877, and to the Connecticut bar 
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in the following June, and began the practice of law at 
Ansonia. He was elected town clerk of the old town of 
Derby in ’78, and served five consecutive terms. Upon the 
division of the town of Derby in ’89 he was again elected 
town clerk and has held the office continuously since. 
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When the town court of Derby was established in ’85 he 
was appointed its first prosecuting attorney, and continued 
in that office at Ansonia till he resigned in ’89 and removed 
to Birmingham. Upon the incorporation of the City of 
Derby in ’94 he was appointed its first corporation counsel. 
He was elected Judge of Probate for the Derby district in 
88 and still presides over that court. He takes a keen in- 
terest in the affairs of his native city, and is an active mem- 
ber of the local Board of Trade. 


DR. ALBERT W. PHILLIPS. 


NE of the best known and esteemed residents of Derby 

is Dr. Albert W. Phillips, one of the leading physi- 

cians of New Haven County. He was born in Marcellus, 
N. Y., July 26, 1838, and after preparing for college entered 
the Hahnemann Medical College, the largest homeopathic 
school in the country. From this excellent institution he 
graduated in 1861, and immediately commenced practice at 
Syracuse, N. Y. This was in February. The following 
May, on the first call for volunteers, he left a good practice 
and enlisted as a private in the first company leaving his 
native county for the late war. He was appointed, later, 
hospital steward of his regiment, the 12th N. Y. Vols., and 
was afterwards promoted to assistant surgeon and traus- 
ferred to the 149th N. Y. Vols., serving throughout the 
war. His efficient service in the army won for him an ex- 
cellent war record, and being attached to the Army of the 
Potomac and the Army of the Cumberland he saw his full 
share of active service. His courage in battle and ceaseless 
and skilful work in attending the wounded, together with 
his happy disposition, won the highest regards of those with 
whom he came in contact, and upon the close of the war, 
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when he came to Birmingham and resumed the practice of 
his profession, he was well received as an adopted citizen. 
He has ever since continued in practice here, and his skill 
as a physician has built up a lucrative business. 

Dr. Phillips has taken no small part in public affairs. 
He was nine years a member of the board of burgesses dur- 
ing the existence of the Birmingham borough government, 
and held the office of registrar of deaths, births and mar- 
riages for many years. 

He is a member of all the local Masonic bodies and is a 
thirty-second degree member of that fraternity. He is also 
a member of the American Institute of Homeopathy, a na- 
tional organization, and of the Homeopathic Medical Society 
of the state. He is a past commander of Kellogg Post, 
G.A . R., of Derby, a member of the Military Society of the 
Army of the Cumberland and the Society of the Army of 
the Potomac. He is also a member of the Military Order 
of the Loyal Legion of the United States, whose headquar- 
ters are in New York City. He is also an active member 
of the Derby and Shelton Board of Trade, and has ever 
shown a bona fide interest in the advancement of the now 
young but progressive city in which he resides amid a large 
circle of friends. 


JOHN HENRY BARLOW. 


T the head of the Shelton borough government of 

1895 is John Henry Barlow, who is also grand sec- 

retary of the F. & A. M. of Connecticut. He was born in 

Ridgefield, Conn., Nov. 7, 1832, where he spent his early 

days and was educated. Both his father and grandfather 

before him were prominent Masons, the latter being’ one of 

the signers of the celebrated declaration of Masonic princi- 
ples issued in 1832. 

At the age of seventeen the subject of this sketch re- 
moved to Birmingham. After serving four years as a clerk 
in a store he entered the works of the Shelton Co, and was 
for nearly forty years its superintendent. In 1891 he retired 
from the factory and engaged in the real estate and insur- 
ance business, his office being at 5 Olivia street. His. con- 
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nection with the borough government of Shelton dates back 
three years, and since presiding over the court of burgesses 
of that borough a conscientious and business-like adminis- 
tration of affairs has been insured. 
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Mr. Barlow’s prominence in Masonry makes him one of 
the best known members of that order in the state. He was 
made a member in 1858, at Hiram Lodge, No. 12, of New 
Haven, and was made senior deacon of the lodge three 
years later. He was, after three years, made junior warden, 
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later senior warden, and in 1865 elected worshipful master. 
He was made a Royal Arch Mason in 1859 by becoming a 
member of Solomon Chapter. He was elected high priest 
of the chapter in 1864, serving three years, and in 1870 
serving two years. He was received into Union Council in 
1860, and thrice held the position of Illustrious Master from 
1864 to 1869. In 1863 he was made a Knight Templar, 
being taken into New Haven Commandery. Of the Grand 
Lodge he was, in 1871, elected grand junior deacon. Pass- 
ing regularly through the chairs, in 1879 he was elected 
deputy grand master under Israel M. Bullock, on account 
of whose death he was called to fill the chair of the grand 
master for the balance of the term, being elected grand 
master in 1880. He has also served in the various subordi- 
nate positions of the Grand Chapter and Grand Command- 
ery. He has, as well, officiated for nine years at the head 
of the order of High Priesthood. Since becoming a thirty- 
second degree Mason and grand secretary of the order of 
the state, he has added to his remarkable wide acquaintance 
and popularity among the members of the great order. 

His long residence in this locality has been marked with 
a continuous showing of public spirit and a disposition to 
add his mite to the welfare of the community. 


EDWIN HALLOCK. 


jae the head of the old and reliable hardware firm of 
F. Hallock & Co. is Edwin Hallock, one of the 
leading citizens and business men of the Naugatuck Valley. 
He is a son of the late Zephaniah Hallock, who figured 
prominently in the early affairs of the town of Derby, and 
who came here from Stony Brook, L. L., in 1816, and en- 
gaged in the shipbuilding business with his brother near the 


dam of the Ousatonie Water Co. He also traces his ante- 
cedents back to the early settlement of Long Island. Peter 
Hallock, one of the thirteen Pilgrim fathers, landed in New 
Haven in 1740, and afterwards located on the part of Long 
Island since known as Hallocks Neck. The grandfather and 
great-grandfather of Edwin Hallock also served in the 
Revolution. 

The subject of this sketch was born in Derby, August 
16, 1840, and received his education in the local public 
schools. He formed habits of industry and thrift, and at 
twenty-five became a partner with his brother, the late 
Franklin Hallock, in the large hardware firm of which he 
is now at the head. Upon purchasing an interest in the 
business the firm name was changed from that of Downs, 
Sanford & Co. to F. Hallock & Co., under which name it 
has since been continued. The business of the firm is prob- 
ably the second largest in the hardware line in the state, 
and the trade controlled embraces the territory within a 
radius of several miles of Derby, Mr. Hallock is known as 
one of the most reliable of local business men, and has never 
sought nor accepted public office. His large business con- 
nections make him one of the most active of merchants, and 
the large store in which he is interested has shown the re- 
sults of good management. He is a member of the Derby 
and Shelton Board of Trade and is ever alert to promote the 
interests of his business and the locality in which he resides, 


HON. JOHNSON D. DAYTON. 


Oo present member of the Senate from the seventh 

district of Connecticut is Hon. Johnson D. Dayton, 
who for the past twenty years has been a resident of Derby, 
and now carries on one of the largest retail shoe establish- 
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ments in the state. He was bornin New Milford, Litchfield 
County, but when still quite young his parents moved to 
Bethlehem. His father, after having been engaged in the 
grocery business at Ansonia, purchased a farm and returned 
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to agricultural pursuits at Bethlehem; and on the home 
farm the subject of this sketch lived during his early boy- 
hood. He was educated in the common schools and finished 
his studies at Wilbraham Academy at Wilbraham, Mass. 
At twenty-two years of age he entered the match factory of 
Swift, Courtney & Beecher at Westville, where he held the 
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important position of foreman of the box department, in 
which was much expensive patent machinery. In success- 
fully looking after the work in this department he showed 
mechanical ability and judgment and gained the merited 
confidence of his employers. 

In 1874 he came to Derby, and purchasing the interest 
of the senior member of the boot and shoe firm of J. Wheeler 
& Son, made his introduction among the enterprising mer- 
chants of this locality. Under the new firm name of Wheeler 
& Dayton the business doubled in a short time; and later, 
Mr. Dayton purchased the entire business which he has con- 
tinuously conducted alone. The large double store, with a 
frontage of nearly fifty feet.on Main street, Derby, has been 
developed to its present prosperous state by the personal ap- 
plication of Senator Dayton, whose faculty for pleasing the 
general public at his store as well as in the senate is well 
known and appreciated. 

The Senator is a staunch and true blue Republican. 
Although for many years an active worker for the success 
of his party, he has never sought public office, and it was 
only after the urgent appeals of his friends that he consented 
to become a candidate for the senate in 1892. In the subse- 
quent election and Democratic landslide he was defeated by 
F. W. Holden by ninety-four votes, but ran one hundred 
votes ahead of his ticket. In 1894 he was again nominated, 
and this time elected by a handsome vote which showed his 
extreme popularity in the Democratic as well as in the Re- 
publican ranks. His active work since taking his seat In 
the senate has been marked by rare ability and judgment, 
and of such a character as to win the esteem and good wi 
of the members on both sides of the house. Senator Dayton 


is extremely popular in the locality in which he resides, and 
is well known as one of the most public spirited citizens of 
the new city of Derby. He is an active member of the 
Board of Trade, a director in the Y. M. C. A., and a mem- 
ber of the F. & A. M. and I. O. O. F. 


F. W. HALLOCK. 


(DE of the best known young business men of this vicin- 

ity is Frank William Hallock, son of Franklin Hal- 
lock, who was born in Derby, June 5, 1861. After obtain- 
ing a practical education he became entered on the list of 
the manufacturers of the town, carrying on quite exten- 
sively the making of wire nails. Upon the death of his 
father in 1890 the manufacturing business was disposed of, 
only a small interest out of town being retained by him. 
Since that time his attention has been given to assisting in 
the management of the large hardware business of the firm 
of F. Hallock & Co. 

Mr. Hallock is a young man of much promise, and is 
widely known and esteemed. He isa member of the Derby 
and Shelton Board of Trade and, being public spirited, 
gives his aid to advancing the interests of the community. 


CHAS. B. TILEY, D.D.8. 


R. CHAS. B. TILEY was born at Goodspeeeds, Conn., 

but when he was three years of age his parents re- 
moved to the old homestead at Essex, where he lived until 
entering into professional life. He received a practical 
common school education at Essex and attended the Morgan 
School at Clinton. He first commenced the study of den- 
tistry in the office of his brother at Torrington. His 
brother has since removed to New Haven, and controls a 
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large practice in that city. As a student assistant to him 
the subject of this sketch gleaned the first rudiments of 
dentistry. In 1887 he entered the Philadelphia Dental Col- 
lege. from which he graduated two years later. After 
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graduating as a D.D.S. he opened rooms in Shelton, where 
he first commenced practice under his own name. His 
work was of such a character as to so largely increase his 
business that in six months time he removed his office to. 
Derby and for the following four years oceupied rooms in 
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the Malumphy block. Two years ago he removed to his 
present handsome quarters in the Gas Co.’s building which 
he has since occupied. Dr. Tiley enjoys an excellent prac- 
tice and his skilful work has won him the patronage of a 
large number of the best families of this vicinity. He is a 
well-known figure in social circles and is a member of both 
the Connecticut Dental Association and Connecticut Valley 
Dental Association. He is also on the list of active mem- 
bers of the local Board of Trade and is counted as one of 
the popular professional men of Derby. 


-EDWIN B. GAGER. 


([)X= of the most scholarly members of the New Haven 

County Bar is Edwin B. Gager, a member of the law 
firm of Wooster, Williams & Gager and ex-judge of the 
city court. He was born in Scotland, Conn., August 30th, 
1852. He spent his early days on the home farm, working 
on the farm summers and attending school winters. At 
seventeen years of age he entered the Natchaug School at 
Willimantic to prepare for college. While preparing for 
college he taught school at Hampton and afterwards at 
Abington, Conn. After graduating at Willimantic he 
taught a year at Kast Hampton, Conn. In 1873 he entered 
the academic department of Yale University, from which 
he graduated in the class of 1877. During his attendance 
at college he also taught school two terms. While at Yale 
he was one of the editors of the Yale Courant, one of the 
Townsend speakers, and class orator. He also took first 
honors in English composition. After leaving college he 
was appointed principal of the Ansonia public schools, a 
position which he filled with marked efficiency for four 
years. During that time he took a year post graduate 
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course in history at Yale and the remaining three years 
studied law under the direction of Judge Torrance, then of 
the law firm of Wooster & Torrance. In July 1881 he 
entered the office of that firm and the following October 
was admitted to the bar. In January, 1882, he became a 
member of the firm of Wooster, Torrance, & Gager, which 
in 1885 became Wooster, Williams & Gager, upon the ap- 
pointment of Judge Torrance to the Superior Court. 

Mr. Gager was made judge of the municipal court in 
1889 and presided over the same until last year. His record 
as a judge added to his reputation as a lawyer, while his 
connection with the celebrated law firm of which he is a 
member adds no little strength to the talent there contained. 
Mr. Gager has been, by appointment of the judges, a mem- 
ber of the Bar Examining Committee of Connecticut since 
its organization in 1890. Since 1892 he has been an in- 
structor in the Yale Law School in the post-graduate de- 
partment, and in 1894 was appointed instructor in Equity 
in the senior class besides continuing his duties in the post- 
graduate department. For many years he has been a mem- 
ber of the Nous Club, formerly well known here, and has 
followed its philosophic studies with great interest. A year 
ago Mr. Gager was a prominent candidate for the position 
of judge of the superior court, receiving the almost unani- 
mous support of the New Haven County Bar. 

DR. G. A. SHELTON. 
LEADING member of the state medical profession 
is Gould Abija Shelton, whose long connection 
with public life and energy in promoting the interests of 
the Borough of Shelton have made him one of its most 
prominent men. He was born at Huntington, Conn., Aug. 
19th, 1841, and is a son of Judson Curtiss and Hannah 
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(Lewis) Shelton; grandson of Samuel F, Shelton; and 
grandnephew of William Shelton, M.D., who was gradu- 
ated from Yale College in 1788, and who practised medicine 
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in Huntington from 1789 to 1819, when he died, leaving his 
work to his son, Dr. James H. Shelton, who died in 1868, 
after nearly fifty years of medical work, leaving his practice 

to his nephew, Dr. Gould 


Dr. Shelton was pre- 
pared for college at Staples 
Academy at Easton, Ct., 
and entered Yale Univer- 
sity in the class of 1866, 
pursuing academic studies 
with his class for two 
years. He commenced the 
study of medicine in 1866, 
under the preceptorship 
of Dr. George W. Hall, of 
New York city ; completed 
the three years course at 
the Yale Medical School, 
and was graduated M. D. 
January 14, 1869. Since 
thatdate he has been in 
the active practice of med- 
icine in Shelton and vicin- 
ity. In 1891, the honorary 
degree of A. M. was con- 
ferred upon him by Yale 
University. 

Dr. Shelton is a member of the American Medical 
Association; of the Connecticut Medical Society; of the 
Fairfield County Medical Society, of which he was president 
in 1889, He was also president of the Yale Medical Alumni 
Association in 1894, and is an active member of the 
Masonic fraternity. 

Dr. Shelton has been a member of the consulting board 
of Bridgeport Hospital since 1892. He was warden of the 
borough of Shelton three terms, 1890-92; a member of the 
board of burgesses of Shelton, three terms, 1885-88; was a 
member of the board of education, Huntington, 1870-88; 
has been president of the Shelton Water Compony since 
1883; He has been a director in the Shelton Savings Bank 
since 1893; secretary and director of the Silver Plate 
Cutlery Company since 1894; and president of the board 
of park commissioners, Shelton, since 1893; is a member of 
the board of trustees of the new Plumb Library of Shelton, 
and has been medical examiner of Huntington since 1889; 
has been helth officer of the borough of Shelton since 1886; 
is also a member of the state legislature, being elected from 
Huntington in November 1894, and during the last session 
of the house served as chairman of the committee on 
Public Health. On June 16, 1874, he was united in 
marriage with Miss Emily Plumb Capel, of Shelton, and 
resides in one of the most comfortable residences on White 
street, Shelton. . 
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ore association with the business activity of Derby 

has made Dr, Benjamin Fulton Leach one of the best 
known men in this vicinity. For the past twenty years he 
has been a successful practicing dentist here. He is a na- 
tive of Massachusetts and first commenced practice at Am- 
herst, Mass., after taking a complete course of study for the 
dental profession. He remained in Amherst eleven years 
during which time he built up a very successful practice. 
In 1875 he sold his business to his brother and came to 
Derby, where he has since identified himself with the best 
interests of the place and gained a high reputation as a den- 
tist. Upon the organization of the Connecticut Dental 
Association he became one of its charter members. His 
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quarters are in the Hull building on Main street, Derby, and 
his patients include many of the leading families of the as- 
sociated towns. Dr. Leach has for many years been promi- 
nent in church work and has taken a great interest in Sun- 
day-school and mission work. He has for several years 
been superintendent of one of the largest and most prosper- 
ous bible schools of the Naugatuck Valley at Ansonia, 


ARTHUR PEARSON, D.D.S. 


ORTUNATELY successful among the members of the 
local dental profession is Dr. Arthur Pearson of Der- 

by. He has resided in this town for many years and was 
born in Sheffield, England, where he obtained his early 
education. At seventeen he came to Derby, and, shortly 
after, entered the post office, and dispatching the duties of 
postal clerk, remained in the service for six years, serving 
under three administrations. His desire to become a den- 
tist, which was ever a strong one, prompted him, after his 
marriage, to enter the Philadelphia Dental College, which 
he entered in 1891. Previous to commencing the studies for 
his profession his fine tenor voice earned him a good posi- 
tion in the Second Congregational Church of Derby, and 
later he was engaged for two years at the College Street 
Congregational Church at New Haven. He resigned his 
position in that quartette in order to return to take charge 
of the music at the Second Congregational Church. This 
position he afterwards resigned, and three months later was 
tendered the position of musical director of St. James’ Epis- 
copal Church, which he resigned upon leaving for college. 
After arriving at Philadelphia he was enabled to pay his 
way through college by filling the position of tenor at one 
of the leading Baptist churches where he was engaged ata 
large salary. After graduating at that excellent dental col- 
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lege he returned to Derby and commenced practice in his 
present well fitted up rooms on Elizabeth street. His nat- 
ural skill as an operator and humane work on the teeth 
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have won him a large practice in a comparatively short 


The horse car road went into the hands of a receiver soon 


time. Careful, conscientious and painstaking, he is known after the electric road was started, and in 1889 its track and 


as a dentist giving little pain to his patients, especially that franchises passed into the control of the electric road. 





LAKE HOUSATONIC PARK AND PAYILION. 


which is unnecessary. Upon the completion of the new Al- 
ling building at the corner of Main and Elizabeth streets, 
Dr, Pearson will occupy new quarters, as he has engaged 
rooms facing the northeast in that excellent location. He 
does all his own mechanical work and has been unusually 
successful in pleasing a large and growing patronage which 
includes a portion of the elite of the associated towns. Since 
returning to Derby Dr. Pearson has again taken charge of 
the music at St. James’ Church, and the excellent music 
rendered there shows the result of his careful training. He 
is a member of the Connecticut Dental Association and takes 
quite-an active part in several local organizations. 


THE DERBY STREET RAILWAY (CO. 


G= Derby Street Railway Company was organized in 

1887 and began the construction of its tracks that 
summer, but owing to numerous delays the road 
was not in operation until April, 1888, being the 
first electric road in operation in New England. 
The road was equipped with the Van Depoele 
system, the cars being single ended with the 
motors placed in a cab on the front platform. 
The equipment consisted of three passenger cars, 
a freight motor and a half dozen freight cars. 
The line at that time was built to Derby docks, 
where the power station was situated, and where 
the freight was transferred to the steamboat line 
then running to New-York. 

It was the anticipation of the builders of the 
road, that the freight business would be the im- 
portant and paying part, but after two years ex- 
perience it was found that, in the experimental 
condition in’ which electric railroading then was, 
it was impossible to: handle freight profitably in 
that way. The freighting was therefore given 
up, and the track from the docks to the Nauga- 
tuck R. R. Station was taken up. The passenger 
line at that time extended from the office of 
Wallace & Sons, Ansonia, to the foot of the hill 
on Main street, Derby, while on the west side of the river a 
horse car road ran from the Naugatuck station to Ansonia, 
paralleling a portion of the electric road track in both places. 


The 
track was taken up, and except for an extension of 
the line in Derby to the opera house, no material 
extension was made until 1894. The passenger 
business of the road had, however, increased materi- 
ally in the meantime, and the cars which originally 
ran every half hour now ran every fifteen minutes. 

In 1894 the tracks were extended over the line 
of the old horse road through Derby on the west 
side to Ansonia, completing the belt line, and the 
service between the two places was brought down 
to every seven and a half minutes. In the same year 
the new and complete power station back of the car 
house in Derby was built. In 1895 a branch line 
was built from Derby up the Housatonic river to 
Lake Housatonic Park. 

The Derby Street Railway Company can fairly 
claim that it now has as complete and well equipped 
a property in all respects as that of any other road 
in a place of similar size. Its power station equip- 
ment consists of three boilers, two Allis Corliss 
condensing engines of 250 H. P, each, running 
two G. K. Multipolar Generators of 200 kilowatts 
each, which are directly connected to the engines. 
The rolling stock consists of twenty-five cars, ten 
closed and fifteen open, an electric snow plow, street sprink- 
ler, etc. Lake Housatonic park contains a handsome pavilion 
where band concerts, dancing and theatrical performances 
of various kinds are given during the season, while on the 
lake are launches, row boats and canoes, all run by the 
company. The base ball grounds are considered the best in 
the state, and the grand stand and bleachers have a seating 
capacity of about 3,000. The past season was a most suc- 
cessful one in every way, and the games between the local 
and visiting teams were unusually well attended for a place 
of this size, 

The growth of the company’s business may be best 
realized by the fact that in 1888 the mileage run by its cars 
amounted to 61,200 miles while in 1895 it amounted to 
247,600, and that in 1888 the number of passengers carried 
was less than 177,000 while in 1895 it was 1,038,977. The 
officers of the company are H. Holton Wood, president; 
Chas. F. Bliss, vice-president; Chas. BE. Clark, treasurer? 
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and B, W. Porter, secretary and general superintendent, 
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COL, H. HOLTON WOOD. 


A PROMINENT figure in the business and social life 
of Derby is H. Holton Wood, president of the Board 
of Trade and street railway company and representative to 











COL. H. HOLTON WooD. 

the legislature. Mr. Wocd has resided in Derby since 1887 
and during the intervening years has done much towards 
developing the growth of the community. He was born in 
Montreal, Canada, in 1859, where he spent his early days 
and obtained his education, graduating from McGill Uni- 
versity. His interest in the uses of electricity prompted him 
to go to Wisconsin, where he became associated with a con- 
cern in the telegraph business. In 1883 he went to New 
York and assumed the management of the 
Staten Island Rapid Transit Company, the 
affairs of which company were ably handled 
by him. In 1887 he came to Derby, pur- 
chasing an interest in the charter of the 
Derby street railway, which has passed down 
in history as the first to be operated by elec- 
tricity in New England. Of this company 
Mr. Wood was the first vice-president, and 
during the building of the road superin- 
tended its construction. In 1888 he was 
elected president of the road and has since 
served as such, The success of the company 
under his direction has been significantly 
demonstrated, while vast improvements 
lave been made to the property of the road, 
better service being provided the patrons 
each year. 

Since acquiring business interests in 
this section Mr. Wood has added his shoulder 
to the wheel of prosperity, the revolutions 
of which have been marked during the past 
few years, He was one of the foremost in the founding of 
the Board of Trade, the good results of which organization 
are shown in many different directions. Of this worthy 


body he has been-president from the start, contributing his 
full share of personal work to develop general business in 
this locality. He is a director of the Ousatonic Water Co., 
Derby Gas Co., Birmingham National Bank, and is presi- 
dent of the Home Trust Co. and vice-president of the Na- 
tional Keg and Box Co. He is also a prominent figure in 
politics, His strength as a candidate was forcibly shown 
when he became the Democratic nominee for the legislature. 
His subsequent election by a flattering vote was followed by 
active work in behalf of the district he represents upon 
taking his seat in the house. During the late session of the 
legislature his activity on the floor made him one of the 
most influential members, while the able manner in which 
he took part in the debates on the different measures and 
manly bearing and unruffied disposition made him a univer- 
sal favorite among the members of the house. He has 
served on the governor’s staff and was aid-de-camp to Goy- 
ernor Morris, and is therefore a colonel. His interest in 


“jJocal matters, however, has been no less than that which 


he has shown for the state. He has taken a deep interest 
in educational work and is chairman of the Board of Edu- 
cation. Few men, if any, have done more towards the 
growth and prosperity of the community in which they re- 
side than has this well known adopted citizen of Derby. 


BIRMINGHAM NATIONAL BANK. 


(Ries bank was chartered and organized in 1848 under the 

name of the Manufacturers Bank of Birmingham. In 
In 1865 it entered the national banking system and adopted 
the name of the Birmingham National Bank, but no change 
was made in capital, assets or management. Its capital 
stock at first was $100,000, which was increased in 1853 to 
$300,000, its present capital. Active among the founders 
were Edward- N. Shelton, John I. Howe, Fitch Smith, Sid- 
ney A. Downs, Thomas Burlock, William Guthrie, Lewis 
Downs, Hezekiah 8. Nichols and Edward Lewis, who were 
elected as the first board of directors. Nearly all of these 
men were prominent in the manufacturing life of Derby at 
that time. 

The first officers were Edward N. Shelton, president, 
and James M. Lewis, cashier. In 1853 Mr. Lewis resigned 
to become cashier of a New York bank and was succeeded 
by Joseph Arnold of the Meriden Bank, who most ably 
filled the position of cashier until the time of his death in 
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1884. Charles E. Clark, who had been teller of the bank 
from 1866, was elected Mr. Arnold's successor, and still oc- 
cupies the office. 


- 
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Mr. Shelton held the position of president continuously 
from his first election in 1848 until his decease in September, 
1894—a worthy and most remarkable record. He was suc- 
ceeded in office by Charles H, Nettleton, for many years a 
director of the bank and a prominent business man of the 
community, : 

This bank has always been well and successfully man- 
aged, not only paying regular dividends to its stockholders, 
but also accumulating a handsome surplus; at the same 
time it has by its liberal policy been a most useful and im- 
portant factor in the building up of this community, to 
whose citizens it is justly a source of satisfaction and pride. 

The present building, erected in 1892-93 and occupied 
since that date, is one of the finest banking buildings in the 
state. With a handsome exterior and interior, convenient 











BIRMINGHAM NATIONAL BANK. 


for both customers and employees, it was intended as nearly 
as possible to make it a-model. 

A prominent feature of the new building is its vault 
and superior safe deposit facilities. The vault, with. its 
heavy walls of chrome steel and massive doors controlled by 
improved automatic locks, is believed to be the strongest 
safe in this vicinity. Inside of this vault are placed a large 
number of deposit safes which are rented to patrons. These 
safes are absolutely in the control of the parties renting 
them, and make a secure place for the storage of bonds, 
notes and valuables of every kind. Adjoining the vault 
are small rooms for the special use of parties renting these 
safes, where papers can be examined, coupons cut off and 
valuables deposited or withdrawn without interruption. + 

Foreign exchange is bought and sold and letters of 
credit furnished available in all parts of the world. The 

- statement of the bank’s affairs Dec. 1, 1895, shows the fol- 
“lowing excellent condition: Capital, $300,000; surplus and 


« 
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undivided profits, $218,500; deposits, $395,000. The bank 


ranks among the strong financial institutions of the state, 
and with ample capital and every facility for the proper 
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handling of business fills the requirements of the commun- 
ity in a most complete and satisfactory manner. 

The present board of directors consists of the following 
well known business men: Merritt Clark, William EK. 
Downes, Charles H. Nettleton, Charles E. Clark, William 
C. Atwater, H. Frank Wanning, Daniel §. Brinsmade, H. 
Holton Wood, Watson J. Miller. The officers and employ- 
ees are: Charles H. Nettleton, president; Charles E. Clark, 
vice-president and cashier; William §, Browne, bookkeep- 
er; Samuel H. Lessey, corresponding clerk; Herbert L. 





LOBBY AND ENTRANCE OF BIRMINGHAM 


NATIONAL BANK. 


Whitney, teller; Robert L. Flynn, clerk; Edward W, 
Kneen, clerk; James Forbes, messenger. 


SOUVENIR HISTORY OF 


CHARLES H. NETTLETON. 


LOSELY identified with the best interests of the com- 
munity is Charles H. Nettleton, manager of the Derby 

Gas Company and president of the Birmingham National 
Bank. He was born in New Haven, but soon after his 








CHARLES H. NETTLETON, President Birmingham National Bank. 


parents moved to New York City; obtained his education 
at the public schools and the New York City College, grad- 
uating from this last in the class of 1870; came to Derby in 
1871, and since that time has been secretary and treasurer 
of the Derby Gas Company, whose works were started in 
that year. Three years later, 1874, he was made the agent 
of the Birmingham Water Company, and has since looked 
after the affairs of that corporation. Mr. Nettleton was 
elected a director of the Birmingham National Bank in 1879, 
and has been on that board since that time; was elected 
vice-president in 1893, and upon the decease of Mr. Edward 
N. Shelton in 1894 was chosen president. Mr. Nettleton 
has gradually become interested in manufacturing concerns; 
and his name appears on the lists of the directors of several 
of the local corporations. 
aud progressive man, whose efforts have invariably been 
extended towards the building up of the locality, and few 
have worked harder towards developing the place in which 
they reside and do business. Mr. Nettleton has taken his 
full part in public affairs, and upon the incorporation of the 
borough of Shelton was its warden during the first two 
years of its existence. He is an active member and vice- 
president of the Derby and Shelton Board of Trade, and is 
a resident of Shelton, 


CHARLES E. CLARK. 


Prom long activity in financial circles and earnest inter- 

est in all movements of a public nature pertaining to 
the welfare of the community Mr. Chas. BE. Clark has be- 
come a well known citizen of this locality, and possesses the 


He is known as a most active - 
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confidence of all who know him. He is a Derby boy, and 
was born March 18, 1850. He is ason of Merritt Clark, one 
of the most respected citizens and oldest director of the Bir- 
mingham National Bank, of which the subject of this sketch 
has for several years been cashier. At fourteen years of 
age young Clark left school to accept a position in the Bir- 
mingham post office. His diligent work in the post office 
won him the position of teller in the Birmingham National 
Bank, to which he was chosen February 12, 1866. After 
serving faithfully in the different minor positions in the in- 
stitution he was promoted to the office of assistant cashier 
June 22. 1880, and upon the death of Mr. Joseph Arnold, 
who had been cashier of the bank for thirty years, he was, 
Jan. 15, 1884, elected his successor, His wide acquaintance, 
good judgment, untiring industry and thorough knowledge 
of banking affairs have made him a most competent officer 
and member of the board of directors. During the eleven 
years that he has served as cashier the high standing of the 
institution has not only been maintained but materially ad- 
vanced, the active management of the bank deyolying upon 
the cashier. 

In addition to his banking duties Mr. Clark has been 
called upon to serve in many other positions of honor and 
trust. He was for a number of years treasurer of the town 
of Derby, and has held the same office in the city govern- 
ment since its establishment in January, 1894. He is also 
treasurer of the Derby and Shelton Board of Trade, the 
Derby Street Railway Co. and Ousatonic Lodge No.6, I. O. 
O. F. He is vice-president of the Home Trust Co. and a 
director therein, and is alsom director in the Ousatonic Wa- 
ter Co., the Derby Silver Co., Star Pin Co., Derby Gas Co., 
Birmingham Water Co., Shelton Water Co., Derby Street 
Railway Co., Shelton Co. and the Derby and Shelton Board 
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of Trade. He is a member of Ousatonic Lodge, I. O. O. F., 
and King Hiram Lodge, F. & A. M., and a member and 
vestryman of St. James Episcopal Church. 
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THE DERBY SAVINGS BANK. ues at the rate of OF on e conkinued antl ta ae fol- 
: Be 6 at Ce Se a: owing six years dividends were at the rate 0 6%; from 
(BE Derby Savings Hee beet ts: peraied Wee aoe 1859 to 1862 at the rate of 5%; for the succeeding seven 
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“ , , George W. Shelton, Sie » to the present date dividends of not less than hv have been 


declared and paid. In 1862 Thaddeus G. Birdseye was 
elected secretary and treasurer and continued as such for 
eighteen years, when at his death (which occurred August 
17, 1880) Thomas 3. Birdseye, the present secretary and 
treasurer, was elected to fill the vacancy and has been con- 
tinued in that capacity to this date. Mr. Birdseye, the 
present secretary and treasurer, las been connected with 
the institution for the past thirty-three years. 

The officers of the corporation at this date are William 
B. Downes, president, president OQusatonic Water Company ; 
David Torrance, vice-president, judge of the Supreme Court 
of the State of Connecticut; Thomas §. Birdseye, treasurer 
and secretary. Directors: Chas. H. Nettleton, president 
Birmingham National Bank; Dr. Henry A. Nettleton, den- 
tist; Benjamin Nichols, retired farmer; George b. Clark, 
coal merchant and judge city court; George W. Beardsley, 
Beardsley Building Co., John Peterson, Peterson & Hendee; 
Thomas 8. Birdseye, treasurer. The employees of the cor- 
poration at this date are: Henry S. Birdseye, teller; Wil- 
liam A. Dibble, bookkeeper; Miss M. L. Butler, stenc ygrapher, 

The first banking rooms occupied by this corporation 
were located in Sidney Downs’ shoe store, now known as 168 
Main street (at present occupied as & saloon). In 1857 the 
institution was removed to the second story of the building 
now occupied by it on the northwest corner of Caroline and 
Main streets, which was built by the Birmingham National 
Bank (then known as the Manufacturers’ Bank), aud it 
continued to transact business there until 1893, when hav- 
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David Bassett, George Kellogg, Thomas Wallace, Sr., Sam- 
uel French, George Blakeman, Sullivan M. Colburn, Henry 
Atwater, Stephen H. Summers, Isaac J. Gilbert, Edward 
Lewis, Sheldon Bassett, Henry Hubbard, Sheldon Smith, 
Jr., John B. Davis and Sidney A. Downs were the original 
corporators named, and the title given was “The Derby 
Society for Savings.” In June, 1846, the late Rdward N. 
Shelton called the corporators together for their first. meet- 
ing, which was held in the basement of St. James Church, 
this city, when the first officers were elected as follows, to 
wit: President, John I. Howe; vice-president, Edward N, 
Shelton; treasurer and secretary, Joseph P. Canfield. The 
following persons were elected as directors: Fitch Smith, 
David Bassett, George Blakeman, Thomas Wallace, Sr., 
Samuel French, Henry Hubbard and Sheldon Smith, Jr. 
Of the original twenty-two corporators there are but 
two living at this date, namely: George Kellogg of West 
Hartford and George Blakeman of Derby. Of the original 
directors there is but one living, to wit: George Blakeman 
of Derby, aged ninety-six. Mr. Blakeman still remains a 
corporator, having been connected with the institution in 
that capacity since its organization and has not for many 
years been absent from a meeting of the corporators. 
September 22, 1546, the first loan amounting to six 
hundred dollars was made. Since that date upwards of 
eleven millions of dollars have been loaned in this immedi- 
ate vicinity. The first deposit was made August 11, 1846, 
and amounted to three dollars. Since that date the deposits INTERIOR DERBY SAVINGS BANK. 
have aggregated over ten millions of dollars, and interest 
to the amount of nearly two millions of dollars has been ing purchased the entire building and property from the 
paid to the depositors of this institution. Birmingham National Bank, the greater portion of the build- 
The first dividend declared was January 1, 1847, and jing was torn down and rebuilt, and this corporation now 
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possesses a banking house having facilities for the transac- 
tion of its business excelled by few, if any other institution 








WM. E. DOWNES, President Derby Savings Bank. 


in the state. \The building contains a vault protected by 
every known device and which undoubtedly affords a secur- 
ity as ample and complete as human skill has yet devised. 

Twenty-six thousand people from time to time and lit- 
tle by little within the past fifty years have deposited their 
savings in this bank without the loss of a dollar to one of 
them, and the insti- 
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members of the concern are George W., Henry N. and 
Charles E. Beardsley, a trio which have constructed a large 
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number of the buildings in and about Shelton, Derby and 
Ansonia. The business was established twenty-eight years 
ago, and since that time the firm has gradually added to its 
reputation for honest work and profited thereby. Some few 
years ago C. T. Beardsley retired from the firm, his interest 
being taken by the present junior member and son of Geo. 

W. Beardsley. With 





tution now holds in 
trust for the thought- 
ful and provident 
ones two million five 
hundred thousand 
dollars. 

Very few realize 
what a potent agency 
this old, conservative 
and prosperous in- 
stitution has been in 
building up this and 
the surrounding 
places, or what it 
has done to encour- 
age thriftiness in the 
Wage earner and to 
teach the people hab- 
its of saving, of in- 
dustry and virtues 
that underlie good 
citizenship. 





BEARDSLEY 


ITH office, yards and shops at Shelton, the above con- 
: cern, the largest and oldest contractors and builders 
in this vicinity, make their headquarters. The present 
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BUILDING CO, 


that exception the 
firm has remained 
the same from the 
start. The impor- 
tant part taken by 
this concern in the 
construction of the 
buildings hereabouts 
will readily be seen 
when it is stated that 
with three or four 
exceptions all the 
factory buildings in 
Shelton were con- 
structed by them. 
They make the lar- 
gest contracts both 
in and out of town. 
The company has 
recently erected the 
handsome Plumb 
Library at Shelton, 
have just finished a 
$25,000 house at New Haven and a $15,000 house at Sey- 
mour. All of these reflect credit upon their builders. The 
older members of the firm are connected with the banking 
institutions of Derby and Shelton, and all are energetic and 
public spirited. 
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DANIEL H. BACON. 


ROM twenty-six years’ continuous association with the 
printing business in this city D. H. Bacon is one of 
the most familiar figures in local business circles. His ex- 
tensive job printing 
office in Shelton Co.’s 
Block is therefore the 
best known and con- 
sidered the leading 
one in the Naugatuck 
Valley. He was born 
in Woodbury forty 
years ago, and is a 
son of the late Rev. 
William Thompson 
Bacon. He was 
brought up on the 
home farm and ob- 
tained a substantial 
education in the com- 
mon schools. In 1569 
at fourteen years of 
age he entered the 
printing business as 
an apprentice in the 
small office in Derby, 
which included the 
Weekly Transcript 
and had been pur- 
chased by his father 
the year previous, 
who was sole editor of the newspaper and owner of the 
Husiness until his death in 1880. The subject of this 
sketch continued under his father and later with an older 
brother until 1885, when he assumed the sole management 
of the newspaper and job printing business. Dec. 1, 1888, 
as an experiment he for one month issued the TRANSCRIPT 
in daily form. The excellent support accorded the new 
daily resulted in the formation of the joint stock corpora- 
tion known as The Derby Printing Company, of which Mr. 
Bacon continued in control, and Jan. 8, 1889, the EVENING 
TRANSCRIPT was started 6n a permanent basis. The severe 
strain of conducting a daily newspaper and also the rapidly 
growing printing business soon told on his health to such 
an extent that he was compelled, at the end of a year, to 
sell out the paper. He has since devoted his entire efforts 
to the printing business, making his establishment one of 
the most reliable and enterprising in this section of the 
ctate. From his extended experience and through practical 
knowledge of the business Mr. Bacon has long since found 
that good work at a fair price is his best advertisement, and 
conducting business under that motto his establishment has 
quadrupled in capacity, a large amount of printing being 
done for out of town customers. He employs the best of 
men, looks personally alter all details and allows none but 
first class work to leave his place at any price. Mr. Bacon, 
although a young man, is one of the oldest business men on 
Main street. He isin sympathy with all progressive pub- 
blic movements, and is a member of the Board of Trade 
and the F. & A. M. Like many, he has his hobby and is 
4n enthusiastic lover of rare postage stamps. He possesses 
probably one of the finest collections of United States stamps 
in the state. 
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Bm. W. PECK. 


HIS well known Derby business man, for thirty years 
engaged in the stove, plumbing and tinning business 
under the style of E. W. Peck & Co., was born in Stratford, 
Ct., July 30, 1839. He was one of a large family of chil- 
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dren and was left fatherless at three years of age. When 
old enough to work he assisted in the support of the old 
home. Finding little time for mischief during his younger 
days he formed few bad habits. At sixteen he was appren- 
ticed to G. & D, Curtis, under whom he learned his trade, 
When he reached his majority he enlisted in Derby in the 
First Conn. Artillery, and put in three years’ active service 
inthe army. At the age of twenty-five he married and the 
same year started in his present business, which he has 
since conducted successfully. In 1882 he took in his pres- 
ent partner, L. W.. Booth, the style of the firm remaining 
the same. The firm employ fifteen men in busy seasons and 
are extensive dealers in stoves, ranges and furnaces. Plumb- 
ing and tinning, house heating by steam, hot water and hot 
air, is made a specialty, and many of the buildings of tihis 
locality have been fitted up by this well known concern. 
They have recently completed the plumbing and heating of 
the new Alling building at the corner of Main and Elizabeth 
streets, and their reputation for conscientious work is the 
highest. Long activity in the local business arena has made 
Mr. Peck one of the leading merchants. He isa Past Com- 
mander of Kellogg Post G. A. R. and is a member of the 
Y. M. ©. A., which association he has served as president, 
and is a present member of the board of directors. He is 
+3 also a leading member of the M, BR. Church of Derby, and 
to quote a life-long observer, is ‘‘a man who serves his gen- 
eration much better than himself, and will probably find 
virtue its own and only reward.” 


L. W. BOOTH. 


HIS well known member of the firm of EB. W. Peck & 
Co. is a resident of Shelton, where for several years he 


has taken an active part in public affairs. He is a native 





BE, W. PECK. 


of Trumbull and was born about forty-five years ago. 
Twenty-six years ago he commenced to learn his trade of 


RB. W. Peck, with whom he has been ever since associated. 
In 1882 he purchased an interest in the business and has 
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since added his energy to the success of the concern. Havy- 
ing been so many years engaged in his present line he is, 





L. W. 


BOOTH, 


doubtless, one of the most practical of modern plumbers, 
while as a business man and citizen he is highly esteemed. 
He has taken an active interest in matters concerning pub- 
lic welfare and has for the past eight years served on the 
Board of Education of Shelton. His long association with 
that body has been marked by zealous work in the cause of 
the education of the pupils of the public schools of that bor- 
ough and the ensuring of a careful handling of the educa- 
tional funds. In 1892-93 he was a member of the court of 
borough burgesses at Shelton. His connection with that 
government was of a most gratifying nature to his friends 
in both parties. He is a member of the I. O. O. F. and In- 
dian Well Commandery of the Golden Cross. He has also 
for many years been an active member of the Shelton Con- 
gregational Church and served on the building committee 
during the construction of the present edifice of the church. 
His residence at Shelton, one of the many comely houses of 
this vicinity, was built for him eleven years ago. Mr. 
Booth is well known in this locality as a man of sterling in- 
tegrity and possesses a wide acquaintance. 


THE TRANSCRIPT COMPANY. 


Uh: is of more importance to any community than a 

progressive and honestly edited newspaper? This 
question easily echoes its own answer; and The Transcript 
by its virtue as a news bearer and advertising medium has 
continued to live, steadily growing in influence, popularity 
and circulation. This, the only daily or weekly published 
in Derby, is the oldest paper in the lower Naugatuck Valley. 
The Transcript was, like nearly all Connecticut newspapers, 
first established as a weekly, its first editor and proprietor 
being E. A. Horton, who conducted the publication for one 
ear, founding the paper in 1867. A year later the now 
ate Wm. Thompson Bacon for twelve years headed the pa- 
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per, placing it on a firm and paying basis, and establishing 
it in the good graces of its readers. Upon his decease, in 
1880, the plant, which enjoyed a large job printing business, 
was taken charge of by his son, William Thompson Bacon, 
who edited the paper until his death in 1884. Daniel H. 
Bacon was the next to sit in the editorial chair, who, upon 
his brother’s death, came into possession of the paper and 
plant. Under his ownership The Transcript first made its 
debut in daily form. First issued as a daily as an experi- 
ment, the excellent support accorded it resulted in the form- 
ing of a joint stock company, then known as The Derby 
Printing Co., which company under the same editor and 
management permanently established the daily which has 
ever since had a healthy growth. Since January 8, 1589, 
therefore, both the daily and weekly editions have been is- 
sued with clock-like regularity. A year later Mr. Bacon 
disposed of his interest in the newspaper, then devoting his 
energies to the large printing business. 

Charles E. Meservy of Camden, Me., then became the 
editor, who after a short career disposed of his interest to 
Edmund E. Crowe of South Norwalk, who in turn sold out 
to the present management, now controlled by Albert K. 
Kennedy, who has edited the paper and added his best ef- 
forts to its success. 

_ Having for so many years borne the news of the world 
to its thousands of readers, the paper has become one of the 
most important institutions of the locality. Its present 
management is a hard working and progressive one, and 
besides being the best medium through which local mer- 
chants advertise their goods, the paper invariably contains 
in its columns the Jatest local happenings, gathered by an 
efficient reportorial staff, and news of the state, country and 
universe, provided by several different services. The plant 
is located in the Transcript Block, Main street, Derby, 
where are its editorial rooms, business office and printing 
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establishment. A large force of typesetters is employed, 
and the office contains an excellent equipment in the way of 
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type, printing presses and other machinery necessary in all many years been a worker in politics. @ Wi 
The policy of The Transcript, under its years clerk of the board of burgesses of Birmingham, and 


first-class offices. 
present management, 

has been to give all the 

news in an independent 

and __ straightforward 

manner, commending 

all that its judgment 

dictates as worthy and 

condemning small or 

underhand ‘acts. Thus 

it has gained the regard 

of its readers and won 

many hard-fought bat- 

tles with its contempo- 

raries and political en- 

emies. Its political 
affiliations, although of 

a pronounced demo- 

cratic order, haveshown 

generosity in its views. 

The benefit derived by 

the community by its 

existence is inestimable. 

Ever aiming for its own 

success, its second 

thought is for the 

welfare of the commu- 

nity which gives it 

support. Perhaps the 

most recent achieve- 

ment of The Transcript was in drawing the attention of 
Congress to the need of the improvement of the Housa- 
tonic for better navigation. This commendable object, 
which bids fair to increase the importance of not only 
Derby but all places on the river between this city and the 
Sound, has been persistently forwarded by The Transcript, 
which was the promulgator of the movement now command- 
ing the support of all leading men hereabouts. The editor 
and manager of the paper and plant, 





ALBERT K, KENNEDY, 


is one of the well known newspaper men of the state. He 
was born in Scotland 
twenty-eight years ago, 
and is descended from the 
old Scotch Covenanters of 
ancient times. He ob- 
tained his early education 
in his native land, coming 
to New York State when 
in his teens. He after- 
wards went to Philadel- 
phia, but finally came to 
Derby and entered the 
corset factory of Leopold 
Kraus & Co. Some years 
later he commenccd the 
study of law in the office 
of Attorney Holden, where 
he remained two years, 
during which time he com- 
menced his first newspaper 
work as Ansonia corres- 
pondent of The Transcript. 
Two years ago he pur- 
chased a half interest in 
the paper, gave up the 
study of law and has since 
deyoted his energies to journalism. Mr. Kennedy has for 





JAMES W. REILLY, 





TRANSCRIPT BLOCK, MAIN STREET, DERBY. 


ago, 


He was for three 


upon the incorporation 
of the new city of Derby 
was elected to serve on 
the first board of al- 
dermen. Since becom- 
ing a voter he has 
served as a delegate to 
every Democratic con- 
vention, and his knowl- 
edge of the ins and outs 
of politics is a_most 
thorough one. He has 
also served on the board 
of education, and is a 
member of the board 
of trade, Red Men, Or- 
der of the Heptasophs, 
and an active member 
of the Derby Fire De- 
nartment, He is of 
ge. disposition, loyal 
to his friends, and by 
sheer grit, persistency 
and tenacity has gained 
and held his position in 
the community. 





JAMES W. RELLLY. 


James W. Reilly, 
who is at the head of the Evening Transcript’s reportorial 
staff, is one of the best known newspaper reporters in Con- 
necticut, and for several years was the youngest member in 
the Connecticut Press Association, of which he is still a 
member. Mr. Reilly has been with The Transcript nearly 
ten years, entering the office in the capacity of office boy. 
He learned the printer’s trade, and was afterwards promo- 
ted to the reportorial staff, of which he has been & mem- 
ber for the past five years. He has a large acquaintance, 
is a good writer, and his Sunday letters from this vicinity 
in the Connecticut editions of the New York World and 
the New York Herald are read with interest. Mr. Reilly 
was the first president of 
the Aberdeen Club of this | 
city, and is now the club’s | 

| 





financial secretary. 


Cc. E, HANSEN 


is a well known member 
of the reportorial staff of 
The Transcript. He was 
born in New York City 
August 25th, 1871, and 
received his early educa- 
tion in the public schools 
of that city. At an early 
age he left school, going 
out into the world to make 
his own way. Taking up 
photography a few years 
he has been very 
successful in making 
many useful and interest- 
ing experiments. Among 
his achievements was the 
photographing of a small- 
pox patient under the most 
adverse circumstances, the 
results of which physicians say are the best of their kind, 
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PLUMB MEMORIAL LIBRARY. 


(|, HE handsomest of public buildings of the associated 
; towns is that of the Plumb Memorial Library at 
Shelton. This is 4 new acquisition and an institution of 
which the citizens of the town of Huntington and borough 
of Shelton may well feel proud. _For the past three years 
they have possessed a free public library; but only a few 
weeks have elapsed since the present building was dedicated 
and presented to the citizens. Their possession of this new 
and valuable structure is due to the princely generosity of 
the late David W, Plumb, a leading citizen of Shelton, 

The question of the free public library there, was first 
successfully agitated by Prof. Samuel E. Foreman, prin- 
cipal of the Shelton High School. With a view to having 
suitable books provided for the outside reading of the pupils 
of the publie¢ schools, he soon gained the interest of several 
leading men of whom David W. Plumb was the most en- 
thusiastic. A meeting of those interested was afterwards 
held in the town hall, which 
resulted in the raising, by pop- 
war subscription within two 
hours among those present, the 
sum of $2,000 to be used for 
the purchase of books. Steps 
were then taken to incorporate 
the organization under the 
statutes of the state, and a 
committee was appointed to 
purchase the books. Ata sub- 
sequent meeting held Feb, 4, 
1892, it was voted to establish 
the free public library,the books 
purchased with the fund sub- 
scribed, being turned over to 
the directors at the following 
annual business meeting of the 
town, This was held October 
3rd, 1892, and during its pro- 
gress a *4 mill tax was voted to 
be levied by the town for its 
partial support. December 15, 
the same year, two rooms on 
Howe avenue were engaged, 
and the reading room was open- 
ed to the public, 

The popularity of the 
library in its original small 
way was given the support of 
leading citizens, one of the staunchest of whom was 
the late David W. Plamb, who watched the growth of the 
library with great interest and care. It had ever been his 
intention to provide a more suitable home for the new li- 
brary, and while about to erect a building for its use and 
resent it to the citizens of the town death intervened. 
Pcie of his kind intentions, the people felt the project 
had indeed suffered a severe setback, In his will Mr. Plumb 
left a part of his large estate to his brother, Horace S. 
Plumb of Bridgeport, who, knowing the desires and wishes 
of his brother, donated $25,000 from the portion left him 
and placed it in the hands of Mrs. D. W. Plumb, Dr. G. A. 
Shelton and Charles KE. Clark, with full power to act for the 
institution and decide upon a suitable location. Soon after 
Mrs. Plumb generously donated a lot adjoining herresidence 
and grounds, advantageously situated at the corner of Brook 
and Wooster streets. This was as readily accepted, and in 
1894 ground was broken and material secured for the erec- 
tion of the present magnificent structure which was com- 

leted in December, 1895, . * 
Pew The truflding is a mabdel both iucidermnd Sitsities 261k 
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of the Romanesque style of architecture, being of terra cotta 
brick with trimmings of red sandstone. The main building 
is 69 by 65 feet in dimensions, and possesses a commanding 
tower which contains an artistic clock. The roof of the body 
of the building is of red slate, while the roof of the tower 
is Of Spanish tile. The main entrance is finished in hard 
wood handsomely carved, and the arched entrance contains, 
carved in relief, ‘Plumb Library.” On either side of the 
entrance are two handsome Roman vases. The floor of the 
vestibule is laid in Mosaic and Italian tile. The in- 
terior is finished in solid oak after the style of Renaissance. 
In the wing north of the entrance is the book room, with a 
capacity for shelving 10,000 volumes. On the right of the 
main hall are the directors’ room and the librarians’ room, 
both of which have paneled wainscot of oak and a ceiling of 
the same, the walls of each being finished in delicate terra 
cotta tints. From the librarian’s room staircases lead to the 
cellar and storage loft, a conveniently appointed lavatory 
opening from the same room. 

On the left of the hall is 
the reading room, a very hand- 
some apartment thirty feet by 
thirty-five feet seven inches, 
the western end being of grace- 
ful semi-circular shape with 
ample window space, and the 
light being plentiful through 
the nicely tinted cathedral glass 
windows. The wainscot of this 
room is a heavily paneled and 
moulded design in oak; the 
ceiling is a heavily trussed de- 
sign with deep-flutedand mould- 
ed frieze. The walls are of 
terra cotta tint with Arabesque 
stencilled dado in white, and an 
old-fashioned fireplace of press- 
ed brick extends from floor to 
ceiling. This room is shielded 
from observation by a hand- 
some screen of oak fitted with 
designs in cathedral glass re- 
presenting Art and Literature. 
At the rear of the main hall is 
the book room, fitted with the 
latest improved racks. Across 
the front of this room is a neat 
oak railing with plate glass 
panels and wickets for the de- 
livery of books. A door leads from this room to the read- 
ing room, thus enabling the librarian to have full oversight 
over both rooms. On the left, leading from the vestibule 
to the hall, is a bronze tablet, the work of the celebrated 
sculptor Piatti of New York, in the upper section of which 
is a life size bust figure in relief of David W. Plumb. Be- 
low is the following inscription: ‘‘David W. Plumb, in 
whose memory this building was erected and presented to 
the town of Huntington as a free public library, in fulfill- 
ment of his well known intentions.” The whole building is 
heated by steam and lighted by both gas and electricity. 
The entire library contains the most modern conveniences, 
and is fitted for the comfort of all. The architect of the 
building was Charles T. Beardsley, Jr. 

The dedication of the building was held December 4, 
1895, and was followed by a reception at the library to 
Governor Coffin in the evening. The board of library 
directors is composed of the following: D. 8. Brinsmade, 
president; Joseph Tomlinson, secretary; Mrs. Louise W. 
Plumb, Horace Wheeler, Charles G. Burr and Dr. W. S. 
Randall, 
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THE STERLING COMPANY. 


(Rae largest of local manufacturing concerns is the above 
company, whose celebrated pianos serve to brighten 
the homes of thousands of music loving people, and whose 
instruments have gained for the concern an almost world 
wide reputation. The manufacture of these pianos, having 
always been carried on here, Derby has shared the honors 
so gracefully won and worn by the Sterling Company. * The 
organization of the company, by Charles Sterling, occured 
in 1866, and the growth of the business, in the intervening 
years, has been but the result of the good business manage- 
ment of a plant turning out high grade goods, possessing 
ready selling qualities. Upon the organization of the 





THE LATE CHARLES A. STERLING. 


company, Mr. Sterling was chosen its first president, and 
from the start to the time of his regretted decease, in 1887, 
he continued at the head of the concern, guiding the business 
to permanent and ever increasing success. Before entering 
into the manufacture of the pianos which have ever since 
borne his name, Mr. Sterling was identified with a number 
of successful business enterprises. Although naturally of 
a quiet and retiring disposition, he possessed a remarkable 
amount of foresight, and associated with him men of 
business sagacity. 

Among those most relied on was Mr. R. W. Blake, who 
was elected secretary and general manager of the company, 
with controlling interest in 1871, and who has since devoted 
himself with untiring efforts to the building up of the 
Sterling to its present enviable position in the ranks of the 


SHELTON. 


DERBY AND 





RUFUS W. BLAKE. 


modern piano. Upon the death of Mr. Sterling, Mr. Blake, 
who had for several years been the active head of the com- 


pany, was chosen president. Endowed with rare ability as 
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a manufacturer, the noticeable success of tl ds 
by the company for several year f sodacai ieee 
i f } ars past, is trac 
head of the concern, 4 as Soe 
In 1888 Mr. J. R. Mason, one of the best known piano 
men in the west and manager of the Chicago branch of the 
Seeing Repay ee made secretary and treasurer, and 
las ever since added his efforts to the pr mecess of 
eee 8 é prolonged success of 
The company first started for the purpose of manu- 
fovea create exclusively, but in 1884 the waning of 
reed Instruments was anticipated by the company, : 
piano, of the above : PO auanone 
and more the attention at the now extensive and mammoth 
factories. The works are advantageously located in the 
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centre of Derby, and are afforded every facility for the 
convenient and economical manufacture of the goods. A 
spur track from the N. Y., N. H. & H. R. R. extends along 
side the entire rear of the works, affording the best of 
facilities for transportation, while excellent water power is 
utilized. In addition to the two large water wheels, is a 
200 horse power engine. The factory of the company 
shows in marked contrast to that in which the company 
first commenced business, and now comprises sixteen build- 
ings, besides several dry kilns, The handsome buildings 
have a frontage of 640 feet, facing the canal; and the in- 
dustry furnishes employment to 315 men, the majority of 
whom are high priced and skilled workmen, The desira- 
bility of Derby as a place of residence, and the high wages 
paid, make it an easy matter for the company to obtain the 
better class of help, and many of the workmen have been 
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in the steady employ of thé company for several years. 

With every advantage in the way of ample capital, 
perfectly equipped factories and the best of help at their 
command, the company are enabled to turn out goods find- 
ing a ready sale. The principles upon which the Sterling 
instruments are made, the care exercised in selecting the 
material, and the talent employed in their construction and 
finish, make the goods superior in many ways to those of 
other makes. The pianos are made with a full iron frame 
covering the entire wrest plank, giving perfect solidity and 
firmness. The sounding boards are from carefully selected 
Spruce, no soft pine or any other material being allowed to 
enter into this important part of the instrument. The 
backs are built up very strongly, and the instruments are 
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constructed with every regard for durability. The scales 
used are the most perfect and thoroughly even throughout, 
and the tone produced in the Sterling is noted for its long- 
sustained or singing quality. It is by its superior tone, easy 
action, beauty of design and honest make, that the Sterling 
has made a favorable debut in all the large cities of the 
United States, Mexico and Central America, while agencies 
have been established in several European cities. The ca- 
pacity of the busy factory shown in the accompanying en- 
graving is sixteen pianos and ten organs per day, and the 
works, having been operated for many years to their fullest 
extent, have added in large measure to the prosperity of the 
community. The company, which is a close corporation, 
with but five stockholders, is capitalized at $210,000, and its 
property and investments are estimated to be several times 
that amount. 
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For a number of years past, there has been a growing demand the Huntington Piano Company, and was organized 
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for a piano that could be sold for a lower price than the Sterling. 
Being fully awake to the situation, the Sterling Company decided 
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to organize another company, for the manufacture of a piano 
which would meet that demand. The new company 1s known as 
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with a capital stock of $30,000. The Huntington 
pianos have therefore been on the market for the 
past year. The officers of the company are A. J. 
Brooks, president; J. W. Brooks, secretary and 
R. W. Blake, treasurer; the last named being also 
president of the Sterling Company. The success of 
the new company has been little short of the 
phenomenal, and notwithstanding that if is less 
than a year since its organization, six Huntington 
pianos are being produced daily, all of which are 
shipped as soon as complete. 
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The company is about to move into its new 
factory at Shelton, now in process of construction. 
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ties for the manufacture and handling of this line of goods. The 





STERLING ORGAN; STYLE 35. 


The building is a large and handsome brick struc- 
ture, and will be known as the Blake Block. Its 
admirable location in the centre of Shelton, near 
the depot and post office, affords the best of facili- 
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accompanying cut represents the new Huntington factory, with 
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RESIDENCE OF J, R, MASON, FACTORY OF THE HUNTINGTON PIANO COMPANY. 
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a capacity of ten pianos a day. The popularity of the Ster- 
ling and Huntington, 
together with that of 
the men who so ably 
represent the two com- 
panies, is so well estab- 
lished that increasing 
success seems to be a 
certainty. 


R. W. BLAKE’S 
COTTAGES. 


Tn an appended illus- 
tration is shown a sec- 
tion of Caroline street 
where are situated sev-. 
eral desirable cottage 
houses owned by Mr. 
R. W. Blake, the presi- 
dent of the Sterling 
Company. From their 
excellent location, mod- 
ern pattern, and well 
kept lawns they form 
one of the comeliest 
rows of houses on the 
streets of Derby. These 
houses are occupied by 
well known citizens, 
are in a good neighbor- 
hood and rarely empty. 


DR. CHARLES T. BALDWIN. 


HIS skillful physician and surgeon, who is about to take 

a six months’ trip abroad, is one of the ablest of the 
county medical profession, and a native of New York State. 
He was born in Oneonta, Otsego County, forty-one years 
ago. His ancestry on the maternal side, however, were 
prominent in the early history of Connecticut, Dr. Baldwin 
being a great nephew of Dr. John Tomlinson of Kentucky 
and Charles Tomlinson of Shelton, and descending from Dr. 
Charles Beardsley of Milford. He obtained his education at 
Oneonta, preparing for college at the State Normal School 
at Mansfield, Pa. He pursued his medical studies at Belle- 








RESIDENCE OF R. W. BLAKE. 


vue Hospital Medical College, from which excellent institu- 
tion he graduated in 1883. 





COTTAGES OF R. W. BLAKE, CAROLINE STREET, DERBY. 


He immediately came to Derby and commenced prac- 
tice, and soon became 
recognized as a rising 
young physician. At 
the end of four years he 
went to Italy, continu- 
ing practice winters 
with an office and lucra- 
tive business in Rome, 
and studying at the 
Vienna hospitals sum- 
mers. His intention to 
stay in ‘Sunny Italy” 
for several years in 
practice was changed 
by the decease of his 
wife’s mother, Mrs. C. 
B: Alling, and brother, 
C. H. Alling. Upon 
returning to Derby he 
resumed practice in 
1890, establishing him- 
self here permanently.” 
His success since re- 
turning from Italy has 
been signal, while his 
knowledge of the treat- 
ment of many baffling 
diseases has built up a 
large office business. 
Dr. Baldwin, ever anx- 
ious to perfect himself in his profession, will sail for Europe 
February 1, in order to spend six months in study, taking 
special courses in hospitals of Vienna, Berlin, Paris and Lon- 
don, and also visiting his brother, Dr. W. W. Baldwin, who 
has for a number of years been practicing medicine at Flor- 
ence, Italy. Dr. Baldwin will leave his practice in the care 
of Dr. J. G. Van Marter, a physician late of Rome, Italy, 
and will resume the charge of his many patients upon his 
return. He is the preseat health officer of the city and a 
member of the Derby and Shelton Board of Trade. He is 
also a member of the Connecticut Medical Society, and while 
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in Europe was a member of the Anglo-American Medical 
Society. 
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THE DERBY SILVER COMPANY. 


(Geacerutty bearing the fair name of Derby, the 

_ above company indeed adds much to the fame of this 
locality as a manufacturing center, As is signified by its 
name, the concern makes silverware goods. The products 
of this prosperous factory are known and find a ready 
market in all parts of the United States and are exported 
to several foreign countries. The Derby Silver company 
became a corporation in 1872 and began operations the year 
following. Shortly afterwards the company was reorgan- 
ized and came under the present management in 1879. 
Since that time the increase in the output has been made 
more noticeable every year, and the force of skilled work- 
men steadily added to. The factory now gives em loyment 
to 350 hands and adds much to the prosperity of Shelton— 
where the factory is located—as well as Derby. 

The factory consists of three main buildings, all sub- 
stantial brick struc- 
tures, besides five 
smaller buildings. 
The goods of the 
company are made 
from the raw 
material and pass 
through the differ- 
ent departments of 
the factory while in 
progress of manu- 
facture. The com- 
pany employs tal- 
ented artists in the 
designing and 
moulding rooms, 
and their novelties 
and staple goods are 
popular with the 
trade, The product 
of the factory is in 
the form of special 
novelties in plated 
ware, including 
toilet articles, mir- 
rors, combs, clocks, 
brushes, as well as 
the standard table 
and sideboard plate, 
and numerous pro- 
ductionsinstandard 
silverware, noted for superior quality, handsome design and 
finish. The goods turned out are of honest make, and 
hold their own in competition. In certain lines the company 
excel in quality and prices—a point well known to the 
trade. Salesrooms are established in New York City, 
Chicago and San Francisco, and nine travelling salesmen 
look after the wants of the customers. ; 

Since the organization of the company, several addi- 
tions have been made to the factory, and since the exit of the 
recent panic, the company have been obliged to run nights 
in order to get out their orders. The factory is admirably 
located for convenience and the SE ete EBD GEatbty OF 
their large products, being supplied with excellent water 
power. A Sia track from the N. Y., N.H.& H.R.R 
adjoins the works, affording admirable facilities for 
receiving material and shipping goods. ne 

The company is capitalized at $300,000.00 which is held 
by local men. The president and manager of the concern 
is Col. Watson J. Miller, a member of the staff and aid-de- 
camp to Governor Coffin. The growth of the business of 
the company is ii no small measure due to his able manage- 
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ment, together with the excellence of the goods made. Col. 
Miller, having being associated with the company since its 
reorganization, is one of the best known silyerware manufac- 
turers of the union. The secretary and treasurer is Wesley 
L. Clark, who ably attends to the financial affairs. The 
superintendent of the factory, Mr. Thomas H. Newcomb, 
is one of the most practical and expert silverware manufac- 
turers, and is also a stockholder in the company. The 
designing and chasing departments are under the charge 
of Mr. Henry Berry, one of the most talented designers in 
the country.. All of the executive officers of the company 
as mentioned above are stockholders in the company. 


A. H. & C. B. ALLING. 


N the above concern exists a most remarkable business 
~ partnership, extending from 1845 to the present time, 
a period of full fifty years. The firm operate one of the 
oldest manufactur- 
ing industries in 
this vicinity and 
enjoy a national 
reputation. They 
furnish employ- 
ment to 400 opera- 
tives. The history 
of this well-known 
firm is an interest- 
ing one, dating back 
to the time of hand 
looms, long before 
the introduction of 
improyed machin- 
ery. The busy fac- 
tory, turning ont 
high grade woolen 
underwear and 
men’s first quality 
half hose, operating 
4,500 spindles, con- 
trasts strongly to 
the small start made 
by A. H. & GC. B. 
Alling, in Orange, 
a half century ago. 
A few years later, 
in 1858, the Alling 
brothers purchased 
the property of the 
Globe Company on Caroline street, Derby, bordering the 
river, and moyed their growing industry to this place, 
the change greatly increasing the capacity of their mills. 
In January, 1864, the busy mills were totally destroyed by 
fire and the following year business was resumed at their 
present location, formerly occupied by Anson G. Phelps as 
a copper mill. This property, from which the present in- 
dustrial Ansonia sprung, was purchased by the Allings at 
that time, and their present extensive mills, since enlarged, 
were then erected. 

With the growth of the business, and demand for 
reliable goods manufactured, the reputation of the firm 
became extended, until at the present day there is probably 
not a large house located between the bounds of the Atlantic 
and Pacific ocean but that has sold or does sell the goods of 
the Paugassett Mills. With an adherance to strict honesty 
in the making of their hosiery and underwear, ever striv- 
ing to improve rather than cheapen the quality of their 
goods, the firm have naturally attained an enviable reputa- 
tion in the dry goods trade. 

With the advent of improved machinery their mills 
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Always striving to increase the 
the machinery has been added to 


were the first to adopt it. 
capacity of their mills, 





PAUGASSETT MILLS; OPERATED BY A. H. & C. B. ALLING. 


from time to time, while the firm has secured several 
patents on different machines now in use at their mills. 
Through all their fifty years experience these mills have 
been free from labor troubles, and since the start, a half a 
century. ago, the mills have never failed to run full time, 
not even during the recent financial depression, when such 
a large number of concerns were obliged to curtail in 
different ways. The goods manufactured are staple articles 
and being so well known find a ready market. 

These mills, which have for so many years added much 
to the prosperity of the community, are operated by both 
steam and water power, being equip- 
ped with a 175 horse power engine, 
and two large water wheels. Excel- 
lent railroad facilities are also en- 
joyed, a spur of the tracks of the 
N. Y., N. H. & H.R. R., extending 
through the property. 

The remarkable business career 
of A. H. & C. B. Alling has been one 
unequalled in the history of Con- 
necticut manufacturing. 


BIRMINGHAM 
IRON FOUNDRY. 


C= large works in Derby and 
branch at Shelton, the Bir- 
mingham Iron Foundry is a most 
important concern in this locality. 
The industry conducted under that 
name is also one of the oldest here. 
The business was first established in 
1836 by Sylvester and Sullivan M. 
Colburn, twin brothers, who had 
_previously carried on a small foun- 
dry in Westville. In 1838 their 
brother, Dr. J. M. Colburn, became 
associated with them, and _ later 
Sheldon Bassett became a member of the firm. In 1850 the 
Colburns sold out their interests. The present stock 


company was then formed under the name of the Birming- 
ham Iron Foundry with a capital stock of $32,000. The 
capital has been increased from 
time to time and since 1894 
has been $150,000. Of this cor- 
poration Sheldon Bassett was 
the first president and he con- 
tinued at its head until his 
death in 1865. He was suc- 
ceeded by his son, Royal M. 
Bassett, who headed the concern 
until 1891, when Henry F 
Wanning, the former treasurer 
. and agent of the company, was 
| chosen president. The present 

- officers of the company are: 

') Henry F. Wanning, president; 
Theodore S. Bassett, vice-pres- 
ident; Theodore W. Bassett, 
treasurer, and Francis D, Wan- 
ning, secretary. The growth 
of the company’s business has 
been marked, aud the enlarge- 
ments made to their foundries 
noticeable, the accompanying 
illustration of their main plant 
at Derby showing in marked 
contrast to the small foundry 
first operated sixty years ago. 
Excellent facilities are enjoyed in the way of water power 
and rail transportation at both foundries. The company 
employ 200 workmen and have @ large output. They man- 
ufacture principally chilled and sand rolls, rubber machin- 
ery of all kinds and rolling mill machinery for all purposes, 
besides all kinds of iron and brass castings. 


THE BIRMINGHAM BRASS CO. 


Ooms flourishing and prosperous concern was organized 
under the present management December 30, 1891, as 
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BIRMINGHAM IRON FOUNDRY. 


the successor of the Osborne & Cheesman Company, the 
original business of which was established as far back as 
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1845. By virtue of its having been conducted for a full half 


The large volume of goods turned out at these works 


century the business, although under a new name, is one of add greatly to the fame of this business and industrial cen- 








BIRMINGHAM BRASS COS PLANT. 


the oldest and best known to the brass trade. 
. _ The Osborne & Cheesman Company after having been 
in business many years both in Ansonia and Shelton, under 
the management of Geo. W. Cheesman, its treasurer, was, 
at his death in 1891, divided and two corporations were 
founded, the one taking the Shelton works being the sub- 
ject of this sketch. Mr. Geo. O. Schneller of Ansonia, late- 
y deceased, then already largely identified with many of 
Ansonia’s industries, was elected president, and Mr. D. L. 
Durand, long manager of the property under Mr. Chees- 
man, was elected secretary and treasurer. When the con- 
cern was founded it labored under great disadvantages, 
owing to the business haying been interrupted very materi- 
ally during the interval between Mr. Cheesman’s death and 
the reorganization of the company. But the new manage- 
ment being possessed of vigor and ability soon regained the 
lost trade and is now holding its own with the largest con- 
cerns of the country in its line. The old business under the 
new name and management has thus been conducted with 
a success such as has brought with it a national reputation. 
The works comprise eight substantial brick buildings 
covering an area of about two acres and are now run to their 
fullest capacity. The rolling mill is devoted mainly to the 
production of the brass which is either shipped away on 
orders or sent into the tube, wire or cutting departments, 
there to be made intoa great variety of goods, the excellence 
of which has given the concern a wide reputation. In the 
wire department are turned out large quantities of wire from 
which the finest quality of pins are made. The tube room 
supplies tubing for plumbers’ use and also a great amount 
of steel tube covered with brass, used in the manufacture of 
metallic bedsteads. The south mill turns out large quanti- 
ties of lamp burners, buckles, chain, etc., all requiring spe- 
cial tools, the aggregate value of which amounts to many 
thousands of dollars. The company are the largest manu- 
facturers in certain lines of brass goods in the country and 
successfully compete in metallic tubing with the English 
market. The success of the concern in their endeavor to 
keep up the grade’ of product to their high standard of ex- 
cellence has made their name celebrated through the coun- 
try. The growth of the business has been marked, for at 
the present time while the works are operated to their full- 
est capacity many orders are refused, and in consequence 
important additions to the plant are contemplated as a ne- 
cessity. The possibilities of future growth are most prom- 
ising, and although two hundred and fifty hands are on the 
average pay roll it is probable that the force will be materi- 
ally increased. > 





ter. The company are provided with excellent 
water power and railroad facilities immediately 
adjoin their mill. The capital is $116,500. The 
product of this concern is constantly growing and 
with every prospect of increasing success is one 
of the important elements of the community. 
The company have offices at 24 Park Place, New 
York City, their agent being J. B. Underwood, 
and are also represented in San Francisco. Goods 
are also sold direct from the factory. 


D. L. DURAND. 


(Rite affairs of the Birmingham Brass Com- 
pany are ably handled by the secretary and 
treasurer, D. L. Durand, upon whom the active 
management of that well known manufacturing 
company has devolved since the organization. 
He is probably one of the best known men in 
the brass trade and to his knowledge of the busi- 
ness and ability to produce at the factory goods that have 
met the closest competition is the success of the concern in 

no small measure due. : 
He was born in Derby about fifty years ago and is a 
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son of W. L, Durand, one of the well known substantial 
citizens of Derby Neck. At nineteen he left the Foundry 
and Machine Co. at Ansonia, where he was apprenticed to 





CAPT. DAVID BL. DURAND, 


learn his trade, and enlisted in the army, serving three 
years in the late war, After the close of the war he went 
to Waterbury, where he entered the factory of Holmes, 
Booth & Haydens. At the works of this well known firm 
he was employed for a period of sixteen years, working up 
from the bottom of the ladder. With.a studious application 
to his work he obtained a good knowledge of the different 
departments, his efforts being substantially recognized by 
frequent promotions until given charge of one of the depart- 
ments, 

In 1884 he accepted the position-of superintendent of 
the Osborne & Cheesman Company at their factory, and 
when the present company was organized he became secre- 
tary and treasurer. is long association with brass manu- 
facturers makes him well known to the trade, while his 
ability and energy have brought good results to the affairs 
of the new company. Mr. Durand is the representative of 
the Birmingham Brass Co. in-the American Brass Associa- 
tion and a member of the G. A. R. He is also interested in 
the Masonic fraternity, being a Knight Templar and a Past 
District Deputy of New Haven County. He has for many 
yous been active in all movements tending to benefit the 
oeality in which he has resided, and although, with the ex- 
ception of serving as police commissioner, he has never 
sought ner held public office. He is astaunch and true Re- 
a ican, having for fourteen years been a member of the 

epublican Town Committee at Waterbury. 


THE ROBERT N. BASSETT COMPANY. 


NE of the oldest factories of Derby is that operated by 
fhe Robert N. Bassett Company in the manufacture of 
corset, steels, dress stays, ete. Thus time honored plant 


DERBY AND SHELTON. 


which, since 1836, has been steadily operated, has brought 
no little fame to this now lively manufacturing locality. 
The factory, which is within a year as old as the first indus- 
try started in Derby, was first started by David Bassett, 
who was the pioneer auger manufacturer here. In 1842 the 
property passed to his son Robert N. Bassett, whose honored 
name the present company bears. He continued in the 
making of augers and shortly after added galvanized pump 
chains to the product. In 1859 the advent of the hoop skirt 
was foreseen by Mr. Bassett and for years, until the fashion 
became obsolete, the factory was the largest and best known 
in the manufacture of hoop skirt wire. Covered corset wire 
was next added to the product and substitutes for whale- 
bone and French horn. 

Mr. Bassett’s inventive genius resulted in the produc- 
tion of many articles of great value to corset manufacturers 
and the dry goods trade, and his activity in business and 
ability as a successful manufacturer resulted in the marked 
growth of the factory. Most of the great labor saving ma- 
chines used in the ever busy factory are of his invention, all 
of which are covered by patents procured by him. His 
much regretted decease, which occurred in 1892, removed 
from Derby one of its ablest citizens and manufacturers. 
He was known as a representative Connecticut manufac- 
turer and a leader of men. His business enterprise, public 
spirit and benevolence were ever demonstrated by his acts, 
and few men in the state were held in higher esteem than 
he, For several years Mr. Bassett was also president of the 
Derby Savings Bank, Derby Rubber Co. and Derby Comb 
Co., and a director in the Birmingham National Bank and 
Ousatonic Water Co. The growth of the business under his 
practical management was buta natural result, and frequent 
enlargements to the factory have been necessary. The con- 
cern became incorporated in 1895 and is capitalized at $25,- 





BASSETT. 


THE LATE ROBERT N. 


000. About 75 hands are employed, a majority of whom 
are girls. With the best of facilities for the favorable man- 
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ufacture of their goods the output is large and finds a read 
market, the product being distributed to the trade in Bark 
The company have recently been run- 


state in the Union. 





THE ROBERT N. BASSETT COMPANY’S FACTORY. 


ning their factory both night and day in order to fill their 


orders. The present officers of the concern are F. A. Russ, 
president, New York; and H. D. Sawyer, secretary and 
treasurer. 


THE WILCOX & HOWE CO. 


(X= of the largest and best known concerns engaged in 
the manufacture of bicycle forgings is the Wilcox & 
Howe Company, whose works at Shelton, since starting in 
their new departure, have been taxed to their utmost ca- 
pacity. The original industry, founded in 1870 by D. Wil- 
cox, was that of making carriage hardware. Five years 
later the firm of Wilcox & Howe continued the factory for 
many years with marked success, gaining a national reputa- 
tion for their goods. 
Tn 1891 a stock company was organized and the concern 
became incorporated under a state charter. The company 





WORKS OF THE WILCOX & HOWE COMPANY. 


has a paid in capital of $86,525, the executive officers being 
John I. Howe, president, a former merchant of New York 
City, for over thirty years a member of the wholesale gro- 
cery firm of Adams Howe; George E. Wilcox, vice-presi- 
dent, a native and resident of Portchester, N. Y., and man- 
ufacturer of drop forgings under the firm name of J. Wil- 
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cox’s Sons; and Isaac P. Howe, secretary, and resident of 
Derby and brother of Mr. John I. Howe, The secretary 
and treasurer, a prominent member of the board of trade, 
is Ame active manager of the factory, having 
been connected with the business for the last 
twenty years. The plant, consisting of several 
buildings, is conveniently located on the canal 
and, like many of the prosperous factories of 
Shelton, is supplied with excellent water 
power. The various departments of the works 
are fitted up with the latest improved ma- 
chinery and tools. A force of sixty or more 
hands are now given regular @émployment, 
Upon starting in to make a specialty of bicycle 
forgings of a quality unsurpassed in this 
country or abroad for quality of material, 
finish, strength and workmanship, the com- 
pany have greatly increased their business and 
product. Their forgings are now used exten- 
sively by nearly all the bicycle manufacturers 
of the country and their orders are almost in 
excess of the capacity of their plant, The 
company also manufacture all descriptions of 
carriage hardware, making specialties of forg- 
ings for light buggies, etc. The trade of this 
concern is rapidly increasing and extends 
throughout the United States and the Canadas. 
Their products are also exported to South America, Africa 
and Australia. The high standing of the Wilcox & Howe 
Company in commercial circles has been brought about by 
conservative management, integrity and the exhibition of 
true American enterprise on the part of ite members, The 
New York office is at 95 Reade street, their general sales 
agents being Parkhurst & Wilkinson in bicycle forgings. 


THE WILLIAMS TYPEWRITER CO. 


DDING to the fame of this live manufacturing com- 
munity is the above company who, under a million 
dollar capital, make the celebrated Williams typewriting 
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WORKS OF THE HOWE MFG... COMPANY. 
machine. This | 


@ industry removed to this city from 
Newark, N. J., in 


¥, 1894, the company moving their 
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machinery into their new factory within two months after 
the foundation for the structure, a large substantial two- 





FACTORY OF THE WILLIAMS TYPEWRITER Co., DERBY, CONN., U, S.A. 


story brick building with stone foundation and trimmings, 
was commenced. 

The factory, now giving employment to about 100 skilled 
workmen, is located on Housatonic avenue near the dam on 
the Housatonic river, the water of which supplies the com- 
pany with admirable and suflicient power. Although the 
works have been in operation here less than two years the 
typewriting machines made by the company are known and 
used all over the world, agencies and sub-agencies being es- 
tablished throughout the United States, Mexico and South 
America, while the Williams Typewriter Co. for Europe, 
who control the sale of the goods in the eastern hemisphere, 
have headquarters in London and sub-agencies in nearly all 
the leading cities abroad. 

The present company commenced the manufacture of 
these machines at Brooklyn, N. Y. Subsequently the ma- 
chines were made at the works of the Domestic Sewing Ma- 
chine Company at Newark, N.J. When 
the works were removed to this city the 
obvious good points of the machine had 
become known almost throughout the 
world, the future success of the company 
being a surety. Since locating here a 
_ steady gain has been shown in the output 
of the company, while the quality of the 
machine has also gradually improved. 

Excepting the castings and type, all 
of the different parts of the machine are 
made at the factory, including the japan- 
ning and plating. The company have 
recently made an extension to their 
plating and japanning rooms, increasing 
the capacity of their factory and requiring 
the services of several extra hands. 

The typewriting machine made by 
this company is the invention of J. New- 
ton Williams, now a resident of Shelton, 
and although only a very few years on 
the market is known and used in all parts 
of the civilized globe. The machine is a great de- 
parture from the ordinary typewriter and possesses so many 





Manufacturers of Horn Buttons, for the Cloak, Clothing and Underwear Trade, 
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desirable features for convenience, speed and clean work 
that the machines have met with universal approbation and 
immediate sale. Compared with 
machines of other makes the 
Williams possesses the leading 
features of other writing ma- 
chines and will do all that any 
of them claim to do with less 
trouble and expense, The lines 
and words, including the last 
letter, are always in sight, al- 
lowing every letter to be seen 
while being printed. The ma- 
chine is well covered by patents 
both in this country and abroad, 
more than 125 claims being held 
by the patentee, The works in 
this city, although practically 
in their infancy, have a capac- 
ity for turning out 100 machines 
a week. The industry is a rap- 
idly growing one and the com- 
pany havea bright future, The 
New York offices of the com- 
pany are at 253 Broadway. 
‘The, Williams Typewriter Com- 
pany for Europe are using the 
legend on their letter-heads, 
“Contractors to Her Majestiy’s 
Government,” which magic words are at once a royal pass- 
port to favor and a significant endorsement of the com pany’s 
goods. This company who obtain their machines and sup- 
plies from the factory here in Derby, have headquarters at 
21 Cheapside, London, to which 25 machines are shipped 
weekly. 


J. & G. GRIFFIN. 


HE business of the above firm was established in 1846 

at Botsford, Conn., by John Griflin, father of the pres- 

ent members of the firm. He invented the first cam ma- 
chine for turning horn buttons. In 1890, owing to increased 
business and the invention of labor saving machinery, the 
plant formerly owned by the Shelton Brass Hardware Co. 
was purchased and the business remoyed to Shelton. With 
new machinery and extended facilities the business has 
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J. & G. GRIFFIN. 
Daily Capacity, 4000 gross. 


grown until now the firm are the largest manufacturers of 
horn buttons in the United States, They are now employ- 
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ing 70 hands, which number will soon be increased to 80. 
handled entirely by a few of the largest 


Their output is 
wholesale houses 
and distributed 
over every state in 
the Union and 
Canada, 

The improve- 
ments of the Griffin 
Bros. in horn hut- 
ton machinery en- 
able them to lead 
all competitors in 
their line, having 
machines that will 
each turn ont 3,500, - 
000 buttons per 
month or an in- 
crease of 600 per 
cent. over former 
methods. The fae- 
tory turns out over 
100 styles of horn 
buttons from %4 to 
23¢ inches in diam- 
eter. The present 
members of the firm 
are George and B. 
N, Griffin. 


A 
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HOUSATONIC SKIFF & CANOE CO. 


NEW industry which has already added to the fame 
of this bustling manufacturing city is that of mak- 
This industry, 
near future to become one of large 
proportions, was started last 
August, the shops being lo- 
cated on Water street. The 
skiffs, canoes and boats made 
by this company, recently 
incorporated, have excited 
public admiration in no small 
degree, and as a consequence 
of their good qualities a 
ready market is found for 
them. The company is pre- 
pared to furnish any sort of 
pleasure boats from ten to 
forty feet in length fitted 
with sail, naphtha or steam. 
The variety of the pleasure 
boats is almost endless, the 
designs being made by J. A. 
Howe, the superintendent, whose skill as a boatmaker of 
this modern age won recognition at the World’s Columbian 


ing high grade skiffs, canoes and boats, 
which bids fair in the 
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Exposition. The handsome specimens of boats at the shops - 
of this newly founded concern show the design and work-. 


manship of 
this hoat- 
builder to 
good advyan- 
tage. His 
wide experi- 
ence with one 
of theleading 
boat-builders ; re 
of New York, together with his marked mechanical ability, 
have given the goods of the company a substantial intro- 
duction to the trade. The boats of the concern are con- 











structed of white cedar, with Spanish cedar or mahogany 
decks, brass fastenings and nickeled trimmings. The boats, 
when desired, are 
fitted with cane 
seats, the frames 
being of cherry. 
Especially notice- 
able among the 
various styles 
designed and built 
is a combination 
sail and row boat 
with folding centre- 
board and drop rud- 
der. Besides the 
endless yariety of 
small canoes, skkiffs 
and boats contained 
in the company’s 
catalogue, various 
‘Jarger crafts are 
also constructed, 
even to the cruisers 
six feet or over in 
width. The superior 
workmanship of the 
boats turned out at 
these shops here in 


' Derby makes them unexcelled, and while they are without 


a superior as regards their construction the prices quoted 
enable the company to meet the strongest competition, 

The rudders and plate centreboards of the boats are of 
brass or Toban bronze and are attached to the best and 
latest improved models. The display made by the company 
at the recent Danbury Fair won high praises from the thou- 
sands of sightseers. These were the first boats ever exhib- 
ited at Danbury and the handsome makeup and perfect 
construction made them much admired. 

The facilities 
at the shops of the 
company enable 
the company to fill 
orders promptly, 
while the prices 
quoted are exceed- 
ingly low consid- 
ing beauty, qual- 
ity and strength. 
Kach and every 
boat possesses the 
same perfect work- 
manship being 
thoroughly tested in every way before being shipped 
to its destination. The officers of the company are S. BE. 
Gesner, president, and J. A. Howe, superintendent. The 
former has for many years been engaged in the building 
and contracting business and is a well known citizen of 
Derby, being a member of the board of education. The 
latter is a 
native of 
Canton, N.Y. 
where he was 
born thirty- 
five years 
ago. Early 
in life he 
showed a 
marked tendency towards mechanism, which has developed 
in later years to ingenuity. His wide experience in New 
York City has been of value to him as a member of the new 
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concern whose noted reputation for building high grade 
boats has been ina few months achieved. He isa Knight 
Templar Mason andmem- 
ber of the Mystic Shrine, 


in that fraternal order. 


SIDNEY E. GESNER. 


bP any review of the 
municipal develop- 
ment and commercial 
progress of this busy 
valley the important fac- 
tors should not. be lost 
sight of, the building 
interests being important 
subjects for considera- 
tion. In this connection 
especial mention is due 
~§. E. Gesner, who has 
constructed many of the 
handsome and substan- 
tial buildings in and 
about Derby. He has 
resided here since 1861, 
but is a native of Fair 
He served his apprenticeship with the 
Beardsley Building Co. and twenty years ago engaged in 
business for himself. His shop on Water street contains all 
the facilities for the inside work necessary in the filling of 
contracts, and twenty-five men are given constant employ- 
ment the year around. He is prepared to make estimates 
for any kind of a building in or out of town, and during the 
score of years he has been engaged in business he has built 
up an excellent reputation for good and thorough work. 
Many of the most imposing business blocks and handsome 
residences in Derby, Shelton and Ansonia stand as monu- 
ments to his skill. Notable among these are the Colburn 
block, Smith block and the residences of Reuben H. Tucker 
and Thomas Wallace, Jr. 

‘Aside from conducting a large contracting and building 
business Mr. Gesner is 
president of the Housa- 
tonic Skiff & Canoe Co., 
a new concern recently 
founded and operated in 
Mr. Gesner’s shops on 
Water street. He has 
for many years been ac- 
tive in politics, having 
for sixteen years been a 
member of the Repub- 
lican town committee and 
wasa member of the 
board of selectmen at the 
time of the division of 
Birmingham. He is a 
present member of the 
board of education and 
takes a deep interest in 
educational matters. He 
is a thirty-second degree 
Mason, being a member 
of King Hiram Lodge, 
Solomon Chapter, New 
Haven Commandery, 
Lafayette Consistatory 
and Pyramid Shrine. He is well known as a worthy citizen 
and progressive business man. 





SIDNEY E. GESNER, 


Haven, Connecticut. 





CHARLES N. DOWNS. 


and therefore prominent - 
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THE HOME TRUST COMPANY. 


(DF Derby’s institutions this is one of the most important 

to the economically inclined resident; and, as is signi- 
fied by its name, such is the character of its business. The 
company was incorporated in 1893 and its capital stock is 
$25,000, with a surplus of $5,000. The corporation acts as - 
agent for a large number of the leading fire insurance com- 
panies, buys and sells real estate, takes charge of rents and 
property in this vicinity, deals in high grade investments, 
acts as trustee, executor, administrator, receiver and guar- 
dian for trust estates, and, by special provision in its char- 
ter, issues surety and fidelity bonds. At its offices on Main 
street, Derby, the company receives deposits and issues sav- 
ings bank books on which interest at five per cent, per an- 
num is allowed, they paying interest on all deposits up to 
the first day of the month in which the deposits are with- 
drawn. They have also introduced the nickle savings stamp 
system as a part of their savings department. The company 





ERNEST L, STAPLES. 


is also a legal depository for state, county, town and muni- 
cipal trust funds. The company has had a rapid growth in 
its business and is conservatively managed. The present 
officers of the company are Col. H. Holton Wood, president ; 
Chas. E. Clark, vice-president; and Chas. N. Downs, sec’y 
and treas. The trustees are the three gentlemen just men- 
tioned and GC H. Nettleton, Col. Watson J. Miller, W. S. 
Downs, Judge E. B. Gager, D. 8. Brinsmade, J. G. Day 
aud RB. W. Blake. The secretary, treasurer and founder of 
the company, Charles N. Downs, is also the present post- 
master of Derby, to which office he was appointed by Presi- 
dent Cleveland, Feb, 8, 1892. He was born in Derby June 
24, 1859, and graduated from the public schools in 1877. 
Fifteen years ago he engaged in the manufacture of corsets 
and continued until 1890, when he retired from the manu- 
facturing business and opened an office for the transaction 
of a business the same in character as that of the Home 
Trust Company. Mr. Downs is an efficient public official 
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in his present capacity, and has been instrumental in bring- 
ing about Important improvements to the local mail service. 
Before the city’s imcorporation he served in 1887-88 as a 
member of the board of borough burgesses. 


ERNEST L. STAPLES. 


(Rute subject of this sketch is the son of Charles and 
; Rosilla (Burr) Staples, and was born in Monroe, Ct., 
September 10, 1856. He received a liberal education in the 
public schools and under private collegiate tutors. After 
teaching school for several years, he began the study of law 
in the office of the late Col, §. B. Sumner, at Brideport, 
Conn., m 1880, and was admitted to the Fairfield County 
bar April 14, 1883. Afterward, he resumed teaching, was 
at one time principal of the Hill Academy, Reading, Conn., 
and later at the head of instruction in the Uptown Derby 
School, In the autumn of 1886 he opened a law office in 
Pinney’s Block, at Shelton, Conn., being the pioneer lawyer 
in that borough, where he has ever since practiced his 
profession, March 30th, 1885, he was married at Danbury, 
Conn,, to Esther J, daughter of Ira Penfield and= Sarah 
(Beard) Penfield, 


of Danbury, and 
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The battle wages in each breast, 
The clash *twixt good and ill, 

I trust the triumph of the good 
To be the Father’s will. 


And He, wher’er our place may be, 
Will give us power to do 

In all life’s battles, verily, 
What’er is just and true, 


Though in no sense a professional politician, Mr. Staples 
has always identified himself with the Republican party, 
and is an ardent advocate of all political reforms: 


F. HALLOCK & CO. 
NE of the largest business houses of the Naugatuel 
Valley is that now known as F. Hallock & Co., a 
hardware concern of wide reputation who carry on one of 
the largest establishments of the kind in the state. The 
business was founded by Sidney A. Downs and his brother, 
Nelson H. Downs, in 1838, under the firm name of 8. A. 
Downs & Co, Afterwards N. H. Downs retired and Henry 
8. Sanford became financial partner, under the name of 
Downs & Sanford. 








a graduate of Mt, os 
HolyokeSeminary 
and one daughter, 
Gail Rosilla 
Staples, was born | 
to them March 5, 
1886. 

Mr. Staples is 
counsel for the 
town of Hunting- 
ton and the bor- 
ough of Shelton, 
and prosecuting 
attorney in the 
local town court. 
He is deeply in- 
terested in the ed- 
ucational and mor- 
al interests of the 
community, and 
with §. E. Foreman and 4,William Holmes, Jr., issued the 
original call for a public meeting to consider the establish- 
ment of a public library in Huntington. 

The public addresses and occasional poems of Mr. Staples 
have been many, and are always well received. ‘The fol- 
lowing random selection is illustrative of his thought. 





Fight on, against the foes without, 
Fight on ’gainst foes within, 

Fight ever for the deathless truth, 
Fight every form of sin. 


And never in the weary strife 
Let hope or courage fail, 

For somewhere, somehow, Oh believe, 
The right shall yet prevail. 


The Power that makes for Righteousness, 
Can never know defeat, 

His truth shall still go marching on 
Till all things are complete. 


I only trust, IT cannot know, 
The Father leads the way, 

It is enough that all things point 
To His eternal day. 


The wrong shall die, the good survive, 
And not one soul shall fall 

Forever from the Infinite, 
Whose love is over all. 





F. HALLOCK & CO.’S BIG STORE, 


= Dry goods and 


other articles of a 

Various nature 
| were dealt in for 
| several years. In 
|} 1850 Franklin 
| Hallock entered 
the store as clerk 
and shortly after 
purchased an in- 
terest in the busi- 
ness, upon which 
the firm became 
Downs, Sanford & 
Co. The business 
grew and prosper- 
ed and the expan- 
sion of the store 
has since been 
steady and grad- 
ual. In 1865 Ed- 
win Hallock, a younger brother of Franklin Hallock, bought 
the remaining interests and the firm has since been known 
as F. Hallock & Co. From that time to May 6, 1890, the 
brothers continued the business when the much regretted 
decease of Franklin Hallock occurred, removing from the 
community one of its ablest businessmen. Since the death 
of Franklin Hallock the business of the concern has contin- 
ued under the firm name of F. Hallock & Co., the interests 
of the estate remaining in the charge of the surviving part- 
ner, Edwin Hallock; and since the death of his father, F. 
W. Hallock has given up the manufacturing business and 
devoted his attention to assisting in the management of the 
concern. Having been in existence for many years the 
business has with good management grown to large propor- 
tions. The present store is located in the centre of Derby, 
and comprises one of the finest and largest: stocked estab- 
lishments in the state. From its exterior but a small idea 
can be gained of its real magnitude. The main store, front- 
ing on Main street fifty feet, has a depth of 100 feet, while 
in the rear are two buildings of two stories and basements 
in which iron, steel, lime, cement, fertilizers, agricultural 
implements, paints, oils, etc., are kept. Besides the spa- 
cious quarters of the store two large storehouses, one at 
Derby and one at Shelton, are required to hold the large 
and varied stock of the firm. The value of such a complete 
establishment as that which F, Hallock & Co. conduct in a 
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fast growing community such as this, is at once made 
obvious, for it has been said that it is almost impossible 
to inquire for any article of hardware that cannot be found 
there. The usual side lines of sleds, skates and sporting 
goods are also shown in attrac- 
tive array, while pulleys, shaft- 
ing, belting, etc., are carried. 
Both a large wholesale and retail 
business is done, and the place is 
a natural headquarters for all 
supplies in the various lines car- 
ried by the firm. A large portion 
of the dock property at the head 
of navigation of the Naugatuck 
and Housatonic Rivers is also 
- owned by the firm, in addition to 
other acquisitions in real estate, 
and the excellent water privileges 
enable them to receive their 
bulky goods by water. 


HOWARD & BARBER. 


Of existence of the extensive 
establishment of Howard & 
Barber is in a great; measure re- 
sponsible for the good name Derby 
has attained as a desirable trading 
center, especially in dry goods, 
furniture and carpets. The store is known as one of the 
institutions of the locality. If, as the pessimist contends, 
the modern dry goods store is one of the strongest enemies 
of economy, then this store is one of the most virulent type, 
and would, if located in the land of the direful prophet, no 
doubt have little of its present prosperous appearance. 


The store is a progressive one in a rapidly growing 
community, where genuine efforts towards enterprise are 
looked upon with favor and substantially appreciated. The 


history of the business, now conducted by this energetic 


firm dates back a number of years, and the present store, 
comprising the numbers from 268 to 276 Main street, con- 
trasts strongly to 


the small one conducted by Mr. Brush, 
one of the pioneer dry 
goods men of Derby. 
Mr. C. B. Boothe succeed- 
ed to the business later, 
who upon removing to 
the present store, was in 
1883 followed by Howard 
& Barber. The infusion 
of young blood was fol- 
lowed by a steady in- 
crease in the business, 
made more noticeable 
four years ago when four 
floors of the opposite side 
of the building were ad- 
ded, greatly increasing 
the firm’s possibilities for 
business. It is admir- 
ably located, both for 
local and out of town 
trade, being situated at 
the head of Elizabeth 
street, all lines of street 
cars passing the front. 
The handsomely dressed 
show windows invariably 
contain some new novelty to attract the attention of the 
passerby; and the interior of the store continually presents 
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STORE OF HOWARD & BARBER. 
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the aspect of a lively and steady business. The openings 
of this establishment which occur twice a year, do eredit to 
the enterprise of the firm and are looked. forward to with 
much preparation on the part of the proprietors. The 
store now contains twenty-two 
different departments each of 
which is a small store in itself. 
The place has two entrances, one 
leading from the street to the 
original part of the store where 
dry goods in every form and de- 
scription, millinery, cloaks and 
fancy goods are contained, and 
the other where furniture, carpet- 
ings, paper hangings, draperies 
and curtains are found. The re- 
utation of Howard & Barber for 
seeping high grade goods has won 
for the firm the patronage of a 
large share of the best trade in 
this city and surrounding territory. 
Two delivery teams are kept con- 
stantly busy and bundles are 
promptly delivered anywhere 
within ten miles of the store. A 
large number of clerks are re- 
quired to look after the wants of 
the many patrons, and it is fre- 
quently said that the excellent 
service adds no little to the store’s great popularity. What 
is commonly asserted, that whatever comes from Howard 
& Barber's is sure to turn out as represented, is one of the 
results of the careful training of the clerks in regard to 
making promises that the firm can fulfill, The store is, in 
appearance, like the modern metropolitan establishment 
and contains in the furniture department the only passenger 
elevator in a retail store in this locality. The carpet room 
on the first floor contains an almost endless selection of all 
grades of floor coverings including velvets, wiltons and 
axminsters, 

But a small idea of tle real dimensions of the estab- 
lishment is gained from the outside; and not until one has 
travelled the different 
floors and departments “=> - 
can an adequate opinion 
be gained of the growth 
of a business establish- 
ment so many years ad- 
mirably managed. The 
individual members of 
the firm Messrs, C. R. 
Howard and G. E. Bar- 
ber are too well known 
to the buying public and 
in the dry goods market 
to require any introduc- 
tion. That the store en- 
joys a spotless reputation 
for reliability and is in 
many ways a benefit to 
the locality, is acknowl- 
edged on all sides. 


JOS. SCHLESINGER. 


N the Shelton Com- 
pany’s block on 
Main street, Derby is the 4 
well known establishment of this reliable merchant tailor. 
He has been making up garments for the male element of 
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the associated towns for the p: i 

the § lor the past nine years and has a repu- 
tation for turning out well fitting, stylish and durable AS 
tom clothing. He came to Derby from New York city, 





ROBERT 8. GARDNER. 


where he learned his trade as a cutter. He keeps a large 
stock of the latest novelties in woolens and guarantees 
satisfaction in every case. He uses all with courtesy and 
merits the success that he has achieved, 


ROBERT 8. GARDNER. 


ROMINENT among the energetic business men and 
public spirited citizens of Derby is Robert 8. Gardner, 

the leading jeweler and stationer. He was born in Hast 
Hampton, L. I., February 14, 1867, and his ancestors fig- 
ured prominently in the affairs of colonial times, six of his 
ancestors having seryed in the Revolution. He isa son of 
Samuel M, Gardner, who removed to Birmingham when the 
subject of this sketch was but two years old. After receiv- 
ing a practical education young Gardner, at the age of sev- 
enteen, entered the store of J. E. Brierly by whom he was 
employed for nine months. At the end of that time Mr. 
Gardner bought out the bankrupt stock of his unsuccessful 
predecessor and engaged in business for himself, Although 
but eighteen years of age when he entered the business 
arena his natural ability soon showed itself, and from a 
small start his readiness to adapt himself to circumstances 
became a strong factor in his success. By close attention 
to business he improved his stock and increased his trade. 
With the growth of his store improvements have gradually 
heen made to the interior, the appended illustration showing 
in marked contrast to the place as first conducted. From 
the result of careful management and honorable dealings 
the establishment has grown to that of the largest jewelry 
and stationery house in this vicinity. The stand is an old 
one, having been in existence for the past twenty-five years. 
In the way of jewelry, the store conducted by Mr. Gardner 
is to this city what Tiffany’s is to New York—a headquar- 
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ters for all that is useful, ornamental, dainty and delicate in 
jewelry, silverware, watches, diamonds and precious stones. 
This store is the local salesroom of the Derby Silver Com- 
pany, and the many handsome designs in silverware made 
at the factory of this local company are to be seen here. 
Mr. Gardner is agent for the celebrated Gorman sterling 
silver goods, so well known by reputation. All grades of 
American and foreign watches are also to be found here, 
while two expert watehmakers are employed. The optical 
department is also well patronized. As Mr. Gardner is a 
graduate of the New York Opthalmic School, glasses are 
fitted to the eyes under truly scientific principles. 

The stationery department furnishes the patrons of the 
store with all the high grade goods, including engraved 
cards, invitations, etc., blank books of every description and 
the largest ledgers for counting rooms are kept in stock or 
made to order. The large stock and reliability of the store, 
together with the proverbially low prices, insure a large and 
steady trade. 

Mr. Gardner is one of the pushing young business men 
of which this community possesses so many. He is amem- 
ber of the Board of Trade, Crescent Cycle Club and Sons of 
the American Reyolution. He is a prominent figure in lo- 
cal business and social circles and known for his enterprise 
and popularity. He was united in marriage with Miss 
Edith Hallock, daughter of the late Franklin Hallock. 
She is descended from Rey, Thomas Hooker, one of the 
founders of Hartford, and has taken a prominent part in the 
local chapter of the Daughters of the American Revolution, 
of which she is a charter member. 


J. N. WISE. 


ITH a large wholesale and retail trade this baker and 
confectioner has the distinction of carrying on the 

finest and most extensive establishment of the kind in the 
Naugatuck Valley. At his store on Main street, Derby, is 
the headquarters for toothsome delicacies of a quality and 
variety such as draws like a magnet the patronage of the 
public. The store is most conveniently situated at the head 
of Elizabeth street, three lines of street cars making con- 
nections at the door. The place, especially at this season of 





INTERIOR JEWELRY AND STATIONERY STORE OF R. 8. GARDNER, 


the year, is brilliantly attractive. In the centre is a capa- 
cious soda fountain, while on the right and centre counters 
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are temptingly displayed the choicest of candies. On the 
left are the plain and fancy bakings. 
grade of confectionery, 
Mr. Wise being sole 
agent for the celebrated 
Lowney’s goods at 
wholesale and retail, 
everything is made up- 
on the premises under 
the supervision of the 
well known proprietor. 

The baking depart- 
ment supplies a large 
amount of the bread, 
cake and pastry to the 
associated towns, the 
familiar sound of the 
bells on the teams of 
James N. Wise being 
heartily welcomed when 
ever heard; and a large 
Store trade is also en- 
joyed. While this con- 
fectioner controls, it 
may be said, the whole- 
sale candy trade of this 
vicinity his celebrated 
ice-cream has made his 
name famous in these 
parts. Wise’s peanut . 
brittle is well known to 
the trade of New York City, and is made at this well-known 
store and shipped by the ton to the metropolis where it 
finds a ready sale. 

This merchant deals personally with the largest jobbers 
in the country and is the only one in the whole valley who 
is waited upon by the trade at his store. He employs twelve 
hands, and his business has assumed large proportions from 
a small beginning. Mr. Wise was born in Poughkeepsie, 
N. Y., and has been in the baking and candy manufacturing 
business continu- 
ously from boy- 
hood. Hecame to 
Derby in *?6 from 
New Haven, and 
with his ripe ex- 
perience and good 
judgment com- 
menced the busi- 
ness which has 
|- since made his ef- 
forts. well appre- 
ciated. He has 
_ | idéntified himself 

| awith thesbestin- 
terests: of .thelo- 
cality,.and is a 
snember* of the 
oa -|*- Dérby and Shelton 

‘| Board of Trade, 
the -Masons and 
Odd Fellows, He 
resides in one of 
the finest of resi- 
dences on Eliza- 
bethstreet, Derby, 
always beautifully 
kept, a cut of 
which is shown, together with the well known subject of 
this sketch. 


Aside from the higher 
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T. 8, ALLIS & CO. 

HE leading clothing 
and furnishing 
goods store of T. 8. 
Allis & Co. on Main 
street, Derby, is known 
for its reliability, de- 
sirable goods and large 
business. The estab- 
lishment possesses un- 
usually attractive show 
windows and a hand- 
some interior. The 
large stock and com- 
mendable methods of 
conducting this busi- 
ness do their full share 
towards drawing retail 
trade to Derby. The 
store is fully 100 feet in 
depth and possesses a 
front of whole French 
plate glass and double 
show windows. The 
business has been estab- 
lished for fifteen years, 
and the reputation of 
the place was never 
better than at the pres- 
ent time. The store 
shows at a glance that it is wholly up to date, and easily 
rivals many of the New York and Boston houses in both 
variety of stock and prices. Perhaps the most commend- 
able features of the store are that the prices are the same to 
one and all and all customers receive the same courteous 

attention. ; 
Having conducted his present business from the start, 
Mr. Allis is one of the best known local business men. He 
was born in Randolph, Vt., but has been an adopted citizen 
of Derby for the 
past fifteen years. 
Having devoted 
twenty years tothe 
clothing business 
he fully knows the 
wants of his pa- 
trons, while his 
natural business 
aptitude has been 
significantly dem- 
onstrated by the 
steady increase of 
trade. He is an 
active member of 
the Derby and 
Shelton Board of 
Trade and is prom- 
inent in Masonry, 
being a member 
of Solomon Chap- 
ter and Master of 
King Hiram Lodge, 
He has also been 
through the chairs 
in the subordinate 
lodge of Odd Fel- 
lows and isa mem- 
ber of the Independent Order of Red Men. There are few 
finer clothing stores in the state, but none more popular in 
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ae ena which they are conducted than that of 
D. H. KELLY. 


HIS well known Elizabeth street plumber, gas and 
steam fitter requires 
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commonly seen in these well known warerooms. The 
celebrated Estey and Mason and Hamlin organs are also 
found here, and many a happy home has been brightened 
by one make or another of the instruments coming from 
this music store. Fancy and. art embroidery goods, Do- 
mestic patterns and the 





no introduction to the 
readers of this souvenir 
history residing in this 
vicinity. His reputation 
for equitable dealing, hon- 
est work and his ability 
to fill at short notice both 
large and small contracts 
is self-evident. He is a 
Derby boy and engaged in 
his present business for 
himself in 1881. His sue- 
cess has been achieved by 
doing clean and thorough 
work in every case, His 
work is not confined to 
this city alone, his repu- 
tation having extended far 
outside of it. His estab- 
lishment, comprising what 
Was originally two stores, 
furnishes admirable quarters for conducting a large busi- 
ness, The store facing on Elizabeth street contains a large 
and desirable stock of stoves of nearly every form and de- 
scription and kitchen furnishing goods, etc., and from the 
desirable goods and reasonable prices is well patronized. 

In the rear of the store, with an entrance on Third 
street, is the well equipped workshop where plumbing sup- 
plies and fittings are kept ready for use. A large corps of 
skilled workmen are given regular employment, and all 
kinds of tin, copper and sheet iron work are done, the local 
mills and factories being among his customers. Mr. Kelly 
also fills contracts for laying private sewers and handles 
drain pipe and all stock for that and similar classess of 
work. His business record is a most creditable one and he 
is known as one of the wideawake business men of this 


locality. 
N. W. HINE. 


F great benefit to the 
locality is the musi- 

cal establishment of N. W. 
Hine, located on Main 
street, Derby. Being the 
only establishment of the 
kind in town, the place 
is the general headquar- 
ers of local musicians. 
The warerooms contain 
the leading makes of 
pianos and organs, small 
wind and string instru- 
ments, as well as musical 
merchandise in nearly 
every form and decrip- 
tion, including the latest 
publications in book and 
sheet music. An unusu- 
ally large stock of popular 
sheet music is kept in 
stock, fully 4,000 pieces of 
five cent music being 
carried. While other leading makes of pianos are sold, the 
Hazelton, Briggs, A. B. Chase and Colby are the most 








D. H. KELLY. 





INTERTOR ALLIS & COS CLOTHING STORE. 


Domestic and Standard 
sewing machines make 


their headquarters here. 
Pianos, organs and sewing 
machines are sold or rent- 
ed, and easy terms of pay- 
ment have made many 
sales where cash has not 
been convenient. Mr.Hine 
operates another store at 
706 Chapel street, New 
Haven, where, in the Ma- 
sonic Building, he con- 
ducts a most popular and 
well patronized establish- 
ment. His twenty-five 
years connection with the 
music business, part of 
which time he has con- 
ducted as many as seven 

' stores at a time, make 
him one of the best known men in his line in the Naugatuck 
valley. He is considered one of the most active of hard 
working business men. 


W. S. DENSLOW. 


vy a success attained on its merits, the career of this 

hustling dry goods man in Derby has been one of the 
phenomenal order. A young man born ona farm, whose 
ancestry dates back to the early settlement of New England, 
and conducting a business employing on dry goods the largest 
number of clerks of any store in the associated towns, is 
W. 8. Denslow. To some men business is pleasure, and 
such a man is this suc- 
cessful dry goods dealer. 
He is in every sense a 
self-made man and largely 
a self-educated man. At 
eleven years of age he left 
school to work in a gro- 
cery store and the balance 
of his stock of practical 
knowledge was obtained 
at night school while his 
fellow clerks were enjoy- 
ing themselves in recrea- 
tion. A man of great 
energy and almost unlim- 
ited capacity, it would 
seem that he might infuse 
life into a dead man. None 
such, however, nor any 
but energetic clerks, are 
seen behind the counters 
of his popular store. A 
clerk in his store has cer- 
tainly a good example to 
follow. 

The stand is the old- 
est in the dry goods line 
in the associated to 
but only within the past fifteen months has it been restored 
to its position on the list drawn up by father time. Mr. 
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Denslow made his debut in the business circles of this city 
in November, 1894, after having travelled extensively for 
two years in order to re- 
gain his ill health caused 
by overwork at his former 
successful store in West- 
field. After having pur- 
chased the store of W. B. 
Green, at first was a clear- 
ing out sale of all the 
stock of his predecessor. 
During the progress of 
this sale there were times 
when the store was entire- 
ly blocked, and the major 
partof Derby’s pride police 
force was required to keep 
a passageway open on the 
sidewalk in front. The 
$18,000 stock was ‘pur- 
chased at forty-five cents 
on the dollar and was dis- 
posed of in quick order. 
This was followed by the 
purchase of new stock in 
dry and fancy goods, 
cloaks, carpets, wall paper, 
china, tin and crockery 
ware, kitchen furnishing goods, books, notions, etc., ete. 
Many prophesied direfully for his speedy decease in the 
business world; some were more generous in their estimates 
and allowed two months for his business to live. He, how- 
ever, never has asked nor given credit, conducting business 
on the modern basis. A glance with an eye at the throngs 
invading the now popular store daily, and an ear to public 
opinion, is sufficient to prove them all poor guessers. 





W. 8. DENSLOW. 


The store is advantageously located on Main street in 
the centre of Derby. The windows are of the up-to-date 





Section of W. S. DENSLOW’'s Store, showing Dress Goods, Silk and Trimming Dep’ts. 
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pattern of dress, and one could easily imagine while looking 
into their depths that he were in front of a New York or 
Boston establishment. 
While the show windows 
are given almost as much 
care as the modern count- 
ess gives to her toilet, the 
interior is equally attrac- 
tive. Always something 
new to the customer, 
never seen there before, 
and much is to be seen 
there not easily found 
elsewhere. 

There are twenty-two 
different and distinct de- 
partments, and during the 
holiday season thirty 
clerks were employed. In 
all parts of the store goods 
are seen at prices the like 
of which only can draw 
such a trade as is con- 
trolled at Denslow’s. 

The proprietor is a 
native of Windsor, Conn., 
and although but thirty 
years of age, is known in 
the dry goods market as one of the best informed and 
shrewdest buyers. Mr. Denslow has had a wide experience 
in the wholesale business and was for two years assistant to 
one of the largest buyers of dress goods in Boston. This 
proved a most advantageous experience for him, as it 
brought him in contact with the largest dealers and manu- 
facturers and enables him to purchase his dress goods direct 
from the looms. He advertises liberally, backs up what he 
prints, and being one of the hardest working of local busi- 
ness men, has attained his large business legitimately and 
in fair competition. His store having become popular in 
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the fullest sense of the word, draws a steady stream of 
bargain hunters. 
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JOHN FE. HUNT. 


NDUCTING the only paper warehouse in the as- 
ell known jobber. Three 


O 
Cc sociated towns is the above w 
years ago, under the 
firm name of J.B. Hunt 
& Co., he opened his 
present wholesale house 
located in the Trans- 
cript block 133 Main 
street, Derby, and his 
success, in this much 


contended field, has 
been won on its un- 
mistakable merits. 


That this jobber is en- 
abled to sell as low as 
is consistent with the 
quality of paper dealt 
in, is due to his direct 
connection with large 
paper mills. This has 
heen significantly dem- 
onstrated to his trade 
during the past three 
years, 

His store is stocked 
to its utmost capacity 
will all kinds and sizes 
of paper for wrapping, 
printing, writing and 
yuilding purposes; while twine, baskets, wooden plates, 
brooms, etc,, are also carried. A storehouse on Factory 
street has been pressed into service, greatly adding to the 
capacity of his business. The paper in this souvenir book 
is furnished by him and its excellence and appropriateness 
for high grade printing is noticeably shown in its pages. 
From the large number of factories in this vicinity, a large 
business is done with the several manufacturers; and 
special sizes of paper in all kinds and qualities are made to 
order at short notice. All goods sold by this concern locally 
are delivered to the purchasers direct to their places of 
business, thereby saving 
all items of freight and 
cartage. Mr. Hunt looks 
well after his trade both 
in and out of town, and 
his fairness and activity in 
business haye made him 
most popular. He devotes 
his whole energy to his 
jobbing house and is a 
resident of Shelton, where 
he has recently erected on 
Coram avenue the 'com- 
fortable and comely resi- 
dence herewith presented. 
Few are more energetic 
than this paper dealer and 
few indeed more enter- 
prising. 


G. H, CROOK. 


IGHTEEN years asa 
business man of Der-_ 

by have made Mr. G. H. 
Crook favorably known 
throughout this section. He was born in Bethany about 
fifty years ago; and upon the breaking out of the war en- 
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listed from Middleberry in the Twenty-third Conn. Vols. 
He saw one year’s active service in the late war; and at 
the end of that time went to Seymour and engaged in the 
meat business. It was in that adjoining town that he first 
engaged in business on 
his own account, and 
his own fortunate hand- 
ling of the same built 
up for him a steady 
and increasing trade. 
In 1877 he came to Der- 
by and opened up a 
grocery and provision 
store at the corner of 
Sixth and Anson streets. 
Hight years later he 
erected a substantial 
brick building at the 
corner of Elizabeth and 
Sixth streets, and re- 
moved to his present 
location there. The 
building has since been 
noticeably enlarged, 
and is now three stories 
in front and four in the 
rear, the upper floors 
of the block being used 
for residence purposes. 
His present store, which 
enjoys a steady family 
trade, is nearly eighty feet in length, and contains all 
the necessaries and luxuries of a first class establishment. 
Three teams are kept in service and orders are called 
for and delivered in all parts of Derby, Ansonia and 
Shelton. Having been in business for so many years, the 
names of a large number of the leading families are on his 
books. He takes a peculiar pride in providing the best 
goods the market affords for his customers, and in this re- 
gard the store is appreciated for its full worth. 

Mr. Crook is a member and past commander of Kel- 
logg post, G. A. R. of this city; he is also a member of 
Ousatonie Lodge, I. O. O. 
F., the Y. M. ©. A., and 
is treasurer of the Metho- 
dist Episcopal Church of 
Derby. He has for some 
years been counted among 
the energetic and success- 
ful business men, and a 
year ago erected a fine 
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residence on Minerva 
street. 
N. T. MORSE. 


N the possession of this 

well known and clever 
artist photographer Derby 
is fortunate, the work of 
his studio comparing fay- 
orably with the best. Mr. 
Morse has devoted many 
years to the business in 
which he has been en- 
gaged here since 1887. 
His wide experience in the 
different parts of the 
coun try have gained for him a record rarely equalled by 
a photographer. He was born in New Haven about fifty 
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years ago, but when an infant his parents removed to 
Derby, where he obtained his 


early education. He first 
learned the trade of wood 
engraving in New York 
City, but upon the break- 
ing out of the war, before 
the call for volunteers, he 
enlisted under Capt. Kel- 
logge in the Fourth Conn. 
Infantry, afterwards the 
First Conn. Artillery. 
This was the first company 
leaving Derby, and one 
which took a most active 
part in nearly all the 
prominent battles during 
the first three years of the 
war, excepting Bull Run, 
Antietam and Gettysburg. 

Upon the close of the 
war Mr. Morse went to 
Chicago and entered the 
employ of C. H. DeForrest 
& Co., who operated a 
large store of -which his 
brother was then in 
charge. He soon grew 
tired of the red tape of 
mercantile life and started in to learn photography at the 
Chicago studio of E. F. Brand, then one of the finest estab- 
lishments of the kind in the country. After spending eight 
years in Chicago he went to Philadelphia, afterwards to 
Savannah and some years later to Jacksonville. During the 
several years he spent away from Derby he was associated 
with photography in eight different states, gaining a good 
idea of the country and perfecting his talent for his calling. 
It was in 1887 that he returned here and opened the gallery 
of which he is now proprietor for Bronson, whom he has 
since succeeded. Mr. Morse has materially improved the 
facilities of the gallery, having lately added new back- 
grounds and accessories. He possesses as fine an outfit in 
the way of lenses and cameras as any artist could desire, 
and has lately added one of the most costly and perfect lenses 
in the form of a celebrated Gomez double anastigmat lense 
with iris diaphragm. The productions of his gallery in por- 
traits include the likenesses of many leading citizens and his 
work is up to date. His newly finished platinum pictures 
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GRAND UNION TEA CO, 


HE Grand Union Tea 
Company was estab- 
lished in 1872 by Jones 
Brothers, who are still the 
proprietors, with head- 
quarters at 79, 81 and 83 
Front street, New York 
City. It has grown from 
one store with $12,000 
sales.in 1872, to 81 stores 
and nearly $4,000,000 re- 
tail sales in 1895. They 
are among the largest im- 
porters of choice teas and 
cofteesin the United States, 
with the finest plant for 
roasting coffee in New 
York City. Their won- 
derful success is due 
largely to the following 
reasons: first, by bringing 
the goods direct from pro- 
ducer to consumer at the 
least possible expense ; sec- 
ond, by handling strictly 
and only first-class goods ; 
third, by making a special study of their business and 
giving personal attention to it; fourth, by employing 
first-class help and using them well; fifth, by buying and 
selling for spot cash; sixth, by dividing the profits with 
every customer. 

Their system of giving to their customers china, crock- 
ery, glassware and useful household articles with teas, cof- 
fees, baking powder, spices and extracts is a mutual benefit. 
Experience proves that this method of advertising costs the 
company less, compared to results, than the same money in- 
vested in printer’s ink, so that the customer gets the full 
benefit. In no case is the ‘‘ present” allowed to add to the 
price or detract from the quality of the goods, Nocrockery 
is sold. Itis all for the customers, Their store at Derby 
was opened March 16, 1895, under the experienced manage- 
ment of Mr. W. S. Williams of Middletown, and the fact 
that the business has doubled several times since the first 
month shows not only that Mr. Williams has a good com- 
pany back of him, but that he has an appreciative, intelli- 
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Grain Elevator of Peverson & HENDEE, Derby, 


are equal to those of the noted New York artists, while his 
copies in life size crayons, water color, ink or pastel are in- 
variably pleasing and satisfactory. 


Grain Warehouse of Pererson & HENDEE, Derby. 


Feed Store of Pererson, Henpee & Co., Shelton. 


gent people to deal with. The manager and clerks are 
polite and obliging, and customers are assured of courteous 
treatment. 
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F. G, & M. B. PERRY. 


ECOND only to the remarkable partnership of A. H. & 
% C. B. Alling of Derby is that of F. G. & M. B. Perry 





F. G. PERRY. 


of Shelton, who have for many years been engaged in the 
coal business, and that the largest in the associated towns. 
The Perry brothers, who have been associated together in 
business from boyhood, were born in Huntington, the elder, 
Frederick G. Perry, in 1838, and the younger, Miles B. 
Perry, in 1840. They were born in the old Perry homestead 
on King’s road, on the property which has been the home 
of the family for many generations and upon which they 
still reside, 

They both obtained a good education, the elder attend- 
ing the Delaware Literary Institute at Franklin, Del., and 
the younger, Staples Academy at Easton, Conn. Their 
father, the late Garry Perry, was a prosperous farmer who 
took a prominent part in town affairs and who was exten- 
sively engaged in sheep raising, being one of the first to 
import merino sheep for woolin this country. The original 
property included a generous part of the Ferry school dis- 
trict. 

It was these well known citizens who sold to the water 
power company a large part of the present business portion 
of the borough of Shelton, and thereby made possible the 
present thriving manufacturing business now being carried 
on. They have therefore been eye witnesses to the birth 
and growth of the borough and assisted in a marked degree 
in its development. In 1873 they engaged in the coal busi- 
ness and were enabled to conduct it under favorable circum- 
stances. In the intervening years the business has grown 
to that of the largest in this vicinity, a greater part of the 
manufactories being supplied by the cargo and car through 
them. Their retail trade is a local one, patrons residing in 
Shelton and Derby only being supplied. Their output last 
year was over 8,000 tons and the capacity of their sheds at 
their wharves and yard being sufficient for their large busi- 
ness. From many years honorable business dealings their 
reputation is second to none in the state for reliability. 


Frederick G. Perry has from the start been a director in the 
Shelton Water Company, and both have been stockholders 
in several local corporations. Frederick has also served 
several years on the board of selectmen and represented 
Huntington in the legislature in 1881. He is also one of the 
directors of the board of trade. In public spirit, influence 
and popularity both F. G. and M. B. Perry are strong, 
while from the fact that they antedate the borough they are 
most respected as the active business men of Shelton, 


THE CLARK & STEVENS CO. 


A POINT greatly to the advantage of this community 

as a place of residence, is its admirable grocery and 
provision stores, that conducted by the Clark & Stevens 
Company being one of the largest and best patronized. 
This store is located on Howe avenue in Shelton, immed- 
lately opposite the post office. The active members of the 
concern, Messrs. G. B. Clark and BE. C. Stevens took con- 
trol of the old stand they now occupy last June. The place 
has for many years been known as a grocery and provision 
store and was established by the late John French. He was 
succeeded by his brother Charles French, who was followed 
by Mr. Anderson. The present concern bought out Mr. 
Coggswell, and since engaging in business, have added 
many attractive and desirable features, all of which have 
largely increased the trade. The market contains the best 
of goods in luxuries and necessities. Two teams are kept 
busy and orders are promptly delivered in both Shelton and 
Derby. Three clerks and a lady cashier are employed who, 
with the two proprietors, are in constant attendance at the 
store. In choice cuts of prime beef, pork, lamb and veal, 
this market is well known as a leading one; while poultry, 
game, fruits and vegetables are temptingly displayed in 
their seasons. A glance shows a lively trade, while public 
sentiment has invariably given this store a marked prefer- 





M. B. PERRY. 


ence on account of the low prices and proyerbially fresh 
and desirable goods carried. 
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HORACE WHEELER. 


HE postmaster of Shelton was born in Fairfield in 1844. 
His parents remoyed to Easton within a year after- 








HORACE WHEELER, 


ward, and his education was received at the public schools | 


there and Easton Academy, working on the farm summers 
and attending the academy winters after he was twelve 
years of age. At seventeen he commenced teaching, which 
vocation he followed for ten years more or less in Bridge- 
port, Norwalk, Rockville, West Stratford and other places. 
In the fall of 1871 he removed to Shelton, engaging in the 
grocery and grain business, buying out the interests of I. 
H. Beard. In about five years he added his present coal 
and wood business by buying out H. H. Warner. 

Mr. Wheeler has held the offices of town clerk, town 
treasurer; justice of the peace and constable. He was a 
member of the legislature from Huntington from 1876 to 
1878, and has always taken a great interest in the welfare 
of the public schools, having been a member of the board 
of school visitors for twenty years. He is now secretary of 
the town school committee. In 1885, without request on 
his part, he was appointed a deputy sheriff of Fairfield 
County by Sheriff Swartz. He was later reappointed by 
Sheriff Clarkson during his two terms of office, and was 
court officer of the Superior and Common Pleas Courts for 
both terms. Mr. Wheeler may well feel proud that during 
his ten years of official service no cause ever miscarried 
through error or neglect on his part. 

In the spring of 1893, for the third time, some of the 
prominent citizens of both parties started a movement for 
the establishment of the post office in Shelton. Mr. Wheeler 
was requested to become a candidate for postmaster, and 
after some hesitancy, agreed to consider the matter, but not 
until the following November did he consent to the use of 
his name. Notwithstanding the usual opposition the peti- 
tion for an office was granted and Mr. Wheeler was appoint- 
ed postmaster. The office was opened in April, 1894, and 


has shown a steady and healthy growth to the present time 
under his able administration. 


OYRUS EE, LEWIS. 


MONG the best known men of this locality is Cyrus 
E. Lewis. His ancestors figured prominently in the 
early affairs of the Town of Huntington, but he is a native 
of Sharon, Conn, When an infant his parents removed to 
Nichols, where he spent his early days on the farm home- 
stead and obtained a good practical-education. He was for 
eleven years associated with C. P. Nettleton as clerk in a 
stove and crockery store at Shelton, but some seven years 
ago first commenced to learn the undertaking business un- 
der the tutorship of the late Geo. C. Bedient. Upon the 
decease of that well known funeral director Mr. Lewis pur- 
chased the business and good will, since conducting the 
same in a manner gaining the confidence and esteem of a 
large share of the leading families of this vicinity. 

It may be said that few of the largest cities of the 
union possess an establishment of the kind the rooms of 
which are so well furnished and the paraphernalia so elabo- 
rate. Mr. Lewisis a graduate of the New York School of 
Embalming and is well up in his profession. He is a 
prominent member of several fraternal orders, including the 
Masons, Odd Fellows and Knights of Pythias. He has also 
for the past six years been treasurer of the United Order of 
American Mechanics. Mr. Lewis is recording seceetary and 
a director of the Y. M. C. A., and takes a profound interest 
in church work. For six years, at two different times, he 
was superintendent of the Methodist Sunday-school, Shelton. 


WwW. A. FELLOWS & CO. 


NEW acquisition to the business firms of Derby is 
that of W. A. Fellows & Co., who have succeeded 





CYRUS E. LEWIS. 


the clothing business of H. A. Haugh in the Post Office 
block. Under the new ownership the entire bankrupt stock 
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of the former proprietor has been disposed of at prices never 
known before in the history of the business life of the town, 








STORE OF W. A. FELLOWS & CO., Successors ro H. A. HAuGH. 


The place has been entirely remodelled and refitted through- 
out, new shelving and show cases, with other additions, 
changing the aspect of the place materially. 

The store has been doubly restocked with a fresh line 
of the latest clothing for men’s, youths’ and boys’ wear, 
hats, caps, gloves, neckwear and men’s furnishings, while 
ou the left side of the store upon entering has been made a 
large shoe department. At this now. popular store one can 
be fitted out from head to foot with every thing which con- 
stitutes male wearing apparel. The inauguration of a shoe 
department in this newly fitted up clothing store has proven 
a great success and the footwear contained includes all the 
different grades of men’s, boys’ and youths’ and children’s 
goods in all sizes and widths. Great pains is taken to fit 
perfectly, and with the large stock and extremely low prices 
it would seem that none should be unable to leave the store 
without being fully satisfied. 

Mr. Fellows buys in large lots and is enabled to sell at 
the lowest of rock bottom prices. He has conducted the 
largest clothing and shoe store at Ansonia for several years 








GYMNASIUM Y. M, G. A., DERBY. 


and also has another store at Seymour. With the Derby 
establishment he now carries on three stores, the stock for 





all being purchased advantageously. The Ansonia store is 
located on Main street, and the good name and large stock 
have for years ensured-him a large trade there. The Anso- 
nia store comprises the numbers 216-18-20 Main street, and 
is a leader in popularity and low prices. The Seymour 
store at 49 Bank street has the same, only a little smaller, 
stock of goods and the prices are identical to those of the 
Derby and Ansonia stores. Everything is marked in plain 
figures and everything is up to date and desirable. Mr. 
Fellows, who has been a resident of this locality for twenty 
years, now needs no introduction to the buying public. He 
is a native of Massachusetts and has been in the clothing 
business for the past seventeen years. Few men are en- 
dowed with greater ability for conducting a retail business, 
and few have made a greater success in this vicinity. 

The purchase of the Derby store adds much to the 
scope of his operations and has already proven a good ven- 
ture. Under his able management the place has assumed 
an aspect of a lively and well regulated business. The store 
is now one of metropolitan appearance, and its prosperous 
looking interior is one which inspires confidence to the cus- 
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A. H. WHITMAN, MANAGER. 


tomer, while the low prices and well selected goods are 
greatly encouraging to a slim pocketbook. 


ISAAC P. HOWE. 


(Dz of the best known citizens and manufacturers of 

this vicinity is Isaac P. Howe, a resident of Derby and 
secretary and treasurer of the Wilcox & Howe Company of 
Shelton. He was born in New York City September 12, 
1843. His father, who before his death invested in differ- 
ent enterprises $100,000 for his sons, was William Howe, 
and a brother of Dr. John I. Howe, founder of the Howe 
Manufacturing Company, which concern has passed down 
in history as the first to manufacture pins in the United 
States. His father was also one of the oldest stockholders 
in the Shelton Company, _- 

_ The subject of this sketch came to Derby twenty-seven 
years ago and has ever since identified himself with the best 
interests of the community, residing in the house where he 
now lives for the past twenty-three years. He made his 
debut in the business circles of this locality as a member of 
the firm of Somers & Howe, arid for three years conducted 
manufacturing in that concern. In 1875 he formed a part- 
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nership with Darius Wilcox, and founding the firm of Wil- 
cox & Howe, manufacturers of carriage hardware, continued 
under that name until 
1891. A stock company 
was then formed, of which 
Mr. Howe has since been 
secretary and treasurer. 
The company have recent- 
ly introduced the manu- 
facture of bicycle forg- 
ings which has greatly 
increased their business, 
their forgings being used 
by all the larger bicycle 
manufacturing concerns 
throughout the country. 
Mr. Howe has ever devo- 
ted close attention to busi- 
ness, and his unfailing 
energy has done no little 
towards increasing the 
prosperity of the concern 
to its present standpoint. 
He has never aspired to 
achieving political honors 
nor does he belong to any 
secret societies. He is, 
however, a leading mem- 
ber and yestryman of St. James’ Episcopal Church of 
Derby and an active member of the Derby and Shelton 
Board of Trade. His long connection with local interests 
make him one of the most familiar figures in this locality, 
while his business connections have gained him a wide ac- 
quaintance in trade circles. 





ISAAC P. HOWE, 


DR. W. 8. RANDALL. 


Frou ten years’ active practice here Dr. William Sher- 
~ man Randall has hecome one of the leading members 
of the medical profession. He comes of an old Connecticut 
family, and was born in Brookfield, August 5, 1861.” He 
pursued his early education in the public schools of Hun- 
tington and Derby, and 
graduated from the Bi- 
ological Department of. 
Yale University in ’83. 
He began the study 
of medicine at the med- 
ical department of the 
same college, where he 
spent one year. He 
then entered the College 
of Physicians and Sur- 
geons, medical depart- 
ment of Columbia Col- 
lege, N. Y., graduating 
in 1885. He was later 
appointed on the staff 
at the New Haven hos- 
pital, where he served 
one year as house phy- 
sician and surgeon. 
After receiving excel- 
lent hospital experience 
he came to Derby and 
opened an office, and 
immediately com- 
. menced practice, con- 
tinuing to the present time, and building up a lucrative 
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business, his office in Hull’s block being a most handy one 
in cases of accident and emergency. 

In 1891 he removed his place of residence to Howe ave- 
nue, Shelton, and has since also had an office there. He is 
a hard student of his profession and has attained marked 
success in diseases of the throat and nose in addition to his 
large regular practice. He is also known as a skillful sur- 
geon. He was two years chairman of the Ferry school dis- 
trict of Huntington, and was elected to represent the town 
in the state legislature in the fall of 1892, being a member 
of the house the two following years. He was one of the 
school fund committee and clerk of the committee on public 
health, and was largely responsible for the passage of the 
Medical Practice act. He is the present health officer of 
Huntington, having been elected to that office for three 
years in 1893, He is a member of the Fairfield County 
Medical Society, the Connecticut, Medical Society and the 
American Medical Association. He is, as well, medical ex- 
aminer for a large number of fraternal and benevolent so- 
cieties and is a prominent Mason, his name being enrolled 
in the membership 
of King Hiram 
Lodge, Solomon 
Chapter, Union 
Council and Ham- 
ilton Commandery, 
Knights Templar, 
He is also a member 
of Pootatuck Tribe, 
I. O. R. M. and sev- 
eral other organiza- 
tions. He is first 
vice-president of the 
local branch of the 
Mercantile Co-opera- 
tive Bank of New 
York and is one of 
the stockholders of 
the Home Trust 
Company of this 
city. He is a di- 
rector in the Plumb 
Memorial Library, 
in Shelton, and has 
ever and at all times 
shown a decided in- 
terest in the ad- 
vancement and growth of the community in which he 
resides. 
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DR. D. A, RICHARDSON. 


Ooms well known physician is a resident of Shelton and 

the present senior burgess of the borough board. He 
has practiced medicine here since 1888, and is a native of 
Bridgeport. He was born in October, 1857, and comes of 
one of the oldest of Connecticut families. When a small 
child his parents removed to Massachusetts, and after at- 
tending the public schools he entered Williston Academy at 
East Hampton, Mass., graduating from the scientific de- 
partment of the academy in 1876. 

Coming to Birmingham, he began the study of medi- 
cine under the direction of Dr. Ambrose Beardsley in 1878, 
and shortly after entered the medical department of Yale 
University. After graduating from there in 1881 he went 
to Monroe, Conn., and immediately commenced practice. 
A year later he went south and resumed the practice of his 
profession in Arkansas, where he remained for five years 
and built up a lucrative business. While in the south he 
was chosen vice-president of the medical society embracing 
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members of the regular school in Arkansas, Tennessee and 
Mississippi, and was well known as a skilful physician, 
Upon locating in Shelton his wide experience won him the 
confidence of the people, and his success was at once assured. 
He was for three years health officer there, and is now serv- 
ing his third year on the board of borough burgesses, He 
is not in any sense a politician, but has taken his full part 
in public affairs, He is a member of the F. & A. M., the 
American Mechanics, and is an active member of Kcho 
Hose Company of Shelton. 


DR. E. L. SHARPE, 


Os well known young physician recently succeeded the 
practice of Dr. LaBonte at his Elizabeth street office 
in Derby. He is a native of Seymour, and he was born 
twenty-four yearsago. He comes of good old New England 
stock, his being one of the oldest families of Seymour. He 
is a son of Thomas Sharpe, one of the best known contrac- 
tors of the county, for many years engaged in business at 
Seymour. He received his early education at the Seymour 
High School, and subse- 
quently attended the Bor- 
dentown Military Insti- 
tute. After a two years’ 
course at that well known 
military school he entered 
Davis College, Winston, 
N.C., where he studied 
one year. He then com- 
menced the study of med- 
icine at Yale University 
Medical School, conclud- 
ing with a two years’ 
course at the medical de- 
partment of the University 
of the City of New York, 
and he is a graduate of 
the New York Maternity 
Hospital. He then entered 
the Polyclinic Hospital 
as one of the physicians, 
where he had excellent 
practice in surgery. From 
there he went to Bellevue 
Hospital, where he re- 
mained six months longer. 
His practical hospital experience well fitted him to 
commence practice at Rockville, where he first opened an 
office. When Dr. LaBonte left this city for New Britain 
Dr. Sharpe came to Derby, where he is well known, to suc- 
ceed him, abandoning the practice he had built up at Rock- 
ville. Although he has been here less than three months, 
his skilful work has brought him into some prominence, 
winning the confidence of the people who know him. He 
is a strong admirer of athletics, and it is only a few years 
since he won high honors as a member of the Yale Law 
School Base Ball Club, He is a Royal Arch Mason, and 
possesses a large acquaintance in the associated towns. 
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PATRICK GORMAN. 


HIS well known coal dealer adds his full share towards 
the fuel supply of Derby, Shelton and Ansonia; and 

his reputation for keeping high grade and free burning coal 
has won him a large family trade. His yards at Derby 
dock have a capacity of 3,000 tons, and are admirably lo- 
cated for receiving coal, being on the direct line of the Nau- 
gatuck division of the N. Y., N. H. & H. R. R., and pos- 
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sessing an excellent water front. He buys in large quanti- 
ties, and vessels unloading into his coal pockets are frequent 
occurrences. Mr. Gorman 
has been engaged in the 
trade since 1884. 

His success in his 
present line lies in the 
fact that he never carries 
cheap coal. The orders 
filled from these yards are 
invariably well screened, 
and when used are free 
from clinkers. His orders 
are delivered promptly in 
the threetowns, five teams 
being kept in constant 
use. This year he is sup- 
plying the City of Derby 
and its school buildings 
as well as several of the 
churches. Mr. Gorman 
has resided in Derby since 
1869, and has shown a 
good business record as 
well as doing his part 
towards developing the 
general interests of the 
locality. He is a prom- 
inent Democrat and served two terms in the state legisla- 
ture, being elected in ’91 and re-elected in 793. Whilea 
member of the house he looked well after the interests of 
his constituents and made many friends among the mem- 
bers. He is known as one of the substantial and trust- 
worthy business men whose success has been earned by 
hard work and honorable dealings. 
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SAMUEL HALPER. 


(Rate above name is a synonym for square dealings in the 
millinery, cloak, fur and infant-wear business, which 
its bearer has successfully carried on in Derby for the past 
twenty years. Mr. Halper’s store on Main street, has an 
enviable reputation as a 
headquarters of a large 
and well selected stock of 
the newest fashions ad- 
mirably displayed to ad- 
vantage in the spacious 
show windows. These 
have as a _ background 
French plate mirrors, the 
same as the rear and one 
side of the interior of the 
store, which makes the 
entire place exceedingly 
attractive. Mr. and Mrs. 
Halper with a number of 
genial clerks, are always 
willing to display goods. 
The store is a desirable 
place in which to trade, 
as everything is warranted 
as represented. The suc- 
cess of Mr. Halper in 
business in this locality 
has been well merited and 
attained by personal ap- 
plication to business. He 
is justly accorded a prominent position among the reputable 
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merchants and good citizens. His many patrons will rec- 
ognize in the appended engraving, one of the most reliable 
and accomodating of Der- 
by business men. 


F. 8. VALENTINE, 


WELL known busi- 
ness man and the 
leading merchant tailor 
of this vicinity is F. 5. 
Valentine, who has for the 
last eight years been in 
trade here in Derby. His 
establishment is at 280 
Main street, where he 
carries a well selected 
stock of the latest novel- 
ties in woolens and enjoys 
a large trade. All his 
garments are made on the 
premises and the best of 
skilled help only is em- 
ployed. He is noted for 
turning out perfect fitting 
coats, and has in his em- 
ploy a particularly clever 
coat maker. His reputa- 
tion for making pantaloons has also been legitimately at- 
tained for he is known to have in his force as fine a pants 
maker as is in the state. Mr. Valentine does‘all his own cut- 
ting, and his wide experience and natural skill have won 
him the patronage of a large number of the leading men of 
this vicinity. He learned his trade thoroughly and has 
had an extended experience. His first year and a half was 
spent under the teaching of a well known New York mer- 
chant tailor of forty years experience. This was followed 
by several years in large establishments previous to start- 
ing for himself. Mr. Valentine is a prominent member of 
the Sons of Veterans, being a past colonel of the Con- 
necticut division of the order and present chairman of the 
council of the same division. 
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R. F. FRANCIS. 


EW of the older res- 
idents can remem- 

ber the starting point of 
the harness, trunk, and 
horse furnishing business 
now carried on by R. F. 
Francis. This store dates 
back nearly sixty years, 
and was established in the 
latter part of the thirties 
by the pioneer harness 
maker of the Naugatuck 
Valley. His store and 
shop were just above the 
present establishment on 
Main street, Derby, in a 
small building. Harnesses 
at that time were inferior 
to those of modern make 
and unusually expensive. 
Mr. Brush was succeeded 
by Mr. Ayers, who, fol- 
owing in the footsteps of 
his predecessor, added to 
He was followed by W. L. 
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the good name of the place. 


AND SHELTON. 


Boardman, who conducted the business with uninterrupted 
success for thirty-five years. 

It was during last July that the present proprietor 
bought the old established business, since which time the 
already enviable reputation of the place has been enhanced 
in no small measure. Mr. Francis is known as one of the 
most skillful harness makers, and came here from Boston, 
where he had twenty years’ experience, and was foreman 
for Adams & IIllsley, one of the leading harness and saddlery 
houses there. 

The store haying been located in the TRANscRIP? block 
for twenty years, has become favorably known to the own- 
ers of horses, and it may be said that no better grade, more 
stylish nor more durable harnesses are made anywhere than 
those manufactured by this dealer here. A full line of fine 
harnesses, collars, saddles, whips, robes, blankets, oils and 
axle grease, besides a large and complete stock of horse 
furnishings of every description, are found here in great 
variety. Trunks, bags, valises, straps, etc., are found in 
attractive display, The handiwork of this popular harness 
maker is worn by a majority of the horses in and about 
Derby, while many thor- 
oughbreds drawing notice- ————— 
ably stylish turnouts seem : 
to exhibit obvious pride 
in carrying on their backs 
the high grade goods of 
this dealer. 

Since becoming one 
of the local merchants Mr. 
Francis has shown no 
small amount of enter- 
prise in conducting his 
business, and the general 
verdict is that his estab- 
lishment ranks with the 
best. He is both an Odd 
Fellow and Knight of 
Pythias, having been a 
member of the I. O. O. P. 
since 1881 and of the 
K. of P. since 1889, 


JOHN T. HOLIAN. 


WELL known res- 
ident of Derby is 
John T. Holian. He came here from Sprinfield, and entered 
the shoe business, which he conducted with marked success. 
Twelve years ago he leased the Birmingham Hotel, and be- 
came the host of that hostelry which he presided over 
twelve years. Sometime later he secured the livery stable 
adjoining. This he still conducts. This stable contains 
seventeen letting horses, and the finest of pleasure teams 
only are provided its patrons. The place contains all 
modern improvements for the care of the equine race, The 
hacks owned by Mr. Holian are the finest in the valley, 
and all orders for carriages are promptly filled. For the 
use of wedding parties, Mr. Holian’s handsome pair of im- 
ported grays are in great demand, and have started many a 
newly married couple on a happy journey. This livery 
stable keeper is a great lover of horse flesh, and is the 
owner of the two celebrated thorougbreds, Charlie C., rec- 
ord 2.26 and J. J. Murphy, record 2.36. He is an excel- 
lent judge of horses and is much relied upon by the horse 
purchasing portion of the community. He deals in horses, 
carriages, harnesses, whips, robes, blankets and is a well 
known authority. 
A. year ago he disposed of his interest in the Birming- 
ham Hotel and established Holian’s Inn, which hotel as 
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conducted by him is one of the best in the state. The house 
18 conveniently located near the city hall, 72 Elizabeth 
street, and has been fitted up with all modern improve- 
ments, being heated by 
steam and containing hot 
and cold water. The 
twenty-two rooms are 
newly furnished, well 
lighted and ventilated and 
the house is invariably 
well filled. A certain seru- 
pulous neatness pervades 
the house. On the ac- 
comodation and entertain- 
ment of the many guests, 
Mr. Holian is assisted by 
Mr. John J. Murphy who 
is a valuable acquisition 
to this cosy inn. Mr. 
Holian is also assisted by 
his brother in law Mr. 
James T. Healey, whose 
ready wit and ponderous 
humor add no little to the 
popularity of the honse. 

Aside from being in- 
terested in several enter- 
prises, Mr, Holian is one 
of the finest caterers in 
the Naugatuck valley and rarely it is that any spread or 
banquet of importance is given but this popular caterer 
furnishes the viands. The banquets of the board of trade, 
of which Mr. Holian is a member, haye been catered to by 
him, reflecting credit on his taste and judgment. He has 
for the past teu years, been the caterer for the Odd Fellows 
and Masons, He does all his own cooking, provides his own 
dishes and has provided for as many as 700 plates at one 
time. 








L. 1, MOULTHROP. 


TROY STEAM LAUNDRY. 
T may be said that a model laundry exists here, which 
improves each year both in equipment and the grade 
of work done. The Troy Steam Laundry is located at the 
corner of Minerva and Third streets, the proprietor of 
which, L. I. Moulthrop, is known as one of the wide awake 
men of this locality. His wide experience in his present 
line of business is of value to his patrons, and his aim is to 
please by having the most satisfactory work turned out by 
his employees. The lanndry was first established at Shel- 
ton, where Mr. Moulthrop made his start in the business. 
This was after he had for six years been associated with 
laundries in New York city, conducting one on Bond street 
there. Since locating in Derby, his suecess from untiring 
efforts has been signal. New improvements have been con- 
tinually made to the machinery and the scope of the work 
gradually broadened. Agencies are now established in 
Ansonia, Seymour, Shelton and in this city, while teams 
call for aud deliver work in all four places with clock like 
regularity. i 
Three years ago Mr. Moulthrop sold out his business to 
go to Towa, where for two years he was located settling up 
the estate of his father. Upon returning to Derby, a year 
ago, he re-purchased the laundry, since greatly increasing 
the business done at that time, A new eight horse power 
engine and boiler haye been added and, besides other ma- 
chinery, a new shirt wheel capable of washing 150 shirts at 
atime has been put in, Mr. Moulthrop is a firm believer 
in advertising. Perhaps his best advertisement is the high 
grade work done at the laundry which wins him the trade 
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of the best families within the reach of his teams. One of 
his delivery wagons is drawn by a pair of standard bred 
horses, which does no little to excite public admiration and 
call attention to his establishment. The business now re- 
quires the assistance of three men and five women, having 

rown in several years to its present proportions. Mr Moul- 
throp is a prominent Mason being a Knight Templar and a 
member of the Mystic Shrine. 


PROF. P. H. KELLY. 


JQoxz have been more successful in teaching the art of 

tripping the light fantastic than Prof. P. H. Kelly, 
who conducts a permanent dancing school in Academy Hall 
on Main street, Derby. This dancing school was establish- 
ed three years ago, and has gradually and rapidly grown in 
popularity. Mr. Kelly came’ to this city from Springfield, 
and has taught dancing in many different cities. He made 
his debut as a teacher in Chicago, eight years ago, and has 
since continued with marked success. Many hundred ex- 
cellent dancers have learned the rudiments and steps from 
his instruction, He is also known as a leading prompter of 
this vicinity, having done a large amount of that work for 
the past fifteen years both here and elsewhere. His 
dancing school is a model one, the instructions being of a 
high order. A glance, during the session of the school, 
shows that those attending are desirable pupils. Both class 
and private lessons are given, scholars showing great 
progress in remarkably short time. 

Having followed fancy dancing for many years, he 
keeps well abreast of the times, and each new step is taught 
as soon as out. The openings of his dancing academy are 
events invariably well attended. The commodious Academy 
Hall accomodates a large number of couples, the floor is 
kept in excellent condition and young people acquire grace 
of bearing as well as the latest dancing steps and figures. 
Mr. Kelly possesses a wide acquaintance. He is also a 
member of several organizations including the Derby Fire 
Department, having served as foreman of R. M. Bassett 
Hook & Ladder, of which company he is still a member. 
He is also a member of the Knights of Columbus and is a 
prominent member of the St. Aloysius T, A. & B. Society 
of this city. 


ST. ALOYSIUS 
T. A. & B. SOCIETY. 


NOW influential 
and self-sustain- 
ing organization was form- 
ed in the above February 
14, 1886, the first officers 
and charter members being 
composed of the following 
well known young men 
of this vicinity, many of 
whom are still connected 
with it: Mark Flynn, 
president; T. F. Degnan, 
vice-president; John Lar- 
kin, financial secretary; 
John P. Wall (ex-city 
clerk), recording secre- 
tary; B. J. Cooke, treas- 
urer; Charles H. Flynn, 
BF. J. Reynolds, M. J. .—. 
Riordon, Frank Gaffney, 
M. O'Donnell, Thomas Stapleton, James White, James 
Fallon, James J. Marren, James Dermody, Frank J. 
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McCabe, Joseph Houlihan, 
M. J. Kelligan, John H. Tague, 
Moore and Jas. Kerrigan. 


P. O’Rourke, Thomas Fogarty, 
John J. Flynn, Thos. 


with one of the strongest organizations in the city. The 
society celebrates its tenth anniversary with an entertain- 
ment and banquet to be 
held February 14th, 1896, 





‘“The objects of the society 
are to promote total ab- 
stinence from all intoxi- 
eating drinks, to cultivate 
the practice of religion, 
and to assist its members 
in time of sickness and 
distress, in disability or 
in death.” The present 
executive officers are as 
follows: president, Chas. 
H. Flynn; vice-president, 
John T. McCarthy; secre- 
.tary, Thomas F. Barry; 
treasurer, Peter Dailey; 
sergeant-at-arms, Dennis 
O’Brien; marshal, T. F. 
Berrigan. The board of 
trustees is made up of the 
following: John T. Har- 
ting, Thomas Degnan, 
Frank Reilly, and astand- 
ing committeee of six. 
The society has a weekly 
sick benefit and a funeral 
fund, and looks well after 
its members in case of 
distress. The monthly 
dues are but thirty-five cents, and the quarters of the 
society, comprising a suite of well furnished rooms on 
Main street, Derby, are always open to members, where 
all the advantages of well equipped club rooms are to be 
availed of. 

The organization has been a prosperous one from the 
start, and all young men of good character are eligible to 
membership. The society’s rules and regulations, however, 
embrace certain features which are rigidly enforced in every 
case and under all circumstances, and a member found at 
any time under the influ- 
ence of liquor is promptly 
expelled. 

The society has for 
some time had a move- 
ment in progress for the 
erection of a building of 
its own to be known as 
Temperance Hall. The 
organization has ever 
shown. a commendable in- 
dependence, never having 
asked a donation from any 
butitsown members. The 
work of raising the nec- 
essary amount is being 
patiently carried on by 
the thrift of its members. 
On behalf of the society 
it is requested that the 
young lady friends of the 
association be here 
thanked for the beautiful 
silk national flag presented 
to the members in the 
society’s infancy, and also 
to signify hearty appreci- 
ation of the hard work of friends in procuring for them 
their handsome silk banner, won for them while competing 








: CHAS. H, FLYNN, 
President St. Aloysius. T. A. & B. Society. 
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for which event elaborate 
preparations are being 
made. 

The well known pres- 
ident of the society, 
Charles H. Flynn, is now 
serving his third year in 
that capacity. His con- 
nection with the organiza- 
tion dates from the start, 
and his interest in its pro- 
gress has been of a most 
active order, he having 
for the last ten years held 
some office or other of 
more or less importance 
in the society. He is the 
best known salesman in 
the wholesale confection- 
ery business in the valley, 
and has for several years 
been looking after the 
trade of J. N. Wise of 
Derby. 

Mr. Cuddihy, whose 
portrait appears in ad- 
dition to that of the presi- 
dent, is one of the hardest workers of the society and con- 
ducts a confectionery and variety store on Sixth street. 
Like Mr. Flynn, his interest in the society has made him 
popular among the members. 


SILVER PLATE CUTLERY COMPANY. 


Ons prosperous company, whose factory is located on 

the canal bank at Shelton, manufacture a full line of 
silver plated forged steel 
table cutlery, their goods 
ranking with the best of 
the kind made in the world. 
The concern was organized 
in 1883, and first com- 
menced business in Bridge- 
port at that time. Two 
years later they erected 
their present factory,since 
enlarged, and removed to 
their present location, 
where every advantage is 
at hand for the speedy 
and economical manufact- 
ure of their celebrated 
goods. The finished pro- 
duct of this factory is 
made from steel in the bar, 
the company making their 
own dies and doing all 
parts of the work from 
start to finish. From the 
fact that their goods stand 
so favorably in the market, 
they find a ready sale and 
are distributed in nearly 
every state and territory in the union. The company give 
regular employment to from 90 to 100 hands most of whom 
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WORKS OF THE SILVER PLATE CUTLERY COMPANY. 


are skilled workmen, and to whom $60,000 is disbursed an- 
nually, The busy factory turns out 200 dozen knives and 
forks per day, 

The company’s first president was Lewis Hotchkiss. 
He was succeeded in 1888 by David W. Plumb, who re- 
mained at the head of the company until his death in 1894. 
Upon the decease of that well known citizen Mr. J. R. 
Brinsmade, the former manager of the company, became 
president and treasurer, in addition to continuing in the 
active management of the large business. The capital stock 
of the company is $60,000, and their success has been marked 
to such an extent that a surplus of $30,000 has accrued. 
The present officers are J. R. Brinsmade, president and 
treasurer; G. A. Shelton, secretary; Morris B. Beardsley, 
vice-president; who, with D. S. Brinsmade and 8. A. Ab- 
bott, comprise the board of directors. The superintendent 
of this well regulated factory is Walter Randall. The latest 
addition to the works is to accommodate the new 


DERBY RAZOR COMPANY 


which, under the management of J. R. Brinsmade, will 
manufacture 150 different kinds of razors with half as great 
a variety of razor strops. This new company, recently or- 
ganized under a capital of $15,000, bought out an old estab- 
lished and whole complete plant at Fremont, Ohio, which 
was moved here and now occupies the newly built portion 
of the factory of the Silver Plate Cutlery Co. Their quar- 
ters possess every modern convenience and improvement, 
and twenty hands are employed, most of whom came here 
when the plant was moved from Ohio. The goods of this 
new company are the finest and most desirable on the mar- 
ket, and include a ready selling safety razor, the patent for 
which has been purchased by the company. The officers 
are David Eastman, New York, president; J. R. Brinsmade, 
manager and treasurer; and Walter Randall, secretary. 
These with J. G. Griffin and I. H. Peck form the board of 
directors, 


J. R. BRINSMADE. 


A" the head of the Silver Plate Cutlery Company is J. 

R. Brinsmade, the president and treasurer, a brother 
of D. §. Brinsmade, the well known vice-president and 
treasurer of the Ousatonic Water Company. He came to 


Derby January 1, 1885, when the cut- 
lery works were moved here from 
Bridgeport. He isa native of Trum- 
bull, and after a liberal education com- 
menced his business life with the well 
known firm of Hall & Read at Bridge- 
port. In 1862, while in their employ, 
he enlisted in the 17th Conn. Regt. 
Infantry, serving in the late war until 
August, 1864, when he procured his 
discharge in order to accept an ap- 
pointment in the War Department. He 
entered upon his duties under Assist- 
ant Secretary of War ©. A. Dana, 
where he remained two years. At the 
end of that time he resigned his posi- 
tion to locate in Cleveland, Ohio. 
While there he was employed mostly 
as an expert bookkeeper. For a time 
he was located at the headquarters of 
that internal revenue district and ad- 
justing the books and accounts of firms 
in several different branches of mer- 
cantile business. In this way he 
gained a thorough practical business 
experience which well fitted him for 
his successful manufacturing life so 
significantly demonstrated in his management and ad- 
ministration of the Silver Plate Cutlery Company, of which 
he is president and manager. Mr. Brinsmade was instru- 
mental in bringing here the new razor and razor strop in- 
dustry, and is a large stockholder and manager of the Derby 
Razor Company. He isa member of the board of trade and 
Kellogg Post G. A. R. of this city. He is known as one of 
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the far-sighted business men of this locality, and is well 
known to the trade in his line throughout the country. 
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MERRITT CLARK. 


Oo subject of this sketch was born December 4, 1819, in 

the town of Orange—then Milford—in a house now 
standing on what is known as Grassy Hill. He was the son 
of Nehemiah and Sarah Clark, and a lineal descendant of 
Deacon George Clarke, who came to Milford in 1639. 

Hard as was the lot of the average farmer’s boy in the 
early part of the century, still greater were the hardships 
and difficulties that surrounded his boyhood, for when but 
four years of age his parents died within a few days of each 
other, leaving him to the care of his maternal grandmother 
and an aunt. ‘The necessities of the family compelled him, 
when but a mere child, to work upon the farm during the 
summer, so that his education was acquired by piecemeal at 
the district school. At the age of sixteen he was bound out 
to learn the trade of carpenter. The greater part of this 
apprenticeship was spent in New 
Haven under Nathan Merwin. 

In November, 1839, Mr.Clark, 
together with Willis P. Sperry, 
came to Derby to build a residence 
for Dr. Colburn. This led to 
their both settling here. A firm 
was formed, known as Hotchkiss, 
Clark & Co., later merged in 
“The Derby Building and Lumber 
Co.” On October 27, 1841, he 
was married by Rev. Mr. Burn- 
hanse to Mary Anne Hodge, born 
January 4, 1821; died November 
27, 1889—a daughter of Benjamin 
and Anne (Bartheleme) Hodge of 
Dexby. Mr. Sperry and Mr. Clark 
built the first house in Ansonia. 
In January, 1845, a “shanty” 
was put up to accommodate the 
men employed in building the 
upper reservoir. A contract was 
signed with Anson G. Phelps to 
build two small houses on the lot 
where the present Catholic church 
stands. These have since been 
moved further back, and one, at 
least, is still standing. Many of 
the early houses in Ansonia were 
built under the supervision of 
Mr. Clark, most of which are 
standing to-day. 

About 1858 he sold out his 
interest in the Derby Building and Lumber Co., although 
for some little time thereafter he acted as their representa- 
tive-in various matters throughout the state. In 1860 he 
purchased the coal business which had been conducted for 
many years by David and Charles L. Bassett, and with his 
characteristic energy, proceeded to develop and extend it. 
He continued in this business with marked success until 
his retirement therefrom in 1878, when it passed into the 
hands of two of his sons, since which time he conducted no 
commercial business, but his natural activity would not 
permit him to remain unoccupied. From this period up to 
1886, when he had a severe illness, the effects of which 
lasted several years, he devoted his, energies principally to 
improving his real estate, either rebuilding some of the 
existing structures, or erecting a new building each year, 
the principal one of these being the block bearing his name 
in Shelton. 

He also took great interest in the affairs of those cor- 
porations of which he was a director, or with which he had 
financial connections, this being especially true of the 
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Birmingham National Bank, of whichboard he was a mem- 
ber over thirty years. 

From 1886 until 1892, his health was in such poor 
condition that he was unable to attend to any active business, 
but in the latter years, though still suffering to a certain 
extent from his physical ailments, he tired of inactivity, 
and once more interested himself in general business affairs. 
Upon the death of D. W. Plumb in 1893, he was elected 
president of the Star Pin Company, and until confined by 
his last illness, he took active interest in all the affairs of 
that corporation with as much zeal and good judgment as 
he had shown in his personal business in days gone by, 
while his other interests received the same attention. 

His life covered one of the greatest periods of our his- 
tory; events which to most of us live only in books, were 
to him actual and definite occurrences. When Lafayette 
was making atrip from New York to Boston, at the time of 
his visit to this country, he stop- 
ped on the Milford turnpike and 
lunched there, and at that very 
spot Mr. Clark remembered see- 
ing that famous soldier. The first 
presidential ballot cast by Mr. 

lark was for William Henry 
Harrison, whose grandson re- 
ceived one of his last votes. In 
politics he was always a staunch 
Republican, but party enthusiasm 
never hampered his independent 
criticism. A vigorous, intelligent 
independence in all matters was 
always one of his marked char- 
acteristics. It was a heritage 
from an ancestry which helped 
to make this mation what it is 
to-day. 

His death on December 24th, 
1895, brought to a close an 
eventful and exemplary life—a 
life conspicuous for its energy, 
labor, absolute honesty and suc- 
cess in all things. 

All of his children survive 
Mr. Clark: Miss Emily who re- 
mains at the homestead; Mrs. 
Edson L. Bryant; George B. 
Clark, Mrs. William R. Steele, 
Charles E. Clark and William J. 
Clark. 


ROYAL HOLMES. 


HIS florist and flower grower, with large greenhouses 

at Shelton and store on Elizabeth street, Derby, con- 
ducts a large wholesale and retail trade. The business to 
which he succeeded three years ago, was established by his 
father, William Holmes, fully thirty years ago. The green- 
houses, which cover an acre of ground, are under 10,000 
feet of glass, containing the flowers, plants and shrubs of 
nearly every clime. The place, haying been conducted for 
so many years, furnishes not only the cut flowers and floral 
decorations of this community, but supplies several out-of- 
town dealers. The name of the establishment has ever been 
a good one, and the business has grown from a small start. 
The greenhouses adjoin one of the oldest houses in Shelton, 
and are on River street. The store on Elizabeth street was 
established four years ago, and has eyer since been a most 
popular one, containing an invariably fresh stock of cut 
flowers, while, like the greenhouse at Shelton, designs for 
all occasions are made to order to the satisfaction of the 
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many customers. Mr. Holmes, having been brought up in 
the business, is one of the best known authorities on flowers. 
He is energetic and enterprising, and since continuing the 
business of his father has maintained the high reputation of 
the place over which he presides. 


EDWARD J. MALUMPHY. 


(DF the younger successful business men of this city is 

Edward J. Malumphy, the well known proprietor of 
the Boston Tea Store. His business record is a most credit- 
able one for the time he has been engaged in the tea, coffee 
and spice trade, and his store is a well patronized one. He 
was born in Wells, Hamilton County, N. Y., but when he 
was fourteen years old his parents removed to Ansonia, 
where Thomas Malumphy & Son have since conducted 
4 prosperous business in groceries, etc. In his father’s store 
young Malumphy, after finishing his practical education, 
earned the first rudiments of business, which, coupled with 
his natural shrewdness, soon developed in him a marked 











RESIDENCE OF EDWARD J. MALUMPHY. 


capacity for mercantile life. Eight years ago, after having 
spent six years in the Ansonia store, he came to Derby to 
take part in the management of the Boston Tea Store, and 
three years later he purchased his father’s interest in the 
place, six months later gaining the ownership of the build- 
ing. The increase of trade at this popular tea store has 
been marked under his able management, his prices and 
goods comparing favorably with those of the larger stores 
in the larger cities. He deals in teas, coffees, spices, baking 
powder, etc., and does his advertising by giving away as 
presents china, crockery, lamps, kitchen furnishing goods, 
pictures, as premiums to which each and every customer is 
entitled. From long connection with the business, he has 
become thoroughly familiar with the wants of the trade, 
and also keeps well posted on the prices of the New York 
market, making trips to the metropolis eyery two weeks. 
He is therefore well known to the importers and jobbers 
there. 

His store is located at 40 Elizabeth street, in the sub- 
stantial and comely brick block shown in the accompaning 
illustration, The trade is a steady one at the store and two 
teams supply the trade on the outlying districts. The place 
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is ever neat and attractive, and coffee is ground in short 
order by a grinder run by water motor, causing no delay on 
the part of customers. 
Mr. Malumphy is con- 
sidered one of the prom- 
ising young business men, 
and takes an interest and 
pride in the city of his 
adoption. He is a mem- 
ber of the Board of Trade 
and a resident of Sey- 
mour avenue, where last 
year he erected a hand- 
some, colonial style resi- 
dence of the modern pat- 
tern, of which an engray- 
ing is shown. 

His pronounced suc- 
cess in local business cir- 
cles, is the result of a 
steady personal applica- 
tion, of a strict inquiry 
into the minutest details, 
and of square dealings 
with all with whom he 
comes in contact. 





EDWARD J. MALUMPHY. 
THE SHELTON COMPANY. 


Ben G the name of the borough in which its large 

works are in operation is the Shelton Company. This 
is one of the oldest concerns of the locality, and was estab- 
lished in 1836 under the firm name of Sanford & Shelton. 
In 1841, the now late Edward N. Shelton, purchased his 
partner’s interest and continued the works alone. The com- 
pany was organized as a stock company in 1854, of which 
Edward N. Shelton was the president, remaining at the 
head of the concern until his death, a few years ago. 
Under his leadership the company grew in prosperity, and 
has so continued to the present time. 

Mr, Shelton will ever be remembered as one of the 
former pillars of the lo- 
cality, now standing so 
high in manufacturing 
importance. He was the 
promoter of the dam of 
the Housatonic river at 
this point, which has been 
a boon to the manufactur- 
ing interests of Derby and 
Shelton, the building of 
the dam giving the latter 
its birth. He was, at the 
time of his death, presi- 
dent of the Ousatonic 
Water Company, and of 
the Birmingham National 
Bank. On account of his 
various deeds telling in 
such marked degree to 
the good of the commu- 
nity, and his public spirit 
and benevolence, his name 
will ever be an honored 
one here. The company 
which he launched into 
the sea of success, and 
piloted safely through its minority, is located at Shelton, 
where excellent water power and superb railroad facilities 
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are at hand. The large works turn out bolts, tacks and 
small nails, the product being sold to the hardware trade, 
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THE NEW HOFFMANN HOUSE. 


the goods being used in all parts of the country. The com- 
pany is capitalized at $100,000, and a force of 300 hands is 
employed. The present officers of the company are EK. De- 
Forest Shelton, president; F. W. Benham, treasurer and 
F. S, Slauter, secretary. 


THE NEW HOFFMANN HOUSE. 


ULLY meriting the name of the leading hotel of the 
lower Naugatuck Valley, is this now excellent hostel- 
ry, presided over for the past two years by J. D. Crane. 
This hotel is to Derby and vicinity, what its namesake is 
to New York, and in its present management the travelling 
public who number among its guests are fortunate. Its 
close proximity to the depots and convenience to both 
factories and stores, make it a popular one among travelling 
men. Its attractive exterior is in no way misleading, and 
its suggestive sign, silently proclaiming it to be ‘‘up to date” 
is fully corroborated. The hotel is a brick structure, stand- 
ing commandingly on Main street, in the heart of the city, 
and is possessed of all modern improyements. The build- 
ing was remodelled in 1890, and has been conducted with 
noticeable success by its present genial landlord. The 
house has ever been conducted on a liberal scale, and never 
more so than at the present time. Since coming into the 
hands of the present proprietor, the popularity of the house 
has been increased in marked degree. The house is now 
conducted as a modern hotel in a liye and appreciative com- 
munity, and is naturally patronized by the better class of 
people. The place has a certain scrupulous neatness 
throughout so desirable and satisfactory to the patrons of a 
first class hotel; the table is excellent and the hospitality of 
the proprietor and the good service of the employees are 
ever apparent. 

The proprietor is one of the few who have the faculty 
of successfully running a hotel, fully demonstrated in this 
his. first attempt. He came here from Waterbury, after 
having for some years been engaged in the photograph 
business there, and building up a reputation second to none 
in the state in that line. His knack of pleasing all has won 
him many friends among his patrons, and his careful pro- 
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vision for his guests, have built up a large business. Under 
his able management, the New Hoffman has become a pop- 
ular one for banquets, and it would seem that none were 
better able to lay a palatable spread than J. D. Crane. 
JOHN FAGAN’S SONS. 
HE old established coal and wood business now conduct- 
ed under the firm name of John Fagan’s Sons, was es- 
tablished by John Fagan fully thirty years ago, and is the 
outcome of a small start made by him in 1864. 

For the first eighteen years wood only was dealt in, but 
by good management and hard work the business grew to 
larger proportions. Finally, twelve years ago, coal was 
added, and in the intervening years a large business has 
been built up. Mr. Fagan was fortunate in the possession 
of three willing sons, F. H., D. J. and J. D. Fagan, the 
eldest of whom drove a wood cart when but twelve years of 
aye. At sixteen he considered himself large enough to 
drive a coal team, which arduous work he followed faith- 
fully for six years. For the past ten years the senior mem- 
ber of the present firm carried much of the responsibility of 
the businessof his father, who was becoming interested in 
real estate speculations and intrusted each year more to the 
judgment and ability of his oldest son. 

The junior member of the present firm became associ- 
ated with his father when sixteen years of age, has gained 
a good knowledge of the business and does his full share at 
the present time of the laborious work in the receiving and 
delivering of orders. It wasafter having extensive interests 
outside of his coal business that John Fagan Sr. turned over 
his yards last August to his sons. 

The firm have two yards, one at the rear of 68 Main 
street with pockets of the capacity of 1,000 tons, and another 
at Derby dock with pockets of 2,000 tons capacity. The 
latter yards are very near an excellent water front, enabling 
the firm to receive coal by cargo as well as by rail. In 
thirty years the business has grown to large proportions. 
While two horses were sufficient at the start, seven are now 
required to deliver the orders of the firm, from four to five 
thousand tons being handled yearly. They have an en- 
viable reputation for square dealings and deliver anywhere 
in Derby, Shelton, and 
Ansonia. The promptness = 
and despatch with which 
orders are filled and the 
goodquality and free burn- 
ing of the coal dealt in 
have been strong factors 
in the success of the bus-i 
ness. The-firm furnish 
all the coal for the street 
railway company and haye 
a large number of families 
on their order books. 
Since last summer truck- 
ing and expressing of all 
kinds have been added, 
the firm being prepared 
to do all kinds of teaming, 
furniture moving, rail- 
road forwarding, etc. 

The senior member, 
F. H. Fagan, is one of the 
energetic young business | 
men who have worked up 
from the bottom of the 
ladder. He has from a 
boy shown marked business ability, and is known as one of 
the shrewdest of local merchants. He has for the past ten 
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years been treasurer of the R. M. Bassett Hook & Ladder 
Company and an active member of the fire department. 

The junior member, 
John D, Fagan, is one of 
the hard working young 
men of the city, and hav- 
ing become a partner in 
the firm when he became 
of age, has added his en- 
ergy to the success of the 
business. 


JOHN PETERSON. 


ROMINENT among 
the substantial local 
business men is John 
Peterson, of the well 
known concern of Peter- 
son & Hendee. He has 
been a resident of Derby 
for the past twenty-three 
years and was born in 
Denmark forty-nine years 
ago. There he obtained 
his early education, and 
resided until twenty-five 
years ago, when he immi- 
grated to this country and after staying in New J ersey for 
a short time, came to Derby, ever since identifying himself 
with its best interests. Two years after he located here, he 
entered the grain store of the Sawyers, and worked faith- 
fully for nine years when, he founded a partnership with 
Richard Hendee, who was born and brought up in Hart- 
ford. They purchased the business, E. N. Downs con- 
tinuing in the grain elevator at the depot for six years, 
when they purchased the mills of the Sawyer’s, which the 
firm have since so successfully conducted. Under their able 
management the business has grown to that of one of the 
largest in the state, two grain warehouses being carried on 
in Derby and a store at Shelton. The concern enjoy a high 
reputation and supply a large part of the grain and feed 
used in this vicinity, while their large trade extends to no 
small extent out of town. 

Mr. Peterson has figured in public life, and was last 
year a member of the Derby board of aldermen. He isa 
liberal republican in politics, but in no sense a politician 
nor office seeker. Outside of his large business, he is a 
director in the Derby Savings Bank. He is a member of 
the Board of Trade and has been an Odd Fellow for twenty 
years. Few men are more esteemed than this well known 
grain merchant, 








JOHN PETERSON. 


ROBERT O. GATES. 


Frou long prominence in public life and business, 
Robert O. Gates, ex-high sheriff of New Haven 
County, is one of the best known men of the commonwealth. 
He was born in Derby in 1838 and has been a lifelong resi- 
dent here, few men taking a more active part in progressive 
movements, or adding their strength to raising the locality 
to its present position among the cities of the state. 
Although having acquired a snug competency, Sheriff 
Gates is a typical self-made man, his success in life having 
been made by personal application, brains and energy. He 
obtained his education in the public schools of Derby, and 
when a young man showed marked ability in the manufac- 
turing business. He was for several years in charge of 
the factory of the now late Robert N. Bassett. During the 
war, when the profits of this concern netted as high as 
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$50,000 yearly, Mr. Gates, the superintendent, faithfully 
managed the practical part of the establishment. 

His public service has been of a most valuable order to 
the town and county, and his integrity and efficiency have 
been productive of telling results, His participation in 
town affairs while a member of the board of selectmen was 
most satisfactory to the taxpayers and extended from 1881 
to 1887. The last four years he served as town agent, and 
during his administration the board, of which he was the 
head, reduced the publie debt from nearly $100,000.00 to 
$42,113.74. His careful handling of the finances of the 
town won him the friendship and support of the leading 
citizens without regard to party lines. When he was waited 
upon by his friends urging him to become a candidate for 
the office of sheriff of the county, he was shown the popu- 
larity in which he was held. This was more significantly 
demonstrated at the subsequent county election when he 
was elected by a large majority, overturning the district, 
previously largely democratic, a feat unprecedented in the 
county’s history. Upon becoming sheriff he made a most 
efficient one, his conscientious work being substantiated by 
his re-election each time with a more flattering vote. He 
was elected sheriff in 1883 and served until 1891, 

Mr. Gates has taken an active interest and important 
part in public improvements and was for twenty years one 
of the trustees of the Birmingham Burying Ground Asso- 
ciation. Of this association he was for seventeen years 
president, a position he recently resigned to the regret 
of all. His great interest in this cemetery, and long ser- 
vice at the head of the association, have resulted in the de- 
velopment of the place to its present beautiful condition 
from a rude burying ground once sadly neglected and over- 
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run with weeds and vines. The place, with its well-kept 
walks and drives, is considered one of the finest in the 
state. Besides meriting the entire credit for improving this 
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cemetery to its present state, Mr. Gates handled the finances 
of the association in a most gratifying manner. Taking 
charge of them with a 
debt of over $3,000, he 
liquidated the same, and 
at the time he resigned a 
good comfortable surplus 
had accrued. 

He is a prominent 
Mason, being a member 
of New Haven Command- 
ery Knights Templar. He 
is also a leading member 
of the board of trade and 
a director in the Star Pin 
Company. From a life- 
long residence and active 
participation in public, 
business and social circles, 
he is known as one of the 
most influential and able 
of Derby residents. 


JOS. P. COLWELL. 





HIS well-known fune- 
ral director is one of 
the most familiar figures 
in local business circles, and has been a resident of Derby 
for thirty years. He isa native of Hartford and was born 
in 1845. He came to Derby in 1866 and some time later 
was appointed a member of the police force where he served 
fifteen years. He was for several years in the works of 
Robt. N. Bassett, where he was employed as a roll turner. 
Eight years ago he started in to learn the undertaking busi- 
ness, two years later starting in that business for himself 
with a partner, under the firm name of Colwell & Reilly. 
The firm continued successfully for five years when Mr. 
Colwell purchased his partner’s interest, January, 18%5, 
and has since continued alone. He is a thoroughly practical 
embalmer and has a wide reputation, and holds the esteem 
of the large number of familes he has been called upon to 
serve. He is of a naturally kind and sympathetic nature 
and in taking full charge 
and direction of all ar- 
rangements incidental to a 
funeral does no little to 
soften the blow to the 
bereaved. His establish- 
ment furnishes every- 
thing, and his long ex- 
perience has taught him 
to adapt himself to all cir- 
cumstances. Mr. Colwell 
is somewhat of a natural- 
ist, and birds and squirrels 
are seen at his warerooms 
at 181 Main street, Derby. 
He has for twenty-seven 
years been a member of 
the fire department, and 
has served in every posi- 
tion in the department 
from an ordinary fireman 
to chief engineer. The 
latter position he held for 
two years, during which 
time the department was 
conducted in an able man- 
ner, and excellent protection was provided. 


MISS M. E. BROWN, Photographer, 
344 Howe Ave., Shelton. 
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Mr. Colwell was one of the organizers of Paugassett 
Council, Knights of Columbus, of which he is still a mem- 
ber, Twenty-seven years ago, when St. Mary’s T, A. & B. 
Society was founded, he was one of the charter members, 
and remained in the society during its existence, being one 
of the five who have kept its pledge. He was also a charter 
member of Court Otter Rock, A. O. F. and of Pride Circle 
auxiliary to the same court. Having for so many years 
been active in various ways, and having made a success 
and reputation in business, Mr. Colwell possesses a wide 
acquaintance and is known as a man of good calibre. 


GEORGE W. COGGSWELL, 


ROM many points of view, the finest and best con- 
ducted market in Derby is that opened in November, 
1895, in the Alling Block on Blizabeth street by George W. 
Coggswell. This dealer is known as one of the most enter- 
prising of local market men, and has won success, especially 
in his present market, which is conducted on a strictly cash 
basis. That the customers of the place are enabled to buy 
high grade eatables at the lowest possible prices, by paying 
cash for their purchases, 
has been proven to the 
many economical house- 
wives and the large num- 
ber of leading families of 
this locality who patronize 
the store. The cash mar- 
ket is an institution not 
only worthy of success 
but, under capable man- 
agement, sure to succeed 
in an appreciative locality. 
Mr. Coggswell consistent- 
ly claims that cash buys a 
discount on purchases, and 
at his market his patrons 
are invariably given that 
desirable saving. The 
market is kept as neat as 
a pin at all times of the 
day and contains a tempt- 
ing display of the choicest 
cuts of meats, while poul- 
try and game are always 
seen in their season. The 
freshest of country prod- 
uce and dairy products are sold at both wholesale and retail, 
Mr. Coggswell being a wholesale dealer and commission 
merchant in fruit and produce on a large scale. He is 
about to add a large stock of plain and fancy groceries to 
his store, which is now one of the largest in the city. 

Mr. Coggswell has gained a wide reputation for square 
and liberal dealings in his several year’s business career in 
the associated towns, and possesses many friends in his 
long list of regular customers. He first engaged in business 
for himself in Ansonia by purchasing a fish market. This, 
his first venture, was a fortunate one. He afterwards en- 
gaged in the grocery and meat business, conducting that for 
four years. He then went to Shelton and, in 1891, bought 
out the store of Doolittle & McCabe, the business of which 
store increased greatly under his management. He soon 
after added to his responsibilities by engaging in the whole- 
sale produce business as a member of the firm of B. C. 
Hatch & Co., afterwards buying out his partner’s interest 
and conducting both the retail store in Shelton and the 
large wholesale business alone. Some time later he sold 
his retail store and devoted his entire efforts to the whole- 
sale trade. Last November, however, he removed to his 
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present location, and from the excellent methods adopted 
at the start, a large trade, which is steadily increasing, has 
been built up. He deals only in the very best of goods and 
has certain specialties for which the store has already 
become noted. He is packing his own pork and can there- 
fore be sure that he is providing for his customers native 
meat, He is a careful but liberal buyer and takes a just 
pride in providing the best the market affords. The place 
is a headquarteis for early vegetables and many rare 
dainties. Mr, Coggswell, although for some time an 
adopted citizen of Derby, is a native of Brookfield. He is 
a chapter mason and a member of King Hiram Lodge. 
He is also a member of Ousatonic Lodge, I. O. O. F., of 
this city. 


R. L. GILBERT. 


MONG the younger progressive portion of the citizens 
of Derby, Robert Lewis Gilbert is an acknowledged 
exponent. He will be one of the beams in the structure, when 
the older are removed. A native of this place, he gradu- 
ated from the high school in 1883, and then entered Wes- 
leyan University, Middletown, Conn,, from which in- 
stitution he graduated in 1887, and two years after received 
the degree of M.A, For seven years he has been a member 
and secretary of the board of education. In 1890 he was 
appointed assistant prosecuting attorney and served two 
years. On July Ist, 1895, was appointed city attorney by 
Judge S. B. Platt for the term of two years, and discharges 
the duties of such position with efficiency and ability. 

Mr. Gilbert from early life has taken a deep interest in 
public affairs. As a politician, he is a born leader, as a 
student of history, a clear thinker, and as an orator on the 
stump, he is the equal of anyone for his years. For two 
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years he has been Vice-President of the State League of 
Republican Clubs—organizations founded to promote the 
social life and political thought of young men. In the de- 
velopment of the work of such an association, he had been 
an important factor. At banquets, political conventions 
and assemblages, Mr. Gilbert has always favorably acquitted 
himself as a speaker; and those who listened to him open up 
the republican gubernatorial campaign for Goyernor Coffin 
at Park Theatre, in Bridgeport last year, say he has a clear 
and cogent way of expressing his ideas on current political 
questions. His name is firmly linked to a bit of local his- 
tory—namely, that of the Huntington bell ringers—whom 
at a public celebration in their behalf, Mr. Gilbert along 
with Hon. D. N. Morgan, now U.S. Treasurer, defended 
against some criticism. 

Derby in 1892 failed to send him as one of her repre- 
sentatives to the General Assembly; but should she ever do 
so, few could better represent her interests than Mr. 
Gilbert. ; 


ADDENDA. 


Since starting the work of compiling this book, four 
mouths ago, a few changes have, in the natural course of 
time, occured: several new members have been added to 
the Board of Trade; the oldest director of the Birmingham 
National Bank, Merritt Clark, has been removed by death, 
and succeeded in the board of directors by Rufus W. Blake, 
the president of the Sterling Company; W. H. Williams, 
of the well-known law firm of Wooster, Williams & Gager, 
has been appointed State’s Attorney for New Haven 
County. 


A FEW WELL KNOWN ESTABLISHMENTS, 


N. D. BALDWIN, 
Livery, Boarding, Sale and Exchange Stables. 


SPECIAL ATTENTION PAID 
TO HACKING. 


47 Thicd Street, - Derby, Cénn. 
TELEPHONE, 3{-2. 


Miss M. A. Hanley, 


MODISTE. 


272 MAIN STREET, - - DERBY, CONN. 
Boarp oF TRADE BUILDING. 


DERBY 








Open Day and Night 


EXCEPT SUNDAYS. 


ELIZABETH STREET, 
W. T. PEET, Proprietor. 
J. E. McGEE, 


CHOICE CIGARS and TOBACCOS. 


A fine line of Pipes, Snuffs and 
Smoker’s Articles. 


Olivia Street, Bridge Entrance, Derby, Conn. 


Taylor & Gregory, 
PRACTICAL 
JEWELERS. 


Agjuaters of Fine Time Pivees. Letter and Monogram 


ngraving. Diamond Setting and Jewelry Repairing. 
Buy Your Stationery of Us and Save Money. 
ALLINGS’ New BLock, DERBY. 


LUNCH, 





H. A. & C. B. Nettleton, 


DENTISTS. 





OFFICE: 
Rooms Nos. 2 and 3, 
Board of Trade Building. 
ESTABLISHED 1854, 





Divine & Rowan, 
MODISTES. 


240 Marin Street, Dersy, Conn. 


H. E. Strassburg, 


108 Front St., DERBY, CT. 


Chemicals © Drugs, 
TOILET AND FANCY ARTICLES. 
Prescriptions Carefully Compounded at All Hours. 


Greek-American Fruit and Gandy Company, 
(JAMES OGLOW & CO.) 
Wholesale and Retail Dealers in 


Candies, Fruits, Figs, Nuts, Etc 
37 Elizabeth St, DERBY, CONN. 
Importers of All Turkish Products. 
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W. W. & J. F. Bemis, Prop’s, 
35 Bridge St., SHELTON, CONN. 
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Cock Brothers. 


RELIABLE GOODS IN EVERY DEPARTMENT. 


We handle NOTHING else. 
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-| Reliable Dress Goods. Reliable Underwear. 
wee Reliable Silks. Reliable Gloves. 
Bess Reliable Table Linens. Reliable Cloaks. 

"*l Reliable Hosiery. ne, See Se 


OODDVDIDVDIDOO 


WE GUARANTEE OUR PRICES TO BE ALWAYS AS ecm. 
LOW AS HONEST MERCHANDISE CAN BE SOLD. 
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COCK BROTHERS, 214 and 216 Main St... Ansonia, Conn. 





Weed out all doubt sam SSS | he 


And plant in its place POSITIVE INFORMATION that we 


are the Leading Furniture House in the Valley. Boston } Shoe Store. 


No effort has been spared in the selection of our stock. 
The assortments are extensive, and include the very 
latest products of the FURNITURE ARTISTS.......- === 5 2 








OUR DISPLAY OF ROCKERS IN 
Curly Birch, Maple, Oak and Rattan 


IS COMPLETE, 


The newest and most 


¥é fashionable shapes in % 
The finest line of.... ~~ ABLES .... in the land, in all nen ss di 


the choice woods and latest novelties. Parlor and Bed- M en ’s an d Ww omen Ss 
room Suits a great specialty. We are prepared for the 
little folks in a large and comprehensive stock of High TOOEWEAM « adiscerie soa a 
Chairs, Children’s Rockers, Nursery Chairs in all woods, 
and prices extremely low. Special novelties for all. 





The Ansonia Furniture and Carpet Go.) py of p ABOLL & CO. 


Nos. 196 to 200 Main Street. 
STORE OPEN EVENINGS ———— 220 Main Street, Derby. 
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To be in a position to state that all the Half-Tone plates 


ordered for this souvenir publication were engraved by us. 


Suffolk Eng. Co. 


275 Washington St., Boston. 








ESTABLISHED 169 MAIN ST,, 
shee *& GEORGE C. ALLIS, ® scene: 
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Watches, Diamonds, Books, Stationery, 
Clocks, Jewelry, Periodicals, Sheet Music, 
Silverware, Music Books, 
Optical Goods, Opera Glasses, Pictures and Frames, 


Artists’ Supplies, 
Musical Instruments, 
Musical Sundries, 
Sporting Goods, 
Art Goods, 
Cards Engraved, 
Goods Specially Ordered. 


Fancy Canes, 
Table and Pocket Cutlery, 
Spectacles Fitted, 


Fine Watch and Jewelry 
Repairing and Making, 
Mathematical Instruments, 





OCEAN STBAMSHIP AGENCY, , LETTERS OF CREDIT. Drafts and Remittances to all parts of the World, 
ALLIS’ CIRCULATING LIBRARY, 4,000 VOLS. 





IT has been examined and used by some of the leading z 
e ae = manufacturers and dealers who pronounce it an Nothing On arth Ses 
ih} 
aie Sickie ® EXCELLENT AND WONDERFUL CLEANER. 9 Cleans Silverware, 
rugslss, ae Olls IT will clean more Silver, and do it better, quicker Cut Glass, Mirrors, 
Jeweler or in the ae == and cheaper, than any other known substance, ae Enamel on Bicycles, 
IT is absolutely free from grit, acids and poisons. Is Windows, or anysmooth 
Grocer for >] World. = as harmless as water. Clean your teeth with IT. surface, like |T, 
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THE NATIONAL FOLDING BOX AND PAPER CO. (Factory No. 1.) 
D.S. WALTON; Pres’t; T..L. CoRNeLL, Vice-Prea’t; H S. MONSON, Sec'y; PF. H. Bevron, Treas. Daily Capacity, 10 tons Paper Boxes. New York Office, 132 Franklin St. 
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je Manufactured specially for Chamberlin & Howe. 
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We also have the 
agency fora great 
many different 
wheels manufac- 
tured by both East- 
ern and Western 


concerns, 


aN 2 


And can there- 
fore, sell a wheel 
at most any price. 
If you are going to 
purchase a’96 Mod- 
eldon’tdoso before 


consulting us. 























$85.00. 
C. C. CHAMBERLIN. CHAMBERLIN & HOV, E,, WILLIAM HOWE 
DERBY, ‘CONN. 





The ~» 


Treat & SHEPARD Co., 
Wholesale and Retail Music House, 


Importers of Small Instruments 
and Strings. 
349 Chapel St., New Haven. 







Sheet Music, Guitars, 








Music Books, Banjos, 
Music for Violins, |/ 
Orchestra Strings | 
and in Great | 
Military Bands Variety. 


= seg oe 


State Agents for MATHUSHEK PIANOS, aud the 
«_ EASTMAN GUITAR axa MANDOLIN. 


New Pianos to Rent. 





| Strassburg, Darby, 
| Peck, Birmingham, 


New Music Ordered Every Day. | 


i plans Antinicotiae ‘Gor 








a 


DERBY, CONN. 


- - PROPRIETORS OF - eS 


* GOOD- BY,” 


The Sure, Safe, Speedy Cure for the 


«Tobacco Habit 


“©GOOD-BY ”’ is a genuine antidote; a receipt of a regular physician 
no fake, nod experiment, no inquiry, a 


GUARANTEED CURE. 





| Price, $1.00 per Box 
Agents. 


Wingood, Ansonia, eee 


wid 


ay | 


hn 
— 


+0. W. KNOWLTON & ie 




















= = ——— 148 Main Street, Derby, ———— 
are a a ae 
LEADERS av ete 
¥ 3 Upholstering 
K —— AND 
F URNITURE 
Repairing 
~ __- —~ 
CARPETS Promptly 
cage eee Pone 
ANGES 
=a =>? Fs? > 
> (), WV. KNOWL aS ON =. te 


1448 MAIN STREET, DERBY. 




















































































































THOROUGH, INSPECTIONS. ——* 


INSURANCE Against LOSS or DAMAGE to PROPERTY and LOSS of LIFE or TNJU RY ta PERSONS Cousect bs 


—— STEAM ¢ BOILER ¢ EXPLOSIONS. 








al INF) 


é 


